22 February 2006 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we come before you this, seeking first your kingdom and your righteousness, through the one mediator between God and man, that man being the firstborn into your kingdom, Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament…Romans 16:25  To Him who has it in His power to make you strong, as declared in the Good News which I am spreading, and the proclamation concerning Jesus Christ, in harmony with the unveiling of the Truth which in the periods of past Ages remained unuttered,

 

<opentext> The proclamation of the mystery, the unveiling of Jesus Christ, the first born of many brethren, the first born from the dead, showing us plainly Father's masterful plan and purpose of reconciliation between man and God.

<opentext> Yet how often does one keep this in mind each day, or does one often forget that?

<greg> if one forgets it, its because it was not a priority in their life, and the things of this realm have become of more importance than the things in Gods realm

<at-peace> we have been given the ministry of reconciliation, something one should never forget

<opentext> Each of us is responsible for our own salvation, and the developing of this precious gift that one has received. And if one fails to remain mindful of the gift and how much it entails, what will happen? How long before the gift losses its newness, and the value of it?

<greg> like with anything else, if one lets the thief steal their joy, then they will end up looking for something else to fill a void that will be nothing more than a cheap imitation

<at-peace> one begins to take it for granted and the longer one takes it for granted the less they regard the value and beauty of the gift given

<opentext> 2 Peter 1:4,  By means of these He has bestowed on us His precious and exceedingly great promises, so that through them you may escape [by flight] from the moral decay (rottenness and corruption) that is in the world because of covetousness (lust and greed), and become sharers (partakers) of the divine nature. AMP

<opentext> So the unveiling of these promises, shows one how to be a partaker in and of the divine nature, so that one can find the path that leads to eternal life, and thus maintain that right standing with God through this active participation.

<opentext> Yet, how many remember, or even know, that it takes a now faith active participation, in order to maintain that right standing with God? (This is the day that the Lord has made, and i choose to rejoice and be glad in it)

<at-peace> few 

<greg> Matt 11:30, For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. (KJV)

<greg> its much easier to stay in the now, than to think to far ahead, or try and change things of the past

<at-peace> there is freedom in now faith and many get entangled in the cares and concerns of this life when not operating in now faith

<opentext> Now recall that which we discussed the last few days, about being that example of the believer; that is, that the truth of God's purpose and plan for mankind, can be plainly revealed through our life. Now if one could remain mindful of this, would one be as apt to misuse, or neglect this gift that is within?

<greg> there would be more of an attitude of thanksgiving for what Father has already done on our behalf, and not a what have you done for me lately mindset

<opentext> So we can then see how imperative that it is, that one maintains that active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ, so that Father's purpose and plan is plainly revealed by and through our life, so that our life does stay in constant harmony or agreement with God.

<opentext> Don't people most often fall away, when they fail to remain mindful of the value of this gift?

<greg> if one doesn’t seek and maintain the mind of Christ and what Father has provided in the spiritual realm for us, then the value goes down and other things take over

<opentext> So we can see why Weymouth used the word harmony in his translation. People seldom think of living each moment in harmony with God, but rather think that there are certain times or days where they should do this, but seldom relate it to a now faith thing, that is to pray or communicate with God without ceasing.

<opentext> As Peter stated, that it is one maintains these great and precious promises that they are then able to maintain a constant and consistent vision of the strait and narrow path, which gives them that way of escape from this present evil world, and how one can maintain their being seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament…Romans 16:26  but has now been brought fully to light, and by the command of the God of the Ages has been made known by the writings of the Prophets among all the Gentiles to win them to obedience to the faith -

<opentext> And because of the faithfulness of Christ Jesus, we now have a Guide that will lead us and guide us into all truth concerning Father's masterful plan, and reveal to us all that had been hidden within the Word, but is now made plain by His Spirit.

<opentext> I like the way Weymouth says that it has been brought fully to light. The mystery of the gospel has been revealed, however, one has to be attentive to God and His Word in order for it to be understood.

<opentext> But, this is able to happen, when one is obedient to the faith, that is that they hear and obey the voice and the Word of God. That is they hear what the Father asks of them, and receive this Word into their life, and allow it to become an actual way of life and living.

<opentext> Col 1:25-27, 25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: KJV

<opentext> It is made manifest, a plain and clear bill of lading, that shows those who will watch and hear, that which has been made available to them by and through the gift of Christ.

 <opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<greg> 1.   As God's fellow-worker I beg you too not to accept God's favor and throw it away.

<greg> 2.  For He says: "At a welcome time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you."<a>  Right now the time of welcome is here; right now it is the day of salvation.

<greg> 2Cor 6:1&2

<opentext> living and abiding in now faith

<greg> like it was said earlier, if one would learn to stay in the now, dealing with what is on our plate today, we would not be trying to handle things on our own so much, but letting God who is able to above and beyond what we ask or think when we allow Him
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