22 January 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father thank you for this day and this opportunity to fellowship together and

 learn of you and those things that you have blessed us with so that we are able to take

 and apply that which is needful in our walk this day that we may be pleasing to you and

 give you all the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our

 Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? 2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 4:1[BUT] IF so, what shall we say about Abraham, our forefather humanly speaking--[what did he] find out? [How does this affect his position, and what was gained by him?] 2 For if Abraham was justified ( established as just by acquittal from guilt) by good works [that he did, then] he has grounds for boasting. But not before God! AMP

 

<opentext> How often is it, that people assume that they are justified before God by

 certain physical attributes, such as, the lineage, or the people they associate with?

<disciple> most of the world relies on that  <chosen> most think like that

<d-h> j: most of the world assumes that

<opentext> What few realize, is how much these physical attributes or traits hinder their

 relationship with God. Yet, because one was brought up and taught how valuable the

 world thinks these things are, don't they affect the mindset of the individual in the

 decision making process?

<d-h> yes    <disciple> yes

<helpmate> yes, their traditions and mans doctrines get in the way….becomes a stumbling block

<opentext> And because we can see our fellow man, doesn't one then often put more

 credence in their physical relationships of those that they can see, then a God they have

 a hard time believing [hearing or seeing]?

<disciple> most would rather rely on those they have earthly respect for

<helpmate> the blind leaders of the blind

<chosen> most worship others rather than God

<at-peace> natural man cannot receive the things of God neither knoweth he them... it is

 only through the Spirit that we are able to see and hear Him

 

<opentext> Gen 12:1
Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: (KJV)


 

<opentext> Now, stop and think for a moment. How often have you thought about

 Abraham, and what he was before his relationship with God began? Do you really

 comprehend that he was a pagan or heathen?

<chosen> that is hard to comprehend   <d-h> most times no

<disciple> lol...never really thought about a before

<helpmate> just like we were before we accepted Christ as our lord and saviour

<opentext> So then, if we realize that he was a pagan or a heathen, does one

 understand that it was how he was brought up, and the people that he associated with,

 that caused him to continue in this manner of life and living [spiritually corrupt]?

<helpmate> no different today as it was then…spiritually dead is spiritually dead

<chosen> yes   <disciple> yes  <disciple> he had stinkin thinkin too

<d-h> g: he  had to come out from among them and be separate as we do

<opentext> Note in Genesis 12 that God asks Abraham to get out of the country he was in, to eliminate the people that had a corrupting influence on him, and to go to a place that God would direct.

<opentext> Now, often times people will move for God, but will they then cut the ties from

 the people that led them into the wilderness in the first place?

<helpmate> no   <disciple> no   <chosen> no   <d-h> j: no

<d-h> g: very few do cut those ties

<opentext> God wants to deliver us from the power of darkness, and to translate us into

 the kingdom of His dear Son. However, can God force us to do this, can He force us to

 follow Him?

<disciple> nope   <d-h> no   <chosen> no   <d-h> g: it is each person's choice

<opentext> So if God can't force us; if He would not violate our free will; then why so often do people want to wait for God to make the changes in them and around them, rather then stepping out in faith?

<d-h> j: the earthly churches teach that God will do it all

<disciple> it's a growing process, learning to trust Him as our relationship with Him deepens

<helpmate> i hear that a lot...if God wants me to change, He will change me

<chosen> the "comfortable zone" of the flesh... they don’t really want to change and know that God won't do it... they use it as an excuse to not make any changes

<disciple> the less the relationship, the more we rely on self or blame God if it doesn't go the way we want it to

<d-h> g: sometimes we know what He is asking but are still not sure in ourselves, especially of the details

 

<opentext> Rom 4:3 For what does the Scripture say? Abraham believed in (trusted in) God, and it was credited to his account as righteousness (right living and right standing with God). AMP

 

<opentext> We can look throughout the Bible and see those few that pleased God. Yet, most times one seldom gives thought to how they lived, and why they lived that way. Abraham believed God, and then did that which God asked of Him. 

<opentext> Abraham lived the way that God asked Him to. How often do you drag your feet in things that God asks of you?

<disciple> :-/  once too often

<d-h> g: whenever we allow the lower nature to get the upper hand

<opentext> How often does one do what God asks of them, but then, after a period of time, run back to where they were delivered from?

<helpmate> every time we go back to where we were....we are departing the faith

<mike`> good point sis

<disciple> we have to leave Father to go back...then we are no longer under His protection

<helpmate> 1 Tim 4:1Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; (KJV)

<opentext> Without faith [obedience to the Message heard from God] it is impossible to please Him. One must live their life according to His Word, and not that of the world.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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