21 March 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for your word of life, to illuminate our path, and walk in the divine nature revealed by your Son, setting a perfect example for us to follow into your kingdom, letting your spirit of truth lead and guide us to victory this day through Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 12:1, I APPEAL to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship. AMP

 

<opentext> To present ourselves to God, a living sacrifice, which is your reasonable service. (…a living sacrifice – dieing daily to the wants and desires of the flesh that I can be raised a spiritual being. Laying down my life for the brethren as Jesus Christ did for me. Being a doer and not a hearer only of the truth.)
<opentext> Note that it says a living sacrifice; and without one being an active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ, there can be no life.

<opentext> And that is what James tells us as well, that faith, without works [active participation in the divine nature of Christ] is death (James 2:20-26).

<opentext> Think about that for a moment, what has been accomplished in and for the kingdom of God "without" the divine nature of Christ.

John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (KJV)

<opentext> Isn't anything apart from Christ not only self-centered, but also self-serving?

<helpmate> yes     <chosen> yes     <disciple> yes

<greg> without faith, acting on what is heard, is impossible to please Him (Heb 11:6)
<opentext> Think about in your own life, how anything apart from, or separate from Christ has turned out. 

<disciple> very badly

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people try to impress God [without active participation in and of the divine nature] and then wonder why things turn out so bad?

<greg> most walk by sight and not faith, and don’t end up in the place intended for them within the body

<opentext> As Greg says, that without faith, it is impossible to please Him; just as faith without that active participation leads to death, and we are supposed to be that living sacrifice.

<opentext> Let us refresh ourselves with what faith is:

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit. 

<opentext> Yet, how often when one says that they are living by faith, or operating in faith, does this definition always apply?

<disciple> not always

<greg> the just shall live by faith, but anything else and one is not letting the peace of God rule in their life, and then its a toss of the dice

Rom 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. (KJV) 

…..by the faith of Jesus Christ, through the operation of that same faith in my life.

Col 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. (KJV)

<opentext> That is why a living sacrifice is one that is made in and of active participation in the divine nature of Christ. That way one is then always seeking to do only those things that will be pleasing to the Father. John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, if someone raised you from the dead, how obligated would you feel towards them? What would you consider your reasonable service to them?

<chosen> would probably be very committed to them

<greg> one would want to stay close to that person, and not allow death to take place again

<helpmate> i would owe them my life and do anything they asked me to do that was not illegal

<disciple> in the spiritual, i would owe my life to them...in the physical, if i was with the Lord, i probably wouldn’t be too happy with them

<opentext> So, we were once dead, and while we were in that condition, Father loved us enough to allow Christ to raise us from the dead. And yet, does one always truly show their gratitude to Him for what He has done for them?

<at-peace> for many it is but for a season, it should be continual

<chosen> not always, but we should moment by moment

<disciple> not always, but it should be one of constant thanksgiving

Rom 8:11-14 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. (KJV)
1Thes 5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul says that this should be our reasonable service. So then isn't it when one forgets where they have been delivered from {He has delivered us from the power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son (Col 1:13)], that they will then begin to take for granted where they are in life?

<disciple> yes    <helpmate> yes     <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> Rom 12:2, And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. KJV

 

<opentext> When the mind is NOT properly renewed, then one will become forgetful, negligent of where they have come from, and where their final destination should be.

<opentext> So when you begin to take your relationship with God for granted, isn't it then because one has failed to remain mindful of who it was that raised them from that deplorable death?

<chosen> yes     <disciple> yes     <helpmate> yes

<greg> one forgets what manner of man they were (James 1:24), then becomes dull of hearing, and needs a refresher course (Heb 5:11-12)
<opentext> Now if one looks a little closer at verse 2, one will notice that before Paul talks about renewing the mind, he tells us not to become conformed to this world. Isn't it when one allows the influence of the world to be greater in the mind then the Word that one begins to allow their relationship with Father to begin to deteriorate?

<helpmate> greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world (1John 4:4)
<greg> if they set their affection on the things of this life, then the things of God become blurry and distant

<at-peace> the cares and concerns of this life allowed to enter in choke the Word (Mark 4:19)
<disciple> yes...polluted visitors entering in from evil communications (1Cor 15:33)
<chosen> yes, whatever we treasure the most is where our love will be (Matt 6:21)
 
Col 3:1-2 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV)

Luke 21:33-36 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 12:2  Stop living in accordance with the customs of this world, but by the new ideals that mold your minds continue to transform yourselves, so as to find and follow<d> God's will; that is, what is good, well-pleasing to Him, and perfect. (Williams NT)

 

<opentext> Stop living in accordance with the customs of this world. This makes me think of how people will customize a car. Likewise, we have the choice of how we will customize our life. The question then is, will one customize their life to appease the world, or to be pleasing to Father.

<helpmate> Gal 1:10For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. (KJV)

<greg> o/    <opentext> yes greg

<greg> when the term mold our minds came up, this came to mind as well

<greg> Jer 18:4 And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. 5 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 6 O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. (KJV)

<greg> one needs to step up to the potters wheel and stay put, allowing that completed

 work to take place

<opentext> that choice of how one will choose to be customized...to appease the world, or to please Father

<greg> lol  one time my parents tried to give me a haircut, but i got in a hurry and jumped out of the chair, so they just left me the way i was, i begged to have them fix it later on

<opentext> no different then when we escape for a period of time from the potters wheel

<greg> now when helen gives me a haircut i stay put

<disciple> lol    <helpmate> lol

<opentext> and then one will complain to God on how they look because they chose to

 stray.
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