Bible Study Tuesday 23 July 2002

 

One has to receive Him, according to the will of God the Father; that is according to the terms and conditions set forth within God’s Word.

 

John 1:12-13 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. KJV

 

The New Testament gives us the guidelines of what is required of the believer, to be and remain a partaker of His divine nature and kingdom. Yet, how many really know what the word “testament” means?

 

Definition for testament: 1242 diatheke (dee-ath-ay'-kay); properly, a disposition, i.e. (specially) a contract (especially a devisory will): 1) a disposition, arrangement, of any sort, which one wishes to be valid, the last disposition which one makes of his earthly possessions after his death, a testament or will 2) a compact, a covenant, a testament, God's covenant with Noah, etc.

 

Definition for contract: a formal agreement enforceable by law, or the document containing it.

 

So, the New Testament gives us the terms and conditions with God in regard to His law of faith, (Romans 3:27).

 

John 1:12-13 But to all who did accept Him, and trust in His name, He gave the right to become the children of God, 13. who were born of God and not of natural blood nor of physical or human impulse. (Williams New Testament)

 

As one accepts God’s sacrifice for their sins, they then have the right to seek to build their relationship with God, which is afforded or made available to them, by, through and in Christ Jesus. 

 

He who is made a child of God enjoys the greatest privilege which the Divine Being can confer on this side eternity. Those who accept Jesus Christ, as he is offered to them in the Gospel, have, through his blood, a right to this sonship; for by that sacrifice this blessing was purchased; and the fullest promises of God confirm it to all who believe. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

And those who are engrafted in the heavenly family have the highest honour and dignity to which it is possible for a human soul to arrive. What an astonishing thought is this! The sinner, who was an heir to all God's curses, has, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, a claim on the mercy of the Most High, and a right to be saved! (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Not all refused the Light. Those who received him gained power (authority, right) to become (then and there) sons (children) of God. Those who received are described as those who believe on his name (person). See <John 20:31>. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

These are two ways of saying the same thing. Believers are further described in terms of what God does for them. They are born . . . of God. This is not a natural process such as brings people into the world —not of blood (literally, [bloods]), suggesting the mingling of paternal and maternal strains in procreation. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

The will of the flesh suggests the natural, human desire for children, as the will of man (the word for husband) suggests the special desire for progeny to carry on a family name. So the new birth, something supernatural, is carefully guarded from confusion with natural birth. (From Wycliffe Commentary)
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