21 July 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

at-peace> Father, thank you for your great love in which you love us and for the fellowship in which you encourage and strengthen us each moment of this day that we may glorify you and be glorified through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:18-19, 18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. KJV

 

<opentext> In growing up into Him in all things, there is always an expectation of what it is that Father will next reveal to us, of the character of Christ within us.

<opentext> For each believer, as they grow up into Him, as they set aside a characteristic or trait of the lower nature, then the character of Christ is then manifest within their life. And one often forgets that each believer as at a different place of growth, at a different place in their walk, and so there is no such thing as "pat" answers.

<opentext> But rather it is the wisdom and power of God, that is able to give the answer, and supply the guidelines for growth in the believer.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:19 For [even the whole] creation (all nature) waits expectantly and longs earnestly for God's sons to be made known [waits for the revealing, the disclosing of their sonship]. AMP

 

<opentext> He is the vine, and we are the branches, and as we allow the graft to become stronger, and more intimately attached, then the branch takes on the characteristics and the traits of the vine, as well as the vine being the total source of all that is needed for continued growth and well being.

<opentext> For myself, i know that as Father presents His Word to the believer, i am always expectant of praying for the people that they will hear, comprehend and apply His Word to their life, that Christ will be further manifest in them and through them. Is this what your expectation is for the believers as the Word is shared?

<chosen> yes                <disciple> yes

<at-peace> our prayer for all saints…withholding no good thing from the brethren

 

<opentext> Rom 8:20-21, 20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. KJV

<opentext> The problem is, that from the time we were first conceived, one was taught in the ways of the lower nature, which operates contrary to the law of faith, and the will of God.

<opentext> So when the truth is presented, one is seldom aware of the bondage that they were in. How hard or difficult is it then to overcome these traits, habits, cravings of the flesh?

<chosen> in some things it can seem difficult

<disciple> takes effort and discipline...learning to hear and obey Father's voice

<at-peace> depends on the depth of the root and the guidance and counsel one receives and applies from Father

 

<opentext> How often does one follow the example of those whom they "think" are successful by the world's or the religious standards?

<disciple> many try that...the blind leading the blind...they both fall in the ditch

 

<opentext> So then we can see, that if we are going to become God's children, then whose example is it that one should be following?

<at-peace> Jesus Christ

<disciple> the perfect example...that of Christ Jesus

<chosen> Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> So are we beginning to see the contrast here? That is, that if operating in the flesh or lower nature, one follows or imitates those whom they think are successful. Yet, if we are going to be God's children, the example of Christ is the only way that is able to separate us from the earthly and fleshly ties, and allows one to be transformed into that which the Father requires of the believer.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us not to be conformed to this world, but rather to be transformed by the renewing of one's mind in His Word of truth, for His Word of truth is able to set a person free from the lower nature, and one has to continue in His word of truth for that liberty to continue to be manifest in one's life.

<opentext> So we can see then, that for us to be manifest as the children of God, then it is His law of faith, it is His will that one must be following, for Christ to be manifest in us and through us.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:20-21, 20 For the creation (nature) was subjected to frailty (to futility, condemned to frustration), not because of some intentional fault on its part, but by the will of Him Who so subjected it--[yet] with the hope. 21 That nature (creation) itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and corruption [and gain an entrance] into the glorious freedom of God's children. AMP

 

<opentext> Without Him, we can do nothing, that will be pleasing to Him. Yet, how often does one try to do things apart from Him, and then wonder how and why things were a failure?

<disciple> have done that, and it always falls apart   <chosen> have done that too often

 

<opentext> We have been delivered from the power of darkness, yet, if one is not willing to follow the Guide, will they be able to find the way out of the darkness?

<disciple> no             <at-peace> without a vision, one will perish

 

<opentext> How imperative is it, that one not only listens to the counsel and instructions of the Guide, but then doesn't one also have to put into application those instructions which they have heard?

<disciple> absolutely               <chosen> yes

<at-peace> faith without works(doing the will of God) is dead

 

<opentext> Being a doer of the Word, and not hearer only!
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