22 July 2004 Thursday Bible study

 

<mike> Father, we thank you for this day and your continual faithfulness. We ask this day for our daily bread of life that will sustain us in your love... in Christ's glorious name.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. KJV

 

<opentext> Delivered from the power of bondage or darkness, and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son, in whom we have redemption, as well as the forgiveness of sins.

<opentext> The constant battle between the lower nature, and the divine nature, to see who will be in control. Yet, how often does one forget, that it is only the truth of His Word, that is able to set a person free, and then for that liberty to remain, one has to continue in that Word of truth?

<greg> many start the race, few are willing to run it to the finish

<mike> John 8:31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)

<mike> he exhorted those who believed on him to continue

 

<opentext> Rom 8:22 We know that the whole creation [of irrational creatures] has been moaning together in the pains of labor until now. AMP

 

<opentext> I like the way the Amplified translation states the condition of an unregenerated person, that they are irrational creatures. How aptly does it describe anyone that ignores the Word of truth?

<disciple> very well...until they walk in truth, they have no hope

<mike> perfectly describes the state of their hearing too

<greg> they are so conformed to this world that the things of God are foolishness to them

<at-peace> double minded man is unstable in all his ways

<opentext> Think about that for a moment, can you recall trying to share His Word with someone that did not want to hear it, and how would you describe their response to that what you shared, irrational? And what is it like to try to reason with some that is irrational?

<greg> its like dealing with the public all day, they are never wrong no matter how idiotic they act

<mike> so true

<helpmate> most have blinders on and ear plugs in

<mike> we share the simplicity of the truth... and watch the sower parable in action in a person's hearing

<disciple> like talking with somebody who doesn't know the english language

<opentext> Thus we can see the wisdom that Peter had acquired, when he said to be ready to have an answer, for those who ask a reason of the hope within you. In other words, only those seeking the truth.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves too, who have and enjoy the firstfruits of the [Holy] Spirit [a foretaste of the blissful things to come] groan inwardly as we wait for the redemption of our bodies [from sensuality and the grave, which will reveal] our adoption (our manifestation as God's sons). AMP

 

<opentext> They [any person that has not the Spirit of Christ] groan and contort their faces because of the pain the truth causes them, by rejection of it. For the believer, they groan because they are at times impatient about still having to be here.

<opentext> One will also groan a bit, as they watch people reject the simplicity of the truth of His Word.

<opentext> For those who are walking in the truth, walking in the light, the simplicity of the gospel of Christ is so plain, so easy to be understood, it at times seems inconceivable, why people are not able to hear and see that which we do.

<opentext> Now another thing that one must remember here, is that since we have been delivered from the power of darkness, and that we have been translated into the kingdom of His dear SOn, that we are the firstfruits of His creation, why it is so vital that one remains seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> How easy is it to be pulled down, if one decides to become entangled in the affairs of this world?

<helpmate> very easy and it WILL happen

<at-peace> little leaven can and will leaven the whole lump if allowed

<disciple> it's inevitable

<greg> Matt 7:6Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. (KJV)

<helpmate> we need to cast it down before we too get entangled in it

<opentext> Thus any groaning that we [the believers] do, should be in the anticipation of being taken home, and not for any other reason.

<greg> the wisdom of God that we share at times and think is the answer, is not always readily received by others

<helpmate> Matt 10:22And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.  (KJV)

<opentext> Good point greg, because what Father shows us, just may be only for our edification at the time. And if one does not seek His wisdom at all times, in every situation, one could be drawn into some very disturbing confrontations.

[05:30] <greg> before one realizes it, they are wrestling with flesh and blood, carnal man

<opentext> If we are His children, as stated in these verses for today, then we have to remember that it is only Him that we have to please. One must remain mindful, that Jesus Christ only did and said those things which pleased the Father, regardless of the circumstances that went on externally around Him.

<helpmate> someplace one should not have had their nose in the first place

<opentext> Was just thinking of the worldly expression, "getting one's nose bent out of shape", and maybe that comes from sticking one's nose where it did not belong in the first place.

<mike> Prov 26:17He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears. (KJV)

<opentext> Working our "our own salvation" with reverence and respect to and for God, recognizing the great gift of life that He has made available to us by and through the sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Today, to know that you are His child, that you are a first fruit of His new creation, and you only have to be pleasing to Him.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/   <opentext> yes greg

<greg> Isa 30:9 For this is a rebellious people, faithless and lying sons, children who will not hear the law and instruction of the Lord; 10 Who [virtually] say to the seers [by their conduct], See not! and to the prophets, Prophesy not to us what is right! Speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceitful illusions. AMP

<mike> wow

<opentext> Isa 30: 9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD:10 Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: KJV

 

<greg> there is famine for hearing the true word of 

God, and many are starving spiritually

<at-peace> 1 Pet 4:14If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Peter 4:14 If you are censured and suffer abuse [because you bear] the name of Christ, blessed [are you--happy, fortunate, to be envied, with life-joy, and satisfaction in God's favor and salvation, regardless of your outward condition], because the Spirit of glory, the Spirit of God, is resting upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. AMP
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