25 March 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we thank you for this time together of fellowship ... we pray that we will be attentive to your voice as you teach us through your Word, and we thank you for your provisions and all that you have blessed us with this day, through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour

 

<opentext> Rom 5:18 Here it is in a nutshell: Just as one person did it wrong and got us in all this trouble with sin and death, another person did it right and got us out of it. But more than just getting us out of trouble, he got us into life! 19 One man said no to God and put many people in the wrong; one man said yes to God and put many in the right.  (from THE MESSAGE:  © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> One seldom gives thought to the fact that Adam followed the example that someone else set. Evil communications corrupted his good morals.

opentext> How often is it, that we allow other peoples actions or lifestyle to affect our decisions and choices?

<helpmate> it is easier for them to let someone else do the thinking, that way they do not have to take responsibility when something goes wrong, they can blame someone else.....ignorance is not bliss

<opentext> The broad path that leads to destruction; or the strait and narrow path which leads to eternal life. Two choices [obedience, or disobedience to God], yet how often does one try to make it more complicated then that?

<at-peace> when one wants to justify themselves

<opentext> Adam showed us the way and path of the lower nature [self-serving motives] and Jesus Christ of Nazareth showed us the way to live by the divine nature. We can look at it now, and it is so simple and plain for us to see. So then how, and why does it become so complicated?

<helpmate> they do not see spiritually, they have been blinded by the father of lies

<at-peace> because one does not always go strait to the source of life... one at times looks to or listens to others and misses the simplicity that is in the Word allowing the Holy Spirit to lead and guide them into all truth

<helpmate> and they choose to have it so

 

<opentext> Rom 5:19 For just as by one man's disobedience (failing to hear, heedlessness, and carelessness) the many were constituted sinners, so by one Man's obedience the many will be constituted righteous (made acceptable to God, brought into right standing with Him). AMP

 

<opentext> So by the same manner, when people fail to hear and adhere to the Message; they fail to heed the warnings against disobedience; and just figure that whatever feels good is ok, they make the definitive choice to follow the lead of Adam in open rebellion against God.

<opentext> However, since the majority are in open disobedience or rebellion against God, and people like to be a part of the majority, they have the tendency to follow the crowd. 

<opentext> And the more people one sees in sin, the more justification they then rationalize within themselves, to continue in their open rebellion against God and His kingdom.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 5:20 All that passing laws against sin did was produce more

lawbreakers. But sin didn't, and doesn't, have a chance in competition with the aggressive forgiveness we call grace. When it's sin versus grace, grace wins hands down. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> The Law made people more aware of their disregard for God and His law. So when people can see that they are in opposition to the law, why do they then continue in rebellion against the law?

<at-peace> their conscience having been seared with a hot iron

<opentext> Could it be that it is not very often one sees other people getting caught? Let alone that there is a strict and just punishment applied and carried out?

<at-peace> yes <chosen^> yes    <helpmate> we shall all stand before the throne of grace

<opentext> How often [ever] has one seen a person in hell, because of a total life in rebellion against God?

<chosen^> never

<opentext> We know what the Bible tells is the consequence of sin [death], but without spiritual sight and understanding, to most it seems far fetched. As well as, that they think that if there was a God, He would have better control over the earth and it's inhabitants.

<opentext> Now for a moment, recollect the account given in the Gospel, of Lazarus and the rich man. One is able to see and hear the results of rebellion against God, and the torment that was handed out as the just punishment for the violation of God's law. But again, people only see it as written on the page, rather then the reality that it does portray.

<opentext> If every time one faced a decision a choice, and were able to see this within their mind, would open rebellion then look as tempting?

<at-peace> no    <chosen^> no

<opentext> So why doesn't one then always remain aware of the full counsel of God, when they are about to make a decision?

<helpmate> because most have not kept their minds renewed enough to know they should go to Father first so we can make the right decision

<chosen^> when allowing self to get it's own way

 

<opentext> Rom 5:21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. KJV

 

<opentext> One has to make a choice, life or death. One cannot remain neutral, even though most think that they can. Today, each of us will face many choices and decisions concerning life and death. How rooted and grounded one is in the truth, will determine the outcome. Any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> was pondering the question about....

<at-peace> <opentext> So why doesn't one then always remain aware of the full counsel

 of God, when they are about to make a decision?

<at-peace> and heard that one is aware of it but chooses to ignore when one is seeking

 and wanting their will instead of God's will in the decision making process

<opentext> listening to the many voices, rather then the one voice

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> thus why one has to remain grounded and settled in the truth of His Word...not  allowing any part or portion of their life to vary from walking in His Spirit

<at-peace> Gal 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and

 these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.


18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (KJV)

<opentext> that is the battle...

<at-peace> yup

<at-peace> Rom 7:22
For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. (KJV)

<at-peace> 1 Cor 15:57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> those that worship [fellowship] with God, must do so in Spirit and in truth [His Word is truth]...this is the fellowship the Father seeks
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