25 January 2006 Wednesday Bible study.
 
<greg> Father we thank you that this is the day that you have made, a plan of salvation before the foundation of the world, for us to walk in the spirit, and let all our decisions this day be based on your word, doing and speaking only those things which are pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord
 
<opentext> Rom 15:27-28, 27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things. 28 When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain. KJV
 
<opentext> Now, if these verses are interpreted by the lower nature rather then by the divine nature, how easily could these verses be misconstrued?
<greg> there are many which corrupt the word to their own advantage, rather than seeking the things of others
<at-peace> without the eyes of one's understanding being enlightened to the truth it would be easily misinterpreted… and misused

<opentext> When looking at these verses, what often comes to my mind, is how we are to do good, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
<opentext> Now another thing that one must also remember, that many vessels are used to present the truth not only to us, but also to others. Yet, is the vessel always aware that it is being used?
<at-peace> no, not always
<greg> the vessel is actually of more use I have found for myself when I am not aware, then I have a tendency to stay out of the way and let the spirit have its way

<opentext> So if one does not have a relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ, how easily could they then be manipulated by other people?
<opentext> In other words, how easily are carnal Christians used and manipulated by those who have put themselves in the position of authority?
<greg> tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine, without faith it is impossible to please God, and many try and please those that claim to be of God
<at-peace> blind leading the blind they will end up in the ditch without the illumination of the truth

<opentext> Rom 15:28-29, 28 When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain. 29 And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. KJV

<opentext> Now when we are asked to do things by God for the good of the body, does one always do it cheerfully?
<greg> like it was mentioned earlier, doing good, especially to those of the household of faith, it is a joy and privilege to be able to do it heartily to the fellow heirs of our Father's kingdom
<at-peace> depends on where the heart is

<opentext> Often times people ask God to bless them so that they can be used by Him, but what often happens then when people get these blessings?
<greg> they get like the ten lepers, nine run off, and only one was willing to return in gratefulness, seeking how they could please their Lord
<at-peace> many set aside "give and it shall be given" 

<opentext> Don't people also forget that the Word clearly tells us that the blessings are to come upon us, and overtake us?
<greg> yes they do, and how few truly seek more how we have been blessed with all spiritual blessings, seeking first His kingdom, and all other things will be added to us instead of pursuing something promised
<at-peace> yes, when their affection is set on the things of this life and not on things above which are far greater in value

<opentext> So if people are seeking the blessings so that they can be used by Him, where has their focus been set on?
<at-peace> not on pressing toward the mark seeking to please God…which should always be our focus
<greg> in the carnal realm, we need to use the talents we have been blessed with, learning to be faithful in the least, then one is able to be faithful in more, but without  a renewing of the mind, one limits God

<opentext> Prov 16:16, How much better it is to get skillful and godly Wisdom than gold! And to get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver. AMP

<opentext> Prov 4:7, The beginning of Wisdom is: get Wisdom (skillful and godly Wisdom)! [For skillful and godly Wisdom is the principal thing.] And with all you have gotten, get understanding (discernment, comprehension, and interpretation). AMP

<opentext> People often use the scripture to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. First seeking a relationship with the Father, and then the mystery of the gospel, the righteousness of God is able to be revealed to the believer. What greater blessing is there then for one to realize that they have been accepted into Father's family?
<at-peace> none
<greg> I Jn 3:1-3, 1Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. (KJV)
<greg> it is the greatest privilege in the universe, and to those that keep this vision new each day, are able to experience the pure love of God and allow it to flow through them

<opentext> Yet how often is it that people equate the blessings of and from God, with the wisdom and knowledge afforded to us by and through Christ?
<greg> Col 2:2-3, 2That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 3In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (KJV)
<greg> its the greatest treasure available, and to those that find it, it is worth dying for, once one has tasted the new wine they will not settle for the old any more

<at-peace> many are called but few see the kingdom of heaven that is within them and all that they have been blessed with in Christ
<opentext> Yet, don't most Christians equate the blessings of God to the carnal realm, and things that are tangible to them?
<greg> yes, the things they think would be an asset to their walk are actually a distraction, and they end up piercing themselves through with many sorrows of this life

<opentext> Thus we can see why earlier in this letter Paul said that we are to present ourselves to Him, a living sacrifice, alive in His Spirit. If we do this, then one will give God the time He is deserving of, and they will place their talents before Him to be used for His purpose and will for furtherance of the gospel of Christ.

<greg> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<greg> Rom 12:13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. (KJV)

<greg> , my prayer and goal each day, to be ready to give an answer to any that would ask, especially our brethren of the household of faith, in whatever way God asks to give that answer, time, talent or treasure

<opentext> Thus, presenting ourselves to Him that living sacrifice
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