22 June 2004 Tuesday Bible study.
 

<at-peace> Father we come before you with open hearts ready to hear and receive all that you have prepared for us that will keep and sustain us on the strait and narrow path home to you.  Thank you for this time of fellowship and this day to worship you in Spirit and in Truth giving you all the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Romans 8:7.  Because one's thinking the things suggested by the lower nature means enmity to God, for it does not subject itself to God's law, nor indeed can it. 8.  The people who live on the plane of the lower nature cannot please God. [Williams NT]

 

<opentext> Many times I have heard people say that someone is so heavenly minded, that they are no earthly good.

<opentext> Often times people will laugh at this statement, but the fact is, that it shows their ignorance of God, His law of faith, and His kingdom. As well as shows their lack of knowledge and understanding of what it takes to live within the realm of His Spirit.

<opentext> People also rationalize that they do not always have to be "thinking" about God and His Word, but that that is required only at certain times and places.

<opentext> The Bible constantly and consistently tells a person about meditating in the Word, day and night. We are told not to allow the Word to depart from us. Yet, with all of the warnings, why is it that people take these statements so lightly, with so little regard?

<disciple> they want to focus on self...not discipline

 

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

Romans 8:8  And those whose hearts are absorbed in earthly things cannot please God.

 

<opentext> For the last chapter and a half, Paul has been talking about why people do the things that they do not want to do, because they know that they are not pleasing to God, yet find themselves in the precarious position of doing those things.

<opentext> Weymouth says it in a way that shows how deeply entrenched some of the old habits of the flesh are settled within a person. 

<opentext> Those whose hearts are absorbed by earthly things.

<opentext> If one is not for Him, then they are against Him. That is really how simple it is. So then why does one have such a hard time maintaining their walk on the strait and narrow path?

<disciple> they give place to satan...doubt and fear...and allow their feet to be misguided

<helpmate> they do not want to put their body under subjection and change any of their old ways

<chosen> the flesh is always trying to rise up wanting to take control

<at-peace> the cares and concerns of this life entering in 

 

<opentext> Because it is a carnal mind, and relishes earthly and sinful things, and lives in opposition to the pure and holy law of God. Therefore, it is hostility against God; it is irreconcilable and implacable hatred. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

<opentext> Again, as we talked about yesterday, how Clarke states that it is a hatred to and for God, and those things which God stands for.

<opentext> Or as a translation of one of the earlier verses we discussed last week, how it described it as obsession with self.

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth, by hearing and obeying those things He heard by and through the Spirit of Christ, always responded by doing those things that pleased the Father. The same choice that we have, along with the same ability.

<opentext> So then why is it so difficult to always do those things which are pleasing to Father?

<helpmate> we have not trained ourselves properly to do so

<disciple> we allow the lower nature control to rebel against Father at times

<chosen> the devil will keep putting temptations before us, and it's up to us to learn to resist him at all times

<opentext> As Charlene brought up just a bit ago, in bringing up a part of the discernment given in the teaching of the sower, and the different attitudes exposed in how one receives, tends for and lives the Word which has been given to each and every person.

<opentext> First off, how receptive are we to that which one hears? Does one even allow it in, or perhaps close the door on it immediately?

<disciple> sometimes we close the door, because it is not what we want to hear

<opentext> If one does receive it, then does one tend to it, allow it to be nurtured and grow? Or does one only think about removing the rocks and debris, pulling the weeds, and  watering it when dire times come?

<at-peace> one should always take heed to what they hear, and if it is not in line with the Word one should bring it into captivity immediately to the obedience of Christ

<disciple> once we accept what we hear, then we should apply it to our lives, maintaining it in union with Father

<opentext> Being absorbed with earthly things, one has allowed the concerns of this life "in", and these characteristics and traits of the lower nature will choke out those characteristics and traits of the divine nature. 

<opentext> What would have happened if Jesus Christ had been more concerned with what the people thought of Him, then what Father thought of Him?

<helpmate> we would be on the road to hell

<chosen> there would be no Way of escape for us now

<disciple> He would not have taught the truth, though it angered others...He would have compromised the message Father sent through Him

<at-peace> He would have fallen short of the glory of God 

 

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

Romans 8:8  And those whose hearts are absorbed in earthly things cannot please God.

 

<opentext> So then, if one is going to come and follow Him, they have to make that choice and determination to also live in and on the plane of the divine nature, so that all that they say, and all that they do is pleasing to the Father.
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