Bible Study Tuesday 25 June 2002

They that are after or pursuing the flesh, cannot please God!
Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. KJV
It does not matter whether one is pursuing someone else, or chasing the desires of their own flesh, it cannot be, nor will it ever be pleasing to Father. How shall a young man cleanse his ways? By taking heed, that is hearing the counsel from God, taking the time, and making the effort to understand intelligently the instructions given, and then with a willing and joyful heart, live in obedience to those things that Father asks of them. 

 

If you are always concerned with what others are doing, or what God is doing with them, can you really be working out your own salvation? Whose side are you then really on?

 

What is it to take sides with God, do you really understand? What if, God would have only had His Son die for those that were perfect, where would you be at then? Yet, God tells us clearly, that He wishes that none would perish. Are you as steadfast in your prayers for others? However, if your life is not in line with God and His Word, what kind of example will you be for others?

 

Romans 12:2 Stop living in accordance with the customs of this world, but by the new ideals that mold your minds continue to transform yourselves, so as to find and follow God's will; that is, what is good, well-pleasing to Him, and perfect. (William's New Testament)
 

What would have happened if Noah was concerned with what everyone else in the world was doing; would the ark ever been completed by Noah?

 

[Be ye transformed] Be ye metamorphosed, transfigured, appear as new persons, and with new habits; as God has given you a new form of worship, so that ye serve in the newness of the spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. The word implies a radical, thorough, and universal change, both outward and inward. (From Adam Clarke Commentary) 

 

The outside cannot change, until there is renovation within a person. Yet many polish the outside of their cup and ignore the inside. They try to make themselves appear better than others.

 

What is the great enemy to this renewing, which we must avoid; and that is, conformity to this world: Be not conformed to this world. All the disciples and followers of the Lord Jesus must be nonconformists to this world. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

We must not conform to the things of the world; they are mutable, and the fashion of them is passing away. Do not conform either to the lusts of the flesh or the lusts of the eye. We must not conform to the men of the world, of that world which lies in wickedness, not walk according to the course of this world; that is, we must not follow a multitude to do evil. If sinners entice us, we must not consent to them, but in our places witness against them. Nay, even in things indifferent, and which are not in themselves sinful, we must so far not conform to the custom and way of the world as not to act by the world's dictates as our chief rule, nor to aim at the world's favours as our highest end. True Christianity consists much in a sober singularity. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Exodus 23:2 Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline after many to wrest judgment: KJV

 

[Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil] Be singular. Singularity, if in the right, can never be criminal. So completely disgraceful is the way of sin that if there were not a multitude walking in that way, who help to keep each other in countenance, every solitary sinner would be obliged to hide his head. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
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