23 March 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

 

<mike> Father, we thank you this day for the faith of Christ. Without this rock solid hope of salvation, we would be as those that are outside... lost in a dying generation. Thank you so much for the Life in the Spirit of Christ and we thank you all the more for each other and the fellowship we have in Christ Jesus' name.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. KJV

 

<opentext> In Adam all die, in Christ all have life available to them. The key is, that one is able to confess their sins or shortcomings before God, in order to receive His grace and mercy.

<opentext> As we saw yesterday, Adam as soon as he sinned, immediately placed the blame on everything except himself, and failed to accept responsibility for His disobedience to that which God asked of Him.

<opentext> Isn't that what people do when they are not ready to seek Father's mercy, they look for anyone or anything except themselves, to be the blame for their disobedience?

<helpmate> yes   <chosen> yes not willing to look in their own eye

<mike> yes    <at-peace> looking for a way to excuse themselves

<opentext> The free gift of God, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, is available to any and all that will admit their shortcomings, and allow this precious gift of God to live and operate within their life. The choice is very simple, His righteousness, or our own righteousness [stinky rags].

 

<opentext> Titus 3:5Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy

Ghost; 6Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life(KJV)

 

<opentext> How often does fear build what seems to be a impassable wall to Father, when one will not admit their need for His grace, so that they can be accepted into His family?

<helpmate> always because fear has torment

<helpmate> I Jn 4:18There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.  (KJV)

 

<opentext> Gal 3:24Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

 

<opentext> The Old Testament pointed to Christ the coming Messiah. The New Testament points to the fact that Christ has come. And by Jesus of Nazareth, who set the path for us to follow, we now have the opportunity to be partakers of the divine nature of Christ. The same measure of the gift that Jesus of Nazareth had. One Lord, one faith, one baptism, to present us to the one Father of all.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) KJV

 

<opentext> Gal 2:16Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified (KJV)

 

<opentext> Being justified by the faith of Christ! 

<opentext> The measure of faith; the measure of the gift of Christ. His Word has gone to all the world. It is there for anyone [whosoever] will hear and comply with it.

<opentext> In the world there are many voices, and yet they all speak one of two things; life or death.

 

<opentext> In Christ there is life, apart from Him, death. Justification, or condemnation.

<opentext> In one man's offense death reigns, and the only escape from that is by justification by and through Christ, by hearing and obeying the Message once delivered.

<opentext> One voice in the world speaks life by and through Christ, all other voices lead to the broad path which leads to death. Grace and peace only come from the Father by and through Christ.

 

<opentext> Jude 3-4 Dear friends, I've dropped everything to write you about this life of salvation that we have in common. I have to write insisting — begging! — that you fight with everything you have in you for this faith entrusted to us as a gift to guard and cherish.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Jude 3 Beloved, my whole concern was to write to you in regard to our common salvation. [But] I found it necessary and was impelled to write you and urgently appeal to and exhort [you] to contend for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints [the faith which is that sum of Christian belief which was delivered verbally to the holy people of God]. AMP

 

<opentext> Contending for the faith, treasuring above anything and everything else, the precious gift that has been given to us.

<opentext> Holding fast our profession of faith, without wavering. One's life should be an open profession of their faith in the Creator, and His Message of love and reconciliation.

<opentext> As Paul tells us, that constant battle between the lower nature and the divine nature, to see which will have authority within one's life.

<opentext> So often people want to war with other people about their beliefs, when we can see from the scriptures, that the real war takes place within a person. This is where contending for the faith is.

<mike> so true  <helpmate> and if we do not have that peace of God, there will be a war

<opentext> Each and every day, and each and every moment of that day, a person is faced with two paths to follow; the one of the lower nature that Adam set for us by disobedience, and the of the forerunner, Jesus Christ, who took the footsteps asked of Him by the Father. Self-justification, or, justification by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> As for me and my house, this day we will serve the Lord! what choice will you make? Any questions or comments from today's study?
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