25 July 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank for this day and this time that you have blessed us with to partake of your heavenly manna that will fulfill our hearts and minds, giving us the nourishment in the Spirit that will encourage and enable us to continue on the strait and narrow path home to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:8, Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. KJV

 

<opentext> For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. Yet, people do not always realize or comprehend all that God accomplished through asking His Son to be the sacrifice for mankind, out of love. God is love. And the manifestation of His love through His Son, is what salvation is all about, even though people seldom really give thought to all that it does entail. How often when thinking of God's love, does one really consider deliverance, safety, rescue and well being?

 

<disciple> i know that He will do those things as we allow Him...it's all included in salvation

<chosen> only when we stop to meditate on what He did on our behalf

<opentext> As Peter say, by His stripes we "have been" healed. It is not a matter of if it will be done, for it all has already been accomplished, now it is a matter of whether one chooses to be a partaker of His divine nature.

<opentext> As we have alluded to before, that breathing is essential for one to exist in and on this plane. Yet, as vital as it is, how often do you give thought to this process during a day?

<at-peace> for many we take it for granted

<disciple> mostly take it for granted that the next breath is there

<opentext> One most often takes it for granted until the process is threatened. And yet, the process can be eliminated without one having the time or preparation to do anything to try to rectify it.

<opentext> So is that really then any different then God's love? Isn't it essentially His love that keeps one alive?

<at-peace> yes    <chosen> yes

<opentext> Yet, just as breathing itself, how often during the course of a day does one really acknowledge, let alone treasure God's love?

<disciple> most don't think about treasuring His love, but do acknowledge Him in some way sometimes

<at-peace> one should at all times

<opentext> True, one does now have more appreciation and acknowledgement of it then when they first believed, but is it yet to the place that it should be? And, why is this?

<disciple> it isn't, yet...because one usually takes steps forward, but also regresses a step or two back at times...and also, after awhile, complacency sets in

<opentext> As was brought up last week, how the Word tells us that His Word we should have hid [treasured] in our heart, so that being aware of His love, one would not do anything to jeopardize that relationship with Him.

<opentext> Just as Jesus Christ tried to make us aware of in the teaching of the sower, how that the lusts of other things enter in, and vie for and fight for control of one's heart.

<opentext> How often is our first thought in any given situation on pleasing Him?

<disciple> always should be...a lot of mistakes could be prevented

<at-peace> depends on how attentive one is being and if one is seeking their will or His

<chosen> depends on where one is at in their walk with Him at that moment

<opentext> Let us for a moment consider again the verse that we are presently learning of; and that we are to owe no man, anything but love. Now, if one does not treasure it for themselves in every instance, how can they ever expect to truly show it let alone share it with anyone else, if they have not allowed it [God's love] to be shed abroad in "their" heart?

<chosen> they won't     <disciple> the can't

<opentext> So often when we read a verse, people will try to see how they can apply it to everyone else, and yet neglect their own salvation. And if i have no value of God's love in my life, then i certainly will not be able to tell anyone else about it.

<opentext> Now also, don't people often get confused between the love of the lower nature, and the love of the divine nature?

<chosen> yes   <disciple> yes

<opentext> So then we can see why Paul says that we should walk in the Spirit, and being fully cognizant of the love of the divine nature, so that one is not swayed or tempted by the lusts of the lower nature. Today, make the effort to be more aware of God's love in every instance, in every situation.
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