February 20, 1998
opentext changes topic to "This gate of the Lord!  Psalms 118:19-24   Bible study in Progress"

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, this day, that we can rejoice and be glad in, for we have the stone that the builders rejected, for our cornerstone.  We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide this day, that with a willing heart, and a ready mind we would hear your counsel this day.  We are quick Father, to give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Jesus Christ our Lord.

<opentext> Psalms 118:24  This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

<opentext> This day, today, filled with now faith…not always easy to keep fresh in our heart and mind.......that the Lord is our source each and every day.

<opentext> Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  (KJV).

<opentext> Remembering, to start and each day, presenting ourselves to God...a living sacrifice…start and end.  A living sacrifice......means that we have to be in fellowship with Father....that we are spiritually alive...not dead…acceptable......helen..in Father's eyes...not ours

YOUR reasonable service.......

<mizpah^> We have to accept who we are in Christ Jesus before we can present ourselves to Father.

<NowFaithIs> At every moment of our day, we need to be doing this.

Reasonable 3050  logikos (log-ik-os');

from 3056; rational ("logical"): 

KJV-- reasonable, of the word.

3050  logikos-

1) pertaining to speech or speaking 

2) pertaining to the reason or logic 

a) spiritual, pertaining to the soul 

b) agreeable to reason, following reason, reasonable, logical

<NowFaithIs> In *all* manner of conversation (manner of living).

<opentext> Father asks us for reasonable service.....and yet in our behalf...does it exceedingly, and abundantly, above all that we ask or think.  Be NOT conformed to this world.  How often is it that we eat the sour grapes of this world, rather then Father's wholesome food?

<NowFaithIs> …too often.

<mizpah^> …charlene...sometimes often.

<mizpah^> …and it's not near as good as turkey sandwich.

<NowFaithIs> …whenever our eyes are off of our source.

<opentext> We are to conform to the image and likeness of God........not the turkeys around us.  Yet, how often do we let the world lead us to the chopping block....by being snared with the words of our mouth?

<renewed> …way too often.

<NowFaithIs> …more often than we should.

<NowFaithIs> …and those words can be as simple as a "ok" in agreement to something that we should not be.

<opentext> Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  (KJV).

<opentext> …but be ye transformed.......

<NowFaithIs> …glory to glory

<opentext> …changed by the Spirit........

<opentext> …His Words....

<opentext> John 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

<opentext> As we partake of His Word...they are spirit and they are life. It is this Word....that causes change in us. …and, we know that

<opentext> Matthew 4:4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

<opentext> …every word.  How often is it that we partake of every Word, that comes forth from the mouth of God?

<NowFaithIs> …every morning.

<mizpah^> I don't think i have ever partook of "every" Word.

<opentext> A continual thing, each and every moment, of each and every day....this is what we should be striving for.

<mizpah^> We (charlene & i) are striving to do that...but it is a constant reminder throughout the day.

<opentext> That ye may prove...Father already knows His Word.

<opentext> @read psalms 119:89 For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.

<opentext> Father knows what His Word will do.  Now...we have to gain that confidence in His Word, and that can only develop by the time that we spend with Him…that ye may prove what is that good.

<opentext> Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

<NowFaithIs> We have to ask ourselves every day if we have enough evidence for Jesus Christ to present us to the Father as guilty of being a Christian.

<opentext> Philippians 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

<opentext> Many times, we do not think that that which Father gives us is good.  We will mumble and grumble.  We will complain about the quail, just as the children of Israel did.

<mizpah^> I think it is so much better than "good"...it is awesome power and show of love.

<opentext> If we are being chastened, it is not always easy to think of it as good, at that present moment.

<NowFaithIs> It may not be good in our eyes, but we know that it will *work together* for good.

<opentext> Hebrews 12:11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

<mizpah^> I haven't eaten quail, but sometimes i get a tad bit tired of turkey.  I have to be reminded that what Father gives me is blessed and it is for my good.

<NowFaithIs> Just as we saw yesterday, larry, with someone complaining about all the rain they were getting and how they were getting muddy feet going outside. When asked if they would be grateful for that rain only if there had been a drought...they said, yes.

<opentext> Yes, just as out here we are at 1/10th of what we would normally have.  First, we have to see His Word as good.....then, we have to accept it. First off, though...we have to see Father's Word as good for us, then we have to accept it for our life. Then....when we allow it to work in our life...it will do it's perfect work.

<opentext> We have to keep in mind, that Romans was written to the believer.

<mizpah^> charlene - when our hearts and minds are renewed we are a perfect work in Christ...unless we allow ourselves to become dull of hearing.

<NowFaithIs> …*receiving* the Gift?

<opentext> michie...by this time...we should have the gift.

Ephesians 4:7  But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.  (KJV).

<NowFaithIs> That isn't what I meant...nevermind.

<opentext> …to be mindful that the epistles are every day instruction for the believer.  michie...what did you mean then?

<NowFaithIs> Well....yes, we have the gift of Christ...however, unless we open up the package to see all that has been made available to us (i.e. accepting His Word in our life) it will be of no effect.

<opentext> When we open that package, we have to see it as good for us, and then we have to accept it.

<NowFaithIs> Yes, that is what I was saying.

<NowFaithIs> The Word=Christ, Christ=the gift.....receiving the gift.  To take to oneself, to make one's own....seeing the word as good and accepting it.

<opentext> Romans 12:2-4  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: (KJV).

<opentext> As we share with people, we have to make plain to all, the gift that is in us. It is amazing....how Paul was able to make plain the message...to whomever he was writing to....and address that good Word that they needed to transform their lives.  The hardest thing in teaching, is hearing what we know of the Word, and then listening to Father, to hear how He would speak, to make it plain to all that are present.  So often, we get excited about what we see...but then never take the time before we speak, to make plain that which we see.  We all do that at times....this is where we have to take our time......and hear Father all the way through.  In verse 3...note that He has dealt to every man...the measure of faith…not a measure...but ***the measure*** of faith.  The measure...will always make perfect heavenly manna.  This fresh bread of life, that we need to feed on each and every day.  How often......do we partake of the bread of life daily?

<renewed> every day now!

<mizpah^> …all day and night.

<alimb> …every breath.

<opentext> We are to be ever learning.......always striving...pressing towards the mark.

<mizpah^> Philippians 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Why the ***high *** calling?

<opentext> @read ephesians 2:6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

<renewed> It's ever upward and we are going to sit in heavenly places.

<opentext> How often, do we remember where we are to be seated?

<renewed> …not often enough ...

<mizpah^> …certainly not often enough.

<alimb> …don’t always remember.

<opentext> It is our responsibility to keep our mind renewed each and every moment, of each and every day.  We have to take the bread of life, and be a willing participant.

<mizpah^> 2 Timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<opentext> There is always plenty to eat at Father's table......what do you have to eat for this day?

<mizpah^> It's a buffet today...i have the whole Word of God to eat.

<renewed> …a banquet!

<mizpah^> charlene...it depends on whether you nibble on it or chew on it, on how much is going to be absorbed.

<mizpah^> …a feast!!!

<opentext> For the past 6 weeks, we have been looking at how and why and when, to feed our spirit man......starting Monday...we are going to start on the topic of...****everyone likes a good mystery***** here we will start with mark 4:11.....

