20 October 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship you have blessed us with in your Word and pray for your words of life  that will enable us to be wise unto salvation through faith this day and hold fast the profession of faith without wavering giving you the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Prov 4:20-23, 20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 21 Let them not depart from thine eyes (seeing His word in action); keep them in the midst of thine heart. 22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. 23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. KJV

 

<opentext> Holding fast the profession of faith without wavering; holding our confidence stedfast until the end; how can one do this, if they have not heard what has been said by God?

<at-peace> without them one can do nothing 
John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (KJV)

<disciple> they cannot

 

<opentext> Man shall not live by bread alone, but by each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God (Matt 4:4). Are you attentive to each and every word that Father speaks with you? Or, do you have selective hearing?

<at-peace> would like to say yes, but have fallen short at times

<disciple> same here

 
Eccl 5:1-2 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. (KJV)

<opentext> Let us look at this way; is one always attentive to what Father is talking about, or only when it is something that concerns us, or has our attention?

<disciple> usually when it is something that we are concerned about

<at-peace> most times one would be more apt to be attentive when it is something that concerns them or has their attention

 

<opentext> Prov 4:20 My son, attend to my words; consent and submit (willing and obedient) to my sayings. AMP     I like the way the Amplified says that we not only have to consent to that which Father speaks to us, but then, one also has to submit to that which Father has asked of us.

 
James 4:7-8 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that one will hear that which Father says to them; they will even acknowledge that which God says; they can even be affirmative with what God says and tell others about it; however, if they do not submit to it, will it be of any avail to them?

<disciple> no    <at-peace> no   <chosen> no

 

<opentext> The words that He speaks to us, they are Spirit, and they are life (John 6:63). So if one ignores His Word, then they are in fact ignoring that which is essential for life itself.

<opentext> If what Father speaks to us, does not seem or appear pertinent at the present time, is one as apt to be attentive to each and every word that Father speaks to them?

<disciple> no    <chosen> no

 

<opentext> Yet, if Father speaks it to us, one should be aware of the fact that it is very pertinent to us, even though it may not seem obvious at the present time, if one is looking at them or operating through the eyes of the lower nature. Thus we can understand why the Lord says to keep them ever present before our spiritual eyes.

<opentext> That we are to keep His words in the midst of our heart. And if we are going to hold fast the profession of faith without wavering, then that which we have in our heart, we will treasure them, we will value them, we will guard them with our very life.

<opentext> Is this the way you look at each and every word that Father speaks to you?

<disciple> we always should look it that way....life giving Words...each and every one

 

<opentext> If we are not going to allow His words to depart from our eyes, then one is holding fast the profession of faith. They are not going to allow anyone or anything to come into their heart, to allow them to pilfer the treasure, the word that was sown there.

Luke 11:21 When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: (KJV)
Luke 12:39 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through. (KJV)

<opentext> One will allow His Word that is hid in their heart, to take root, to nuture it so it will mature and grow, and be the standard by which they will live their life.

<opentext> Prov 4:22, For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. KJV  Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness (Matt 6:33). 

 

<opentext> In order for one to find something, don't they have to be seeking it?

<at-peace> yes   <chosen^> yes   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> Before each and every decision, before each and every choice that you make, do you always seek to find Fathers wisdom before making any move or decision?
<disciple> we should to avoid disastrous results  <at-peace> one should 

 

<opentext> Since life and death is what is in the balance, one would think that one would be smart enough to do this at all times in all situations. However, since people have the habit of only seeking His wisdom when there are problems, don't they forget that life and death is always in the balance?

<disciple> yes  <at-peace> yes, taking Him for granted   <chosen^> yes

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ set the perfect example for us to follow: He only spoke those things which He heard the Father speak; He only did those things which He saw the Father do. And in order for Him to do this, He had to give ear to and submit to each and every word that came forth from the mouth of God.

John 12:49-50 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (KJV)

John 8:38 I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. (KJV)

John 8:28-29 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)

<opentext> He had to see the value and treasure of each and every word the Father spoke to Him, and He could only do this by being an active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ. Thus we can see why we are told that if one will walk in the Spirit, then they will not be tempted or misled by the yearnings or cravings of the lower nature (Gal 5:16).

<opentext> Today, you have that choice or decision to be that active participant of His divine nature, or to grovel in the lower nature, and the choice is yours alone.
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Ps 107:20 He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions. (KJV)

