21 November 2005 Monday Bible study.
 
<greg> Father we come before you this day, seeking first your kingdom, and the things you have prepared for us this day, to walk in the light as you are in the light, letting your word be a lamp unto our feet, and a light to shine on the same path walked by our forerunner, Jesus Christ our Lord
 
<opentext> Rom 14:19-21, 19 So let us then definitely aim for and eagerly pursue what makes for harmony and for mutual upbuilding (edification and development) of one another. 20 You must not, for the sake of food, undo and break down and destroy the work of God! Everything is indeed [ceremonially] clean and pure, but it is wrong for anyone to hurt the conscience of others or to make them fall by what he eats. 21 The right thing is to eat no meat or drink no wine [at all], or [do anything else] if it makes your brother stumble or hurts his conscience or offends or weakens him. AMP
 
<opentext> It is all a matter of the believer learning to use the wisdom and knowledge acquired of Christ, as a stepping stone for themselves and others, rather then allowing thier beliefs to become a stumbling block.
<opentext> Wanting others to have the same relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ as we have, but yet presenting it in love, rather then trying to force feed it on others.
<opentext> So it is a matter of one wanting to mature in Him; wanting to grow up into Him in all things, in all manner and aspects of our life. So why then is it so difficult for people then to arrive at this place in their walk?
<greg> Col 4:5-6, 5Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. 6Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. (KJV)
<greg> many times in our zeal, we want people to have and experience what we have, we just forget it didn’t happen over night
<opentext> Well, and not only that, but what about how it is that people also think or assume that others are then able to only experience God in the same ways and manners as they did?
<greg> that would be true, what worked for one would not always be what someone else needed, or what would enlighten them…not getting tunnel vision
<opentext> One has to remain mindful of the fact that each and every person is unique. So with each person being the individual that God created them to be, when they accept and utilize the gift of Christ, is then uniquely brought to life and manifest in that person by their own attributes designed within them.
<opentext> Just as we know that no two cars will act or operate exactly the same; but each will have their own characteristics unique to themselves. Likewise the same is true with each person, and so one has to hear Father's wisdom in each and every situation, in order for one to present to that person, that which will minister that grace to the hearer.
<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people will take the time or put forth the effort to hear and comprehend Father's wisdom, so that they are able to present His Message to the hearer, rather then their own?
<greg> Col 4:3-4, 3Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 4That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.  (KJV)
<greg> this is my prayer as well, that i may learn to speak, and know when that door is opened to present this as I ought
<opentext> Which brings up another point, how many people wait for God to open the proper door? How many storm and break open the wrong doors?
<greg> 1 Cor 2:6-7, 6Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 7But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: (KJV)
<greg> yes exactly, we can speak and expound on this wisdom to those that have matured and have a working understanding of this mystery, but with those that are new we need to be wise as serpents, yet harmless as doves
<opentext> Which then brings us to this place in the scriptures: 2 Tim 2:15-16, 15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. KJV
<opentext> Studying, being quick to aim to please Father. How often is it that they will do something that they think or assume will further the kingdom of God, and after they are done with it, then they will seek whether or not it was pleasing to Father?
<greg> Isa 55:11-12, 11So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 12For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. (KJV)
<greg> it prospers where He sent His word, letting the peace of God rule, and experiencing that joy of being obedient, knowing it is pleasing in Fathers sight
<opentext> Learning to seek Father, before one acts, so that they never have reason to be ashamed. Why? Because they have taken the time, and put forth the effort to place themselves within the prefect will of God, and will not settle for anything less.
<greg> not a ready shoot aim attitude
<opentext> Exactly! And that can only happen when one has confidence, true confidence in their relationship with Him. When one knows that they have and are using His Word as He intended and not for their own gain.
<opentext> Then one will have to confidence to speak when He asks them to speak, and present it as He wants it presented, and will not get caught up in the external situations.
<opentext> How often is it that people will argue and debate over the traditions and rituals, and forget to live and present the truth through their lifestyle and example?
<greg> if one is truly confident and assured of who they are in Christ, they don’t need to try and convince others with silly debates and strife’s, which in the end just stir up more ungodliness, they are totally confident that the work that has begun in them is not perfected by the flesh
<opentext> As you pointed out Greg, learning to present His Word, His truth, just as He presented it to us for delivery. No tampering with the mail.
<opentext> And that can only happen as one gains and grows in confidence in their relationship with Him. And that can only happen as they spend the proper amount of time and effort in nurturing and building that relationship with Him.
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