Bible Study Thursday June 21, 2001

<at-peace> Father through Christ Jesus our Lord, we give you all the praise, honor and glory for this day that you have blessed us with that we may serve you to the best of our ability given us in Christ.. we pray that each would hear that which you have prepared for us this day that all that we say or do will be to your praise and glory in Christ

<opentext> today is Q & A day!

<judy> o/      

<opentext> yes judy

<judy> 2Co 7:1  Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

<judy> Ro 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

<judy> what does it mean to cleanse ourselves and how do we cleanse ourselves, so we are a pleasing and a living sacrifice unto the Lord?

<opentext> John 15:3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. (KJV)

<opentext> It is the truth (His Word) that sets us free, and keeps us free, as we continue in it.

<opentext> By being obedient to His Word (that which He asks of the individual) one sets aside the traits (with His Word) that have led a person to be in rebellion in the past.

<opentext> The more on is able to set aside the workings of the flesh (i must decrease, that He might increase) the more alive spiritually one becomes, and thus are able to present oneself to Him, that living sacrifice. Dying to self daily, that it is the power of God that shines in and through us.

<opentext> All of the promises of God are yea and amen. He has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. SO, will one allow these spiritual things to be manifest in their life.

<opentext> that help judy?

<judy> ok so  as we continue in Fathers word. that is what sets us free and cleanses us daily. .line upon line .here a little and there a little?

<judy> yes .much ,thank you

<opentext> exactly. Operating in what Father asks of us, not by what we see others doing; or how Father is working with them.

<opentext> any other questions?

<opentext> very good question judy

<judy> thank you. .Father helped me with it. and He picked it.

<opentext> one often forgets the simplicity of the gospel, and why the Lord said that we must come to Him as a child.

<opentext> Adults seldom ask questions, because they think they have all of the answers. A child usually wants to imitate the parents, so they watch all that they do, and then imitate that. Thus why Paul tells us to imitate him, as he imitates Christ.

<opentext> AT his conversion, Paul thought that he had most of the answers. Then, he found out that he had learned man's answers, and not God's. The sooner one can come to realize that, the sooner they will be able to hear His Word, and not traditions, doctrines or rituals set up and established by man.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<his> o/      

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> this will take a few moments...something I’ve been meaning to ask for some time

<opentext> ok...np

<his> from  Word have come to understand that  doctrines, tradition and rituals can include anything that man has a way of doing things, or theory for explaining things, that is outside the Word…for example man says the earth's land stated to form 4 + billion years ago while God say it formed 6000 years ago.

<his> How do we learn to put aside man's theories and yet still make use of the "facts" ?

<opentext> First off, since most do not believe in God, they cannot then understand how that He could create a mature universe, let alone a mature man. 

<opentext> This is why it tells us that we are saved by grace through faith.

<opentext> Each person has the choice to believe God and His knowledge, or reject it. The Bible is the most documented, and best documented book in the world. Yet, it is the book that is believed the least.

<opentext> Example.

<opentext> Lets say that we had a tornado go through a junk yard. By the time that the tornado cleared, one would have one of the most plush motor homes (caravans) available built.

<opentext> Yet, that is what people are trying to attribute to chance with the world and man, when they reject God's knowledge, and try to apply that which they "think" they know.

<opentext> So, one has to see that they can not be here by any chance. There is to much order in the world for that. SO, where did the order come from? The Bible gives us a very clear account of this. 

opentext> Man though, tries to base what he believes by what the physical says, and yet all that there is was brought about by a Spiritual being.

<opentext> Rom 1:20For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  (KJV)

<opentext> does that help graeme?        

<his> yes much clearer, thanks

<opentext> any other questions?

<judy> o/     

<opentext> yes judy

<judy> Father brought this Bible verse to my heart.

<judy> 2Co 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

<opentext> good verse...realizing, and recognizing, that the spiritual is greater then the physical

<judy> yes       

<joyful> o/

<opentext> in the beginning, God said (His Word is Spirit, and it is life) and His Word caused the physical to come into being.

<opentext> yes mary

<joyful> definition for hate/hatred, please

<opentext> 3404  miseo-  1) to hate, to pursue with hatred, to detest   2) to be hated, to be detested

<opentext> I Jn 3:13Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 14We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 15Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. (KJV)

<opentext> that help mary?     

<joyful> yes, very much

<opentext> any other questions?

<opentext> if no other questions, then the channel is open for fellowship
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