22 February 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we are so thankful for this day and this time that you have made available to us, that we can come before you by and through Christ Jesus, to receive of you and from you that which is essential for us to grow up into Christ in all things.

<opentext> Rom 11:28-29, 28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. KJV

<opentext> Whatever is not of faith, is sin.

<opentext> Without faith, it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> If any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is not one of His.

<opentext> People hear these words of wisdom from Father all of the time, but how many really hear that which Father is saying within them?

<chosen> only those that seek His revelation of them

<opentext> If one was not able to recognize the enemy, how difficult would it be for a person to stay secure? To be able to have a proper defensive system?

<chosen> very difficult

<opentext> What one also has to remain cognizant of as well, as that we too were once numbered with those that are enemies of the cross of Christ, but we were delivered from the power of darkness.

<opentext> So one has to be able to see deliverance for those that are still yet in bondage, as God's arm is never to short to save.

<opentext> By seeing those that are still in bondage, should also be a reminder for us from where we once were delivered from, and cause one to be thankful for that which we have received from the Father, Christ.

<opentext> Wasn't it when the children of Israel forgot Father's mercy, that the grumbling and complaining began?

<chosen> yes

<opentext> Remember that Paul tells us that in everything we are to give thanks. Not for everything, because only the good and perfect gifts are from above. To be mindful of all that Father has made available to us to be able to bring about a successful journey home.

<opentext> Doesn't grumbling and complaining also happen when one forgets all that Father has made available to us? 

<chosen> yes, taking for granted all that He has freely given to us

<opentext> How easy is it to think or assume that others have received more from the Father then us?

<chosen> usually when one is not content with the new creation they are in Christ

<opentext> As Joel says, that He has poured out His Spirit upon all flesh. He has made available to all the measure of the gift of Christ. So it is a matter of whether or not one is willing to accept all that Father has made available to them.

<opentext> Yet, how often do people complain that Father has not done enough for them? Or that He may be holding something back from them?

<chosen> when their focus is on physical things

<opentext> Yes, when their reactions, their leanings are to and in the old nature. 

<at-peace> as often as one is not content in that which has already been given

<opentext> In whatever state of growth I am in, to there with be content.

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are told that each person has to workout their own salvation. Yet, how often do people try to imitate other people, rather then being an imitator of Christ?

<at-peace> many are called but few are willing to put forth the effort to seek out who they are in Christ

<chosen> when they try to work out their salvation in their head, the fleshly mind, trying to please man

<opentext> We have all had to much practice of being a partaker of the lower nature. And it is very easy to regress to that place since we all had so many years of practicing that. So it takes a full and concerted effort for one to remain an active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> God has made available to us, the measure of the gift of Christ. God has made available to each and every person the measure of faith. 

<opentext> So why then when a person fails to follow God's instructions for proper operation of this gift, and things do not go as we planned, why is God blamed for our ignorance?

<at-peace> when one is not settled in their relationship with God

<opentext> 1 Peter 1:13-15, 13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; KJV

<opentext> The mind renewed in the revelation of Jesus Christ. It is so simple, yet people make it difficult, because they try to understand God by leaning to their own understanding, rather then seeking the insights from God by His Spirit.

<opentext> God has given us a guide to bring us to a working knowledge of His Word. However, one has to hear and obey the guide to be able to arrive at and receive the prize.

<opentext> So each day, it is a matter of remembering that God has made available to us the fulness of His Son. Now it is up to the individual to hear and obey the proper operating instructions.
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