25 August 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we are thankful for all that you have blessed us with in Christ and we pray that we will remain a temple fit for your Holy Spirit this day, pleasing to you as we seek you first in all that we do. Thank you for your Word prepared for us to encourage and nourish us, through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 13:11,   Do this in particular because you know the present crisis, that it is high time for you to wake up out of your sleep, for our salvation is now nearer to us than when we first believed. (Williams NT)

<opentext> Rom 13:12, The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. KJV

 

<opentext> So there has been an energy or power crisis. however, one has to acknowledge that there is a crisis before there is anything that they can do to correct or alleviate the situation.

<opentext> And even though one can go to a gas station and get fuel for their car; or they can plug an appliance into the outlet on the wall to obtain power, those are still not the main sources, they are merely outlets that distribute the power or energy from another source.

<opentext> Faith, is by hearing! Faith is the Message of deliverance and safety delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus. When a person begins to fail to hear this Message, and receive into their heart and life this Message, and fail to incorporate it into their life, what happens?

<helpmate> your power source has been turned off

<chosen> without hearing the Words of God they will become detached from the Vine, their source of life

<at-peace> the source of life begins to be cut off

<opentext> There becomes an interruption in their power source. Darkness is now able to begin to infiltrate their life. A present energy crisis begins to develop.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that one just kind of nonchalantly listens to that which Father is saying? Do they realize at the time that they are entering a dangerous area?

<helpmate> no they don't

<chosen> not if they're not seeking Him with their whole heart

<at-peace> whenever one leans to their own understanding they are blinded from seeing the danger that is there

<opentext> A few years back, they had a commercial on television on a stock firm. And it was a very busy place, and every time that this stock company spoke, the whole scene became quiet to hear their stock counsel.

<opentext> Yet, when Father speaks to us and with us, does one give Father the same kind of attention? Or does one allow distractions in? Is their mind preoccupied with other things?

<helpmate> the cares of this world is a big distraction and most are preoccupied with them

<chosen> we should be seeking to hear His voice more than anything else

<opentext> So we can see then that one's hearing is their connection to the Source of power. And we know that Christ is the power and wisdom of God. And that within Christ are all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

<opentext> And the energy or power available to and in one's life is then tied directly to one's ability to hear God.

<opentext> However, it is not just enough to hear God; one has to talk with Him until they have an understanding of that which He is asking of them, and then incorporating that counsel into a way of life and living.

<opentext> Many people can recite God's Word, but does that mean that they are plugged properly into the power source?

<chosen> no     <at-peace> no

<helpmate> no...it is only memorization…not hid in the heart

<opentext> Even in our own lives, how often can we quote the promises of God, and yet only hope that they come to pass rather then knowing that they will, if one holds fast the profession of faith without wavering?

<helpmate> they do not take God's promise as yea and amen

<chosen> the difference between knowing it, and living it

 

<opentext> Heb 2:1, SINCE ALL this is true, we ought to pay much closer attention than ever to the truths that we have heard, lest in any way we drift past [them] and slip away. AMP
 

<opentext> Isn't one of the hardest things for a person to develop in their walk and relationship with God, and always being able to listen fully and attentively to God when conversing with Him?

<helpmate> yes     <at-peace> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> But as Paul shares with us in the above verse, one needs to recognize that that which Father has been talking with us about have life or death implications. Yet, how often is it that one has this in mind when Father is talking with them?

<helpmate> most do not see it that way...it is just another voice to be heard

<at-peace> one should at all times since the words that He speaks to us are spirit and they are life, but if distractions are allowed in one can fall short 

<opentext> The God and Creator of this world wants to talk and share with us, yet does one always have time for Him? How many other things does one allow in the way, that can present an energy crisis within their life?

<helpmate> one should...if they know what is good for them, but they let the cares if this world distract them

 

<opentext> Heb 3:7-10, 7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: 9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. 10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. KJV
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