20 September 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for your word of grace, and allowing us to be partakers of your divine nature, revealed through your Son, our forerunner, who showed us how to enter into your realm and do those things that are pleasing in your sight, by hearing the message delivered by Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 14:1-3, 1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Those who are weak [lacking strength] in the comprehension of the Message of God's love delivered through Christ Jesus, we are supposed to feed and nourish, that they too may follow the forerunner(Heb 6:17-20).

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:2-3, 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not yet strong enough [to be ready for it]; but even yet you are not strong enough [to be ready for it], 3 For you are still [unspiritual, having the nature] of the flesh [under the control of ordinary impulses]. For as long as [there are] envying and jealousy and wrangling and factions among you, are you not unspiritual and of the flesh, behaving yourselves after a human standard and like mere (unchanged) men? AMP

 Eph 4:22-32…. 
Put away childish things 1Cor 13:11
<opentext> As Paul told us, that it is a constant battle to keep under the body and bring it into subjection of the Spirit(1Cor 9:25-27).

<opentext> How often is it that we see divisions because of things brought about by the control of the lower nature?

<greg> people trying to be something they are not, operating in a place they were not called to, which brings about strife and contentions

<chosen> only in union with Christ will there be no divisions

<disciple> the lower nature is full of envy and jealousy, which will always divide 

<opentext> Now, if a person begins to argue with those who are weak, concerning the foods that they eat, what realm have they allowed to be in control?

<chosen> the physical    <disciple> the lower realm

<greg> James 3:15-16, 15This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.16For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. (KJV)

<opentext> Now if those doubtful disputations are allowed to enter the realm of the lower nature, is one able to maintain their place seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus?

<disciple> no way     <chosen> no

<greg> i would say that one would be on their own in a earthly dispute

<opentext> Now if one is not able to remain seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus(Eph 2:6), is one then able to set the proper example of the believers(1Tim 4:12-16) for others to follow after?

<chosen> no      <disciple> nope

<greg> no man of God would allow himself to become entangled in the affairs of this world (2Tim 2:4)
<opentext> Jesus Christ told the disciples that He had meat to eat that they knew not of(John 4:32-38). And even though they were not yet enlightened, He continued to set the example for them to follow after(John 13:14-17, 1 Peter 2:21-25). 

<opentext> How often does one forget the spiritual nourishment that has been made available to them, and get into doubtful disputations over things that are only of slight benefit to the lower nature, but of no value to the divine nature?

<disciple> if what one is involved in doesn't bring glory to Father, it's best left alone

<chosen> have learned to nurture and treasure it every day, His nourishment is what strengthens and grows us

2 Tim 2:14-16 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. (KJV)

 
Prov 15:1 A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. (KJV)

John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)
1 Tim 4:8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 John 2:14-15, 14I write to you, fathers, because you have come to know (recognize, be conscious of, and understand) Him Who [has existed] from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong and vigorous, and the Word of God is [always] abiding in you (in your hearts), and you have been victorious over the wicked one. 15 Do not love or cherish the world or the things that are in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. AMP

 

<opentext> It is the truth of His Word that nourishes us, and strengthens us, and sets us free from the bondage this world and it's nature that once held us (John 8:31-32).

<opentext> How often is it though, that a strong believer will become discouraged because it seems that no one else is making the choice, the decision to set aside the lower nature, and to follow Him?

<greg> 2 Cor 11:28-29, 28Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 29Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? (KJV)

<disciple> when one does that, they need to remember that they can only work out their own salvation and pray for those who they believe are not listening correctly

<chosen> when they have allowed their focus onto others instead of their own walk with Father

<greg> its like Paul said as well, seeing what was available, then watching others letting petty things hinder their walk

<opentext> So then instead of doubtful disputations about physical foods and petty differences, one has to stay focused in and on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus(Phil 3:14), and continue to set the example of feeding on the proper spiritual food that will enable them to be delivered from that which now holds them in bondage?

<disciple> yes

<chosen> yes, only His truth can set us free from bondage, studying it so that we have no reason to be ashamed

<greg> if we keep feeding on the spiritual, we wont get caught up in the physical disputes

<opentext> Note how in the above verse, when Paul was a bit younger in the Lord, he acknowledges how the concern for the churches ate at him. Yet, as he grew in the Lord, he then recognized that he had to stay the course, just as Noah did, regardless of how the people were acting or responding. Each of us has been given a task by the Father, and one has to set their hand to that plow and not look back(Luke 9:62), but rather stay firmly focused in and on that which the Father has asked of us, if we are to remain that example that He wants us to be.

<opentext> And as we will see as we continue this journey through Romans, just a bit later Paul tells us how we are to bear the infirmities, or lack of scruples of those who are weak. So how does one accomplish this?

<chosen> through Christ in me,... being the example of the believer 

<disciple> listening to Father, doing what He asks of us without hesitation, and He will lead us to be that example of the believer who will encourage the weak and our Spirit will convict those without scruples

<opentext> One thing many forget about: Pray without ceasing(1Thes 5:17), Paul tells us. Is one always as diligent about prayer as they should be? Does one spend as much time praying for the people as they do grumbling about them?

<greg> Rom 14:19Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. (KJV)

<disciple> they should spend more time praying for them

<chosen> should always be more prayer than grumbling and putting others down

<greg> that’s when I need to put hand to mouth, much more peaceable then the grumbling, especially when dealing with other drivers.

<opentext> Today, let us put forth a sincere and diligent effort, to be that example of the believer, and not enter into doubtful disputations!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<greg> 1 Cor 2:6-7 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: (KJV)

<opentext> setting that example of active participation in His divine nature

<greg> its easier to deal with the brethren and those that are mature, when dealing with others one has to hear how to present  the wisdom of God, which is mostly done by example

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<greg> you cant try and feed a baby steak, one needs patience and wisdom with those that are seeking

<opentext> doing that which Father asks of us...not doing things one "thinks" need to be done
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