23 June 2005 Thursday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, that was ordained for us through Christ Jesus before the world was formed. We thank you for the mercy, grace and peace that has been made available to us by the precious gift of your Son and our savior, Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Rom 12:18-19, 18 If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave the way open for [God's] wrath; for it is written, Vengeance is Mine, I will repay (requite), says the Lord. AMP

<opentext> Many times in the past we have talked and shared about the Hebrew word shalom. Yet, how often does one equate it with the word peace?

<disciple> that was the first definition i heard of it, but quite often say it without thinking of the meaning of it

<at-peace> for me each time i post it

<opentext> The God of peace, as Paul says, shall make you whole. In Christ is our deliverance; in Christ is our safety, in Christ is our strength. It is so easy for a person to assume or take for granted that which has been made available to us.

<opentext> Gal 5:22-23, 22 But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work which His presence within accomplishes] is love, joy (gladness), peace, patience (an even temper, forbearance), kindness, goodness (benevolence), faithfulness, 23 Gentleness (meekness, humility), self-control (self-restraint, continence). Against such things there is no law [that can bring a charge]. AMP

<opentext> The thing most never even realize is as Paul says in Romans 12:18, is that it depends upon us [the individual], as to how much of His good work that we allow to go on within us.

<opentext> And one must also remember to keep in mind here in chapter 12 that we are seeing Paul explain to us how the character of Christ develops and grows within the believer.

<opentext> And this is made more clear by Paul’s explanation of life in the Spirit in the above verses in Galatians. The love of Go [Christ} is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given to us; thus Christ, the joy of the Father is our strength to overcome the weaknesses of the lower nature.

<opentext> This is what produces the peace of God within one's heart, which enables them to be consistent in their walk, allowing the light of Jesus Christ to shine forth from them at all times in all situations, because they recognize God's love for them, and His faithfulness to them.

<opentext> So when God's peace is ruling within one's heart, and the sound mind renewed a filled by the truth of His Word, there is no place for one to be spiteful [revenge or vengeance] in their life or their walk.

<opentext> So when one is not content, what kind of warning signs or flags should that put up for the believer to recognize?

<disciple> seeing things from the flesh point of view, fleshly thoughts and emotions...walking by sight rather than faith

<at-peace> that they are stepping out of the light which illuminates God's peace

<opentext> Gal 5:19-21, 19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. KJV

<opentext> Now one can look at the cravings of the lower nature, but how often does one recognize that these can only come into play, when one fails to allow the peace of God to rule and reign within their heart and life?

<at-peace> without Christ there is no peace... if walking in the light one will learn to recognize and avoid it by putting the flesh in subjection

<disciple> we must recognize that if we are to walk in the Spirit, by faith...we are not ignorant of the devil's devices, and he tries to use the flesh to entice us away from Father

<opentext> Col 3:15-16, 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; (KJV)

<opentext> So as Paul says in Romans 12:18, "as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.", is determined by the effort one puts into their relationship with God by and through Christ.

<opentext> Rom 12:20, Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. KJV

<opentext> Now, even when we were yet enemies of the cross of Christ, didn't the Father provide for us, in spite of the condition that we were in?

<at-peace> yes    <disciple> yes

<opentext> And even though He provided for us, what was our attitude and response? Didn't most often complain about what they had, and what they yet thought was "owed" to them?

<at-peace> i can't recall exactly, i knew He was there just didn't acknowledge Him

<disciple> i can't remember 

<opentext> So if we can see and realize how God loved us while we were yet lost; then how should we be to those whom God has in our path through life?

<at-peace> in the same manner as our Father would for He wishes that none should perish 

<disciple> we should love them and see them as they can be, rather than who they are now...showing Christ in us, being that example of the believer

<opentext> Isn't the tendency of the lower nature at times, to rate those who we think are worthy of receiving Father mercy, grace and peace; and those who "we think" should not receive the time of day, let alone any assistance of any form?

<at-peace> would have to say yes…one may not realize that they are doing it at times

<disciple> sometimes i realize i am doing that and other times, not

<opentext> In the gospels we are able to see the character of Christ brought out in the life of Jesus of Nazareth. We are able to see Father's love put forth for all to see. And Paul in this chapter is showing us how we are able to also be partakers of His divine nature, so that we too can do all that Father asks of us.
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