Bible Study Monday 23 September 2002

 

What if? Two little words, but with very vast and far-reaching implications. One will often say that they believe God, but that will often be followed with, what if.

 

Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. KJV

 

Hebrews 4:2 For we have had the good news told to us as well as they, but the message heard did them no good, because they were not by faith made one with those who heeded it. (William's New Testament)

 

Often times one will hear the message delivered, however, does one always obey that which they hear? Two cannot walk together unless they be in agreement. Though two people may in the physical walk side by side, this does not necessarily mean that they are in agreement with all in life. The point is, that God’s Word is supposed to be that which we live and walk in agreement with; thus, why Paul tells us that we are to walk by faith, that is in agreement with the message delivered by and through the Word of God, Christ, and not by sight, that is those things ruled and governed by the physical senses.

 

The Word tells us clearly, that whomever is not with Him, is against Him. Any time one makes a decision against the Word, they have placed themselves in opposition against God, His Word and His kingdom. 

 

Matthew 12:30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. (KJV)

 

[He that is not with me is against me] In vain do men seek for methods to reconcile God and mammon. There is no medium between loving the Lord and being his enemy-- between belonging to Christ or to Satan. If we be on the side of the Devil, we must expect to go to the Devil's hell; if we be on the side of Christ, we may expect to go to his heaven. When Christ, his truth, and his servants are assaulted, he who does not espouse their cause is not on Christ's side, but incurs the guilt of deserting and betraying him. There are many (it is to be feared), in the world who are really against Christ, and scatter abroad, who flatter themselves that they are workers together with him, and of the number of his friends! (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Paul summed it up well in his letter to the Philippians in stating that; Philippians 3:10 Yes, I long to come to know Him; that is, the power of His resurrection and so to share with Him his sufferings as to be continuously transformed by His death. (William's New Testament). His salvation was not going to be dependent in and upon what anyone else believed or said, but only on his relationship with God and the risen Christ.

 

What if, today, you were to walk by faith?
(
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