Bible Study Thursday 5 April, 2001

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come boldly before your throne of grace this morning to seek you and all that you would have for us to sustain and nourish us this day.  Father we ask that your Word would go forth and that the eyes of our understanding would be enlightened.  That we would abide in you through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior......

<opentext> Today is Q & A day

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> learning to be independent from any and all external circumstances, and walking in this all the time. Christ showed us this by His example, He did it daily. how do i do it with the same strength?

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth showed us by His example, by hearing and obeying the Spirit of Christ within Him. It is as we recognize the strength, and wisdom that comes with the gift of Christ, then we are able to follow the example that Jesus of Nazareth set for us.

<opentext> The gift is ours, it is a matter of learning how to access all of the gift. This can only be done by getting to know better the gift Father has given us, and this can only be done by one knowing their rights and authority by and through the Word of God, Christ.

<opentext> Thus, why it is so important for one to know and understand the mystery of the Gospel, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

<opentext> Thus, the more one learns to walk in the Spirit, then the more they will be independent from the external circumstances.

<opentext> that help judy?

<diligently> oh ,yes, thank you

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his>1 Cor 9:7 7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock? (KJV)

1 Cor 9:14 14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel. (KJV)

<his> Yesterday the teaching was about Paul's "right according to the Word… to be supported by the people". Would it be correct to say that also means a right to spiritual support? 

<opentext> Yes, and more often the people will be more apt to give the spiritual support then they will the physical. As they think that since the person has such a relationship with God, that He will provide for their physical, so they only have to be concerned about the spiritual.

<opentext> A thing of interest, is that in every epistle, one of the first things that Paul does, is to pray for the people. He shows us the example of praying for one another, just as in the gospel of John, chapter 17, we see Jesus Christ praying for the disciples, as well as all believers. Thus why we are told to pray without ceasing. Always plenty to pray about and for. <opentext> does that help graeme?

<his> yes much thanks

<opentext> One of the ways that i pray for the body, is that they would hold fast their profession of faith, without wavering each day.

<opentext> any other questions?

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> Heb 3:13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. (KJV)

<diligently> what does this mean? and how do we do it and still do verse ..phil2:12...work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.. and from graemes question. do have a better understanding of it?

<opentext> definiton for exhort...... 3870  parakaleo- 1) to call to one's side, to call for, to summon  2) to address, to speak to, (call to, call upon), which may be done in the way of exhortation, entreaty, comfort, instruction, etc. a) to admonish, to exhort  b) to beg, to entreat, to beseech, to strive to appease by entreaty c) to console, to encourage and strengthen by consolation, to comfort, to receive consolation, to be comforted d) to encourage, to strengthen  e) exhorting and comforting and encouraging  f) to instruct, to teach

<diligently> so is it to pray spiritually.. physical is not important?

<opentext> Often times, when we are being exhorted, or encouraged by the brethren, one is usually leaning more towards the flesh then the Spirit. Father uses the body of Christ to try to point us to return to the strait and narrow path. When in the flesh, we do not always want to be instructed, or encouraged, but rather enjoy our pity party.

<diligently> yes, and it is the flesh we need and want to die too.

<opentext> If it is a physical prayer, then one would be like the hypocrites, standing on the street corner for all to see. Father says we should enter into our closet, close the door, and the Lord who would see and hear us in secret, would then reward us openly. Those that worship the Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth, for the Word  that He speaks to us, is Spirit and it is life.

<opentext> Walk in the Spirit, and one will not be as apt to want to fulfill the lusts and desires of the flesh.

<diligently> i, would think.. Fathers ways would be easy to learn and do.. but they are not at times.(but that is my thinking)

<opentext> Not impressing people, but rather God.

<diligently> it is the flesh that has a hard time with Fathers ways.

<opentext> One has so many years of bad habits that have been developed and nurtured by the flesh. And the flesh does not want to let go of these bad habits, because they have become a way of life. The only way for them to be removed, is by the Word, which is Spirit and it is life, if, we hear and obey.

<opentext> does that help judy?

<diligently> yes, much thank you

<opentext> any other questions?

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:8-9 8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also? 9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?  (KJV)

<opentext> Often times it is hard for one to understand or comprehend what the Word is saying, since we do not have to grind out our own grain or such anymore. So we do not see the value or logic in what is being said.

<opentext> What one might do, is look at this in this way: What would happen if you would not pay your electric bill each month. How long would it be before you would have your supply of electricity cut off?

<diligently> not long, very soon <his> not long <diligently> for me fast  :-) <at-peace> not long <chosen> not long

<helpmate> you would have one warning...then it would be shut off

<opentext> What would happen if all of the grocery stores in your town closed. Where would you get your supply of food?

<diligently> Father  :-)

<helpmate> you wouldn't

<rhoumai> hunt for some and do without a lot i needed 

<chosen> you wouldn't be able to get all of that which you needed

<his> would have to start hunting.. and as everyone else would be doing the same.. not good

<opentext> What Paul is relating to us here, is the purpose of why God gave the apostles prophets, evangelists pastors and teachers....to feed and build up the body of Christ, since few have the initiative or desire to search out the truth for themselves. And all too often, the body takes these people for granted, until the ox dies, or is transferred to another village.

<opentext> And even then, most would heap to themselves teachers, to satisfy their itching ears, rather then seeking out the truth.

<opentext> In today's society, one is more apt to take the blessings of God for granted, rather then treasuring the gift one has been given, or at least made available to them.

<opentext> How long would the ox be able to grind the grain, if the people took all of the food for themselves, and never gave the ox anything to eat?

<helpmate> not very long at all <his> not long <diligently> not long <rhoumai> not very long  <at-peace> not long

<chosen> it would get weary very quickly

<opentext> Today, will you take for granted, God and all that He has done for you?

<helpmate> no <chosen> no <diligently> no <at-peace> no <his> no

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<at-peace> Gal 6:6 6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things. (KJV)

<at-peace> that verse is what i heard with this statement....

<at-peace> <opentext> How long would the ox be able to grind the grain, if the people took all of the food for themselves, and never gave the ox anything to eat?

<opentext> :-)

<at-peace> the importance of fellowship (sharing) with those who do labour in the Word ... they need it just as much as those who are taught through them

<d-g> MUZZLE … A leather or wire covering for the mouth of an animal that prevented it from eating or biting. The command in the Book of Deuteronomy, "You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain" <Deut. 25:4> implies that an animal helping with threshing must be allowed to eat some of the grain. The apostle Paul applied this verse symbolically to Christian workers <1 Cor. 9:9-10>. (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary) (Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

<opentext> Galatians 6:6 [Communicate unto him that teacheth] Contribute to the support of the man who has dedicated himself to the work of the ministry, and who gives up his time and his life to preach the Gospel. It appears that some of the believers in Galatia could receive the Christian ministry without contributing to its support. This is both ungrateful and base. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)


<opentext> Galatians 6:1-10  PP14  1. The apostle speaks of it as a thing known and acknowledged, that, as there are some to be taught, so there are others who are appointed to teach them. The office of the ministry is a divine institution, which does not lie open in common to all, but is confined to those only whom God has qualified for it and called to it: even reason itself directs us to put a difference between the teachers and the taught (for, if all were teachers, there would be none to be taught), and the scriptures sufficiently declare that it is the will of God we should do so.  

2. It is the word of God wherein ministers are to teach and instruct others; that which they are to preach is the word, <2 Tim. 4:2>. That which they are to declare is the counsel of God, <Acts 20:27>. They are not lords of our faith, but helpers of our joy, <2 Cor. 1:24>. It is the word of God which is the only rule of faith and life; this they are concerned to study, and to open, and improve, for the edification of others, but they are no further to be regarded than as they speak according to this rule.  

3. It is the duty of those who are taught in the word to support those who are appointed to teach them; for they are to communicate to them in all good things, freely and cheerfully to contribute, of the good things with which God has blessed them, what is needful for their comfortable subsistence. Ministers are to give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine <1 Tim. 4:13>; they are not to entangle themselves with the affairs of this life <2 Tim. 2:4>, and therefore it is but fit and equitable that, while they are sowing to others spiritual things, they should reap their carnal things. And this is the appointment of God himself; for as, under the law, those who ministered about holy things lived of the things of the temple, so hath the Lord ordained that those who preach the gospel should live of the gospel, <1 Cor. 9:11,13-14>. 

Be not deceived, God is not mocked. This may be considered as referring to the foregoing exhortation, and so the design of it is to convince those of their sin and folly who endeavoured by any plausible pretences to excuse themselves from doing their duty in supporting their ministers: or it may be taken in a more general view, as respecting the whole business of religion, and so as designed to take men off from entertaining any vain hopes of enjoying its rewards while they live in the neglect of its duties. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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