23 August 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for this day and for all that you have provided for us... we pray that we will clearly hear from you, that which you know each of us is in need of, to lead us along your path... and we pray that we will be attentive to only your voice this day, through Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 8:28-31, 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? KJV

 

<opentext> Now, many people will take the last part of verse 31, and want to claim that and apply that to and for their life. However, they omit, or forget the first part of that verse, which asks the question, what shall we say to these things?

<opentext> And the thing that Paul is referring to is that which is stated in verse 28 through 30.

<opentext> All things will work together for my good, if i remain in compliance with the stipulations of the invitation to the marriage supper.

<opentext> That is what it is to remain called [invited] according to His purpose.

<opentext> But, then one also has to be operating within those guidelines of which He put into place and motion, before the foundation of the world.

<opentext> And in operating within the boundaries of those guidelines, one then will be operating in and by the Word, within the boundaries of faith, living and walking by His Spirit, so that they will be changed, transformed into the image of His Son.

<opentext> Thus why Paul states, that He "might be" the firstborn among many brethren.

<opentext> So then those that are walking in accordance with His Word, being transformed by His Word and Spirit, then are operating within the guidelines of the invitation and are therefore justified by grace through faith in the operation and manifestation of the love of God, and therefore are in compliance with His eternal purpose.

<opentext> Then, i will be confident of the work that He has begun within me, and will know that the shield of faith will stop and diffuse any and all fiery darts that come in my direction. So, when we read verse 31, does one always keep the preceding verses in mind as well?

<chosen> no

<disciple> no, haven't thought about the previous verses in conjunction with verse 31

 

<opentext> As Christians, we often assume more then one should, and try misappropriate the blessings of God as well, when on is not in full compliance with His Word. And yet, then when things do not go as "we think they should", who gets the blame, God?

<disciple> sometimes, yes

 

<opentext> It is a matter of learning to live every moment in and of the Word. Often though, people think that only applies to the preachers or teachers of the Word. But the truth be known and acknowledged, that it is every believers responsibility to live each and every moment in the Word, regardless of what God has asked of us.

<opentext> God can only be for me, if i am living in full compliance and agreement with His Word, cheerfully giving myself to Him. So, how often does one meet the first requirements, but then fail to be doing it cheerfully?

<disciple> would like to say always, but that is not always the case

 

<opentext> Rom 8:32, He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? KJV

 

<opentext> He spared not His own Son, but offered Him up "for us ALL". He paid the total price and sacrifice for all, so that none have an excuse for not receiving the gift. The gift is there for us [anyone and everyone]. God has freely given to us ALL things of Him and His kingdom, yet, have we made the same kind of sacrifice back to Him?

<disciple> not at all       <chosen> no

<at-peace> freely ye have received, freely give... one should freely give of themselves to God, willingly and not of constraint

 

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that we are to present ourselves to God, a living sacrifice, and one can only be a living sacrifice if they are alive in Christ. And one can only be alive in Christ, if they are living and operating in compliance with His purpose and plan.

<opentext> So how often does one make claim to God's promises, but fail to see, observe and then do, that which is necessary for those promises to be put into operation within one's life?

<disciple> we, at times, stand on the receiving end, without giving to Father the things He asks of us

 

<opentext> God is for me then, when i am living His Word, operating within His purpose and plan, and presenting myself to Him a living sacrifice. This should be a moment by moment process, so that my whole motivation in life, is to be pleasing to Him.
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