20 July 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we come before you this day with thanksgiving, for all the spiritual blessings you have blessed us with, and for allowing us to be seated in the heavenlies places to see all that you have provided in your plan of salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. KJV

 

<opentext> One other thing i wants us to be attentive to here, and that is the way the lower nature is versus the divine nature. In this world, people wait for someone to die, in order to gain the possessions that they had, and the person is soon forgotten. In God's kingdom, we set aside the possessions, so that we can inherit Him. Quite the contrast.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:18-21, 18 That's why I don't think there's any comparison between the present hard times and the coming good times. 19 The created world itself can hardly wait for what's coming next. 20 Everything in creation is being more or less held back. God reins it in 21 until both creation and all the creatures are ready and can be released at the same moment into the glorious times ahead. Meanwhile, the joyful anticipation deepens.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Now what are the hard times that we have well here? Could it be that the hard times, the sufferings is trying to separate ourselves from this present evil world, so that we are able to remain seated in the heavenlies in Him?

<disciple> yes

<chosen> yes

<greg> staying separate and touching not the unclean things of this realm

 

<opentext> And what happens to a person, when they fail to remain focused in and on the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus?

<at-peace> cares and concerns of this life (world) begin to choke out the Word

<greg> the devil like a roaring lion seeks some prey, and has a feast on those that don’t keep the shield of faith up

<disciple> they become entangled in the world, and their relationship with Father begins to suffer

 

<opentext> So depending upon the individual, the weaknesses that they have, are the areas that the devil is then able to exploit?

<greg> by listening to their words, seeing where and who they are hanging out with, with many he has a field day…professing themselves to be wise, they are nothing more than fools and pawns in his hands…lol  like a yo yo

<at-peace> if the shield of faith is not up to protect one, satan is able to see the weakness

 

<opentext> Rom 8:18-19, 18[But what of that?] For I consider that the sufferings of this present time (this present life) are not worth being compared with the glory that is about to be revealed to us and in us and  for us and  conferred on us! 19 For [even the whole] creation (all nature) waits expectantly and longs earnestly for God's sons to be made known [waits for the revealing, the disclosing of their sonship]. AMP

 

<opentext> And every time one successfully gets past a period of suffering [learning to let go of a possession(s)] then more of Christ is able to revealed in a person.

<opentext> However, since most of the people here are seeking the possessions more then the Creator, what happens then when more of Christ is revealed to us and in us?

<disciple> less of Christ is revealed in us...the less one becomes an example of the believer in Christ, having the worldly possessions as a love instead of Him

<at-peace> we become an offense to them

<chosen> the revelation will soon get neglected and forgotten

<at-peace> we illuminate their darkness

 

<opentext> We not only become an offense to them, but also a threat to their way of life and living, and thus why Paul said that all those that live Godly "in Christ Jesus", shall suffer persecution.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that when people will not hear or receive the Message, believers assume that they must have done something wrong in the presentation of it?

<disciple> yes...must not be hearing clearly on how to present the Message

<greg> even a negative response can be clear indication that the message was delivered, how they deal with it is their business

<at-peace> the natural man cannot receive the things of God neither can he know them... most already have their hearing turned off when they see you.. and yet at times one thinks that it is something that they did wrong 

 

<opentext> Does one always remember that strait and narrow is the path that leads to His kingdom, and "few" be there that find it, let alone remain walking on it?

<greg> and once those few find it, even fewer want to continue in it, having loved this present world

<disciple> not always

 

<opentext> Does one always remember that they did not believe the Son of God manifest in the flesh? And if they rejected Him, why should it be so surprising then when they also reject us and His Message?

<at-peace> it shouldn't... Jesus Christ said if they hated me they will hate you also

<disciple> it shouldn't be...remembering we are not better than Christ Jesus, who suffered

<greg> it should be a confirmation that one is on the strait and narrow, when the message is rejected

<chosen> it shouldn't be

 

<opentext> Yet, when one goes through a bit of suffering, does one always remember these things? Or have they quickly been forgotten?

<disciple> we don't always remember...usually too busy whining to remember 

<greg> it should be a time to leap for joy when one is persecuted for righteousness sake

 

<opentext> Thus we can see the importance of meditating in and on the Word day and night. That we need to pray without ceasing. That our communications with Father has to remain constant and consistent.

<opentext> Without the vision being a constant picture in our heart and mind, what will happen?

<disciple> one will perish spiritually, and then physically

<greg> they will not give heed to things which they have heard, for their benefit, and they will slip

<chosen> the fog of this world will cover the vision from our heart and mind

 

<opentext> So we can see how vital it is then, to remain that active participant of His divine nature. That one knows His voice, so that they only speak those things that they have heard the Father speak. And because they have the revelation of Christ, they have also seen the Father, and will do only those things which they see the Father do. Being that example of the believer, by the example Jesus Christ set for us.
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