Bible Study Thursday August 16, 2001

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to fellowship with you by and through Christ Jesus our Lord. This day, let us hear your wisdom and counsel that would enable us to do all that you ask of us.

<opentext> Today is Q & A day....

<diligently> o/         <opentext> yes judy

<diligently> Ro 8:23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

<diligently> we have been already adopted into the family of Christ ( apart of the body)..please explain more about.....even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption ?  and then also ..please explain...redemption of our body?

<opentext> The finalization of the adoption, does not culminate until the day we get home. It is at that time that we shall be changed in the twinkling of an eye, and then so shall we ever be with the Lord.

<opentext> In the time while we are yet here, that is what we yearn or long for. And within ourselves we look forward to that day, and yet have to stay focused enough to do all that Father asks of us while we are yet here.

<opentext> Rom 8:24For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 25But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. (KJV)

<opentext> that help judy?

<diligently> so redemption of our body is...the giving up of our fleshly body for our spirit one.

<diligently> our being changed?

<opentext> The redemption of the body, is the day that we leave this earth, and so shall we then be with the Lord for ever. Think of it like with a coupon, you have that says that you get a discount on a product, it does not good until you take it to the store and redeem it, then do you obtain that which was promised.

<diligently> ok...yes. it helps me much thank you

<chosen> o/      <opentext> yes steph

<chosen> Phil 3:16Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.  (KJV)

<chosen> could you please explain what is being referred to in this verse as "the same rule"?

<opentext> Rom 3:27Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. > (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 3:14I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 15Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.  (KJV)

<opentext> The rule is the law of faith, which Jesus Christ was obedient to. To be a follower of Christ, making the kingdom of God our chief aim as He set the example for us, will cause us to follow the same rule.

<opentext> Phil 3:17Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 18(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.) 20For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Which Paul then explains a bit further, as he talks about those that are operating by the rules of the flesh. And we know that those that are in the flesh, cannot please God.

<opentext> does that  help steph?      <chosen> yes it does, thank you

<diligently> o/     <opentext> yes judy

<diligently> Mr 16:20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. 

<diligently> please explain more...... confirming the word with signs follows?

<diligently> have heard this so many times, but do not know for sure what it means.

<opentext> It is totally up to God how and when and why He wants to confirm His Word. Many will not believe His Word unless there is "some sign or wonder". Many will not believe God unless they see a miracle, or a sign or wonder. We are to walk by faith, and not by sight.

<opentext> Matt 12:39But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 40For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  (KJV)

<opentext> Do we seek Him because of the miracles, or because He has the words of eternal life? That is the question we always have to ask ourselves.

<opentext> Present the truth of His Word, and then leave it in Father's hands of how, when why and where He wants to confirm it.

<opentext> If one is seeking the signs and wonders, and it says clearly that these follow the Word, then to chase after them would mean one is going in the wrong direction.

<opentext> that help judy?          <diligently> yes, much thank you

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<diligently> o/       <opentext> yes judy

<diligently> Mt 7:7 ¶ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

<diligently> ( sometimes i don’t know what i have need of, so it is hard to ask.)

<diligently> ( we understand the door is Christ)

<diligently> will you please share more on...knock, and it shall be opened? What does this mean in the spirit?

<opentext> One thing of interest with this passage, as that it is totally opposite of the way the world does it. The world knocks, to seek who is there, and then asks.

<opentext> God tells us to ask of Him, and salvation is given. Then as we become a part of His kingdom we are to seek to find the mystery of the gospel, Christ. And then as one recognizes who they are in Christ, they are able to go boldly before the throne of grace, as they know they are one of His.

<opentext> Every time we have a question, and we go before the throne, by and through Christ Jesus, that is the knock the Father recognizes, and He then shares with us, the deep things that have been hidden within His Word.

<opentext> that help judy?       <diligently> oh yes, thank you

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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