25 January 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we thank you for the blessing of this time in your Word for that which is

 able to strengthen and nourish us as we remain abiding in you this day... we pray that we

 will walk in your love this day and allow your Word to be that which guides our every

 thought and word, through your Son Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 11:16-17, 16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; KJV

 

<opentext> John 15:4-5, 4 Dwell in Me, and I will dwell in you. [Live in Me, and I will live in you.] Just as no branch can bear fruit of itself without abiding in (being vitally united to) the vine, neither can you bear fruit unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the Vine; you are the branches. Whoever lives in Me and I in him bears much (abundant) fruit. However, apart from Me [cut off from vital union with Me] you can do nothing. AMP

<opentext> Now one must keep in mind, that Jesus Christ is the firstborn from the dead, the firstborn of many brethren, thus, the firstfruit is holy.

<opentext> So for the lump to be holy, it must be united in and with the vine.

1 Pet 1:15-16 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. (KJV) 
Eph 2:5-7 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. (KJV)
Remaining in Christ

Working His words into my life, allowing it to consume me

<opentext> So the vine then nourishes the branches; yet, how often will a person attempt to do things apart from the vine [that is without Christ]?

<disciple> shouldn't happen, but it does occasionally

<chosen> anytime we give in to the wants of the flesh

<helpmate> if and when one does not have patience and wait to hear all the He has to say for us

<at-peace> as often as one leans to their own understanding and not seek the wisdom and counsel of God

Prov 3:5-8 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. (KJV)

<opentext> I Like the way this translation says, "vitally united to", as without Him, one can not do anything that will be pleasing to the Father.

 
Rom 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. (KJV)

<opentext> John 15:6-7, 6 If a person does not dwell in Me, he is thrown out like a [broken-off] branch, and withers; such branches are gathered up and thrown into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you live in Me [abide vitally united to Me] and My words remain in you and continue to live in your hearts, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. AMP

 

<opentext> If one does not abide, continue, dwell, abide vitally united with Him, then death will happen.

 without Him I am like the grass that withered away in the heat without moisture & nourishment
1 Cor 5:7-8 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (KJV)
<opentext> Faith is by hearing the Message delivered to us by and through Christ; yet, with each and every word that Father speaks to us and with us, is one always mindful of the importance of each and every word? Or is one a bit lackadaisical at times?

<chosen> sometimes we forget that each word He speaks to us is what He has prepared for just me at that moment

<at-peace> one should be always mindful.. for the words that He speaks unto us are Spirit and they are life and in them death is swallowed up in victory

<helpmate> it is a matter of life or death....when we hear His word, it is life for us....when one is lackadaisical and does not pay attention to what He is saying....it is death

<opentext> Think of it this way; that each and every word that He speaks, and we hear, receive and apply to our life, strengthens the graft or bond between us; and yet for each and every word that we ignore or take lightly, weakens that bonds as well.
bond – John 3:33 He that hath received his testimony hath set his seal that God is true.

Isa 50:7 
For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. (KJV)

<opentext> As said above, the word that He speaks to us, has the potential for life, because it is Spirit, and the essence of His Spirit is life.

<opentext> Just as when one is building a house, if they skimp on the amount of nails used, though to the eye the house may look sound, yet at the structural level, how much ahs that house been weakened?

<chosen> very much    <disciple> a great deal

<helpmate> there is nothing to hold it together, and it will fall down when a storm or big wind comes through

<at-peace> every nail counts when it is applied to where it is needed within the structure, so if one is missing nails then it becomes weakened immediately 

<opentext> There are many houses or temples out there, that to the eye of the lower nature look structurally sound; some even look quite nice. Yet if one does not have any spiritual discernment, they will build and maintain their own structure in a like manner.

House divided will not stand Matt 12:25
1 Cor 3:10-15 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. (KJV)

<opentext> Thus we can see the importance of why the Lord says to us, that we are to abide in Him! He is the vine, He is who is to be our source, our example to follow.

1 Pet 2:21-25 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. (KJV)

<opentext> Thus why Paul said to be followers of him, as he followed Christ (1Cor 11:1).

 

<opentext> John 15:8,  When you bear (produce) much fruit, My Father is honored and glorified, and you show and prove yourselves to be true followers of Mine. AMP

 

<opentext> Only as one remains attached [grafted] to the vine, are they able to obtain that which is vital, which is essential to grow, and produce that which is pleasing to the Lord.

<opentext> Jesus Christ said to come and follow Him (Luke 18:22); yet to most when they hear this, they think only in terms of the signs and wonders. How may really give thought to hearing each and every word the Father speaks and responding in like manner? Or doing only those things they see the Father do?

<disciple> most do not hear it, neither want to obey it

<chosen> only those that love Him and put Him first

<helpmate> they want to stay in their little comfort zone

<opentext> The branch can only stay attached to the vine, by receiving all of it's nourishment from the vine. Each and every word that Father speaks to us is vital, is necessary, is essential (Matt 4:4).

<helpmate> He knows what we have need of

<opentext> Father's word is the life that flows through the vine to the branch. It is what is necessary for continued life, as well as continued growth. Only by remaining attached to the vine, can they remain in vital union with Him.

<opentext> To be that partaker of His divine nature!

Work out our own salvation, making our calling and election sure.
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