25 April 2005 Monday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we are so thankful for this day and this time that we have to fellowship with you by and through Christ Jesus our Lord and savior. Let us be mindful and appreciative of all that which you have revealed to us, so that we can remain wise and faithful stewards.

<opentext> Rom 12:6-7, 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; KJV

<opentext> Having gifts then differing according to the grace that is given to us. Think about the analogy of the car again, and how even though the gas tank may be full, and as far as the overall journey it benefits all parts the same, yet all parts do not relate the same way to the fuel.

<opentext> Likewise, it is the measure of the gift of Christ; it is the measure of faith; yet, because we all have different functions within the body, it will not be manifest the same way through any two members.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people try to compare their walk with others?

<at-peace> whenever one is not confident in their own walk

<opentext> Does one really recognize and appreciate the uniqueness that God has placed within them? That no one else is able to do their part within the body?

<disciple> not always   <at-peace> one should, but not always

<opentext> Prophecy; that is to allow the Word of God to flow through us, that is as Paul would say, to be that written epistle, known and read of all men.

<opentext> Yet, does one really keep that in heart and mind each and every day, that at any given moment, if they are yielding to God, that God is able to present words of life to others around them?

<disciple> He is always able, but we are not always willing or ready

<opentext> If they are yielding to God; yet does one always yield to God and His Spirit, or does one often try to help God out and do things or say things the way that they think it would best be presented?

<disciple> sometimes one might think they should improve on what they hear to say

<at-peace> at times

<opentext> How often do people try to measure where they think their faith is developed to? And in doing this, doesn't this limit God in how He is able to use them?

<disciple> yes  <at-peace> yes

<opentext> And then we have the other end of the spectrum, where people think that God is never using them to where they think their capabilities are developed to.

<opentext> Yet, if we would think as to how God has spoken to us and with us; and how He has ministered to us, we would be mindful that He has done this in the simplest of ways.

<opentext> Yet, are we willing that God would use us and utilize us as He sees best? And that we would not question His wisdom, but rather remain faithful to that which He asks of us?

<at-peace> we should be at all times   <disciple> we should never question Father

<opentext> How often does a job often get to where it will seem routine for us? And when it gets to seem routine, does one face or do the job with the same enthusiasm as when they first started?

<disciple> no...the thrill is gone    <at-peace> one should

<opentext> So what happens for the believer then when God speaking with them and at times through them seems to become routine, are they able to maintain their enthusiasm for the task that Father has asked of them?

<disciple> no, and others will notice, whom they are speaking with

<opentext> Now if one cannot maintain their enthusiasm for God speaking with them and at times through them, are they going to then be able to minister [be of service] effectively?

<at-peace> no   <disciple> no

<opentext> So we can then see why the Word talks about those that have left their first love; that is when they begin to take their relationship with Father for granted. The fervor and enthusiasm that they first had with and for God begins to wane, and they no longer yield to God and His will like they did when they first believed.

<opentext> What we also have to notice as we go through this part of Romans, is how that this as Paul is describing has a domino affect as it goes. Because if we are no longer enthused with conversation with God, then one will not be yielding to Him as they should, and thus their affective ministry or service will be compromised.

<opentext> And if they have compromised their ability to hear, and to be a useable vessel, how will they be able to teach the proper things of God to those who are around them?

<disciple> they won't, because they can't hear for themselves to keep the mind renewed and remain alive in Christ

<at-peace> one wouldn't be able to

<opentext> So what one has to ask themselves each day, is of they are still serving God with the same enthusiasm and joy as when they first believed. Why? So that one is able to maintain the intimacy of that relationship with Him through Christ, and to remain the useable and pliable vessel in the potters hands.

<opentext> Often times we want to set our own agenda with God, and when that agenda is not followed, how does one react with and to God?

<disciple> i realize the peace isn't there, and disappointed that i have displeased Him...i then have to realign with His agenda, seeking His forgiveness and guidance

<opentext> Today, let us remain mindful of and cherish our first love, so that we may be used effectively as Father sees best.
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