24 August 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<peace-afk> Father we thank you for this day that you have blessed us with to honor and serve you in Spirit and in truth and thank you for your words that encourage and strengthen us to continue on the path home to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:11,   Do this in particular because you know the present crisis, that it is high time for you to wake up out of your sleep, for our salvation is now nearer to us than when we first believed. (Williams NT)

 

<opentext> So why is it that people seldom do much of anything, until there is in fact a crisis?

<chosen> laziness

<disciple> complacency...they don't recognize that each minute is critical

<opentext> Note how Paul tells them that there is a present crisis, and that they need to wake up out of their sleep that allowed this crisis to arise. The people had allowed themselves to be lulled to sleep for whatever reasons, and now they had to get themselves out of this stupor that they had allowed themselves to be trapped in.

<opentext> It could be laziness, or complacency, or anything that they had allowed in to allow the Word to slip within their life.

 

<opentext> Heb 2:1, Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. KJV

<opentext> Heb 2:1, SINCE ALL this is true, we ought to pay much closer attention than ever to the truths that we have heard, lest in any way we drift past [them] and slip away. AMP

 

<opentext> How easy is it to allow things to slip by one's hearing?

<disciple> very easy if one is not always attentive to Father's voice, and become dull of hearing

<chosen> easy if they don't treasure them

<opentext> Yet, how often when not being fully attentive to the truth, to the Word, does one ever think of it as allowing a crisis to begin to develop?

<chosen> not at the time     <disciple> no

<opentext> Let's look at this as an example: the wise men did bring gifts, they did make a long journey to come and see the child Jesus. But, they did not make it there when He was first born, but rather when He was a young child in a house. Yet, how many people allow a crisis to begin within their life, because they believe the story, rather then seeking out the truth for themselves?

<disciple> most believe there were three wise men

<peace-afk> for many they follow man's traditions and doctrines 

<opentext> Now another way one could look at this to make it a bit more clear: you could put contaminated or watered down gas in your vehicle, and at the time it would seem that all is well. Yet, just a bit further down the road a crisis would begin to develop.

<opentext> Depending upon how contaminated the gas was, would determine whether the vehicle would just run roughly, or whether it would quit operating all together.

<opentext> So we can begin to see how important it is that one uses wisdom in those things which they hear. Thus why we are told to try the spirits to see whether what we are hearing is from the throne of God, of whether it is watered down gas.

<opentext> Just as we talked about yesterday, how that there has been a fuel crisis for awhile now in this country, just for the fact that there have been no new refineries built in the last 30+ years. Thus they do not have the capacity to keep up with the demand.

<opentext> Just as so many Christians will go any place to get fed, because they will not take the time, nor put forth the effort to seek out the truth.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:12, The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. KJV

 

<opentext> So Paul is telling the believer that they have allowed this crisis to build and develop long enough, and that it is now time to awake to the righteousness of God; to quit being lazy and to start to put forth a sincere effort to seek out the truth.

<opentext> Yet, when people are being lazy, and stuck in the rut of doing things the same way, how difficult is it to get them to want to change the way things are done within their lives?

<disciple> they don't...they become comfortable to the point, they don't see a need to change...no urgency

<chosen> it's usually that way because they only think of themselves and what they want to do, rather than putting the needs of others first.... "me, myself and I" attitude

<opentext> So how often is it then, that people are even capable of realizing how it was that the crisis began? Let alone how to get out of the crisis?

<disciple> it is a slow process...they can't mark the time it started, and most don't realize how to end it

<chosen> if they're not seeking Father then they won't hear His wisdom

<opentext> For that matter, how many even consider that they are stuck in the darkness, or in the midst of a crisis? 

<at-peace> not many ... being blinded by the god of this world

<chosen> one needs a personal relationship with Father in order to know His voice

<opentext> Study to show "yourself" approved unto God; something for us all to consider this day, if one wants to avoid a crisis in their life.
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