22 June 2005 Wednesday Bible study

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for us that will keep and sustain us in your truth and life that is only in Christ Jesus that in and through all things you would receive the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:18-19, 18 If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave the way open for [God's] wrath; for it is written, Vengeance is Mine, I will repay (requite), says the Lord. AMP

 

<opentext> Allowing the peace of God which passes our understanding to have right of way in our life. 

<opentext> Though at times it may not seem or appear possible to have and maintain that peace in one's life, is when one needs to remember that that which seems or appears impossible with us, is possible with God.

 

<opentext> John 14:27, Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Note the last part of the verse, and those things which try to overthrow the peace of God within one's life.

<opentext> If you will recall what Paul wrote to us, that God has not given us the spirit of fear, but rather that of power, Christ being the power and wisdom of God; and love, for God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son to redeem those who would believe; and a sound mind, that is a mind that is continually renewed and refreshed in the Word of God.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one allow fear in? How often when growing up, did one's parents try to instill fear within us?

<chosen> it used to be constantly

<opentext> The devil comes to steal the peace of God in the believers life, so that it will kill the hope that is within the believer, and thus destroy one's trust and reliance in God.

<opentext> Have you ever noticed then when fear tries to get a foothold in a persons life, how quickly the peace of God begins to diminish?

<helpmate_> yes

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> a little leaven allowed in will leaven the whole lump

<opentext> Now if you are fearful, how do you think you are going to treat other people, let alone respond to things that they say or do?

<at-peace> distance and distrust

<helpmate_> yes, at arms length

<opentext> And often times when one is in this state of mind, then don't they also wish that people would have to go through the same things that are transpiring in their lives?

<helpmate_> that can only happen when one is in the flesh

<opentext> So we can see then, that one is operating in fear, is when they then seek revenge or vengeance in and on those around them. A sound mind, one that is renewed and refreshed in the power and love of God, will cast those fears down as soon as they see them trying to gain any kind of foothold within their life.

<opentext> Stop and consider for a moment, before you had accepted God's grace and love, the fear that was in your life. So how was God able to reach you?

<helpmate_> by seeing that peace in someone else and i wanted the same peace

<at-peace> through His love, kindness and peace that He brought to my life

<opentext> Now also consider this, that before you were a believer, would God have been just in having His revenge or vengeance released on you?

<helpmate_> would have to say...yes…because i was not one of His

<opentext> So in spite of all your failures and short comings, God had mercy and tolerance with you. So then why don't we then allow the peace of Christ in our life, then show this same love to those who are around us, and especially to those who rub us the wrong way?

<helpmate_> i am getting better at it

<at-peace> one has to die to their flesh first to allow that peace to remain and be able to love others regardless of their imperfections that may rub one the wrong way

<at-peace> and learn to know no man after the flesh, but after the spirit

<opentext> So we can then see how essential that it is, that we allow the character of Christ to develop within us, so that we are able to show the same love and compassion for all people. To be mindful of how while we were yet sinners, how He first loved us.

<opentext> We often forget how it was that God first reached us. So if one will allow His peace to rule and reign in their heart, then that same love and compassion that He had for us, is what will shine to all those who are around us in our daily walk.
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