Bible Study Wednesday August 15, 2001

<chosen> Father we thank you for this time together in your Word, to learn more of who you are, and who we are in Christ..... we pray that your Word is what we will allow to lead us in all that we do, so that you are able to use us for your glory....we thank you for these things in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Today, we are going to do a quick summary on the book of Corinthians, to refresh us on what we have been studying for the past few months. Remember, this is a brief overview, so we will not cover everything, but try to give some of the highlights of the epistle.

<opentext> In chapter one, we see Paul address the fact that these people had allowed divisions in, because they had begun to listen to religious and philosophical teachers. They had began to revert to that which they had been delivered out of. Thus why Paul reminds them that Christ, and Christ alone is the wisdom and power of God.

<opentext> In chapter two, Paul reminds them that he delivered to them the mystery of God, and did not use man's wisdom or prowess to do this.  Rather, he taught them by the leading of the Spirit of God. The natural man will not receive these things, so one must be operating in His Spirit, in order to hear and grow in the things of God.

<opentext> In chapter three, Paul explains to them why they were having so much division; because they had reverted to the milk of the Word, and were now acting as carnal Christians. They had begun to pick and choose sides by natural means, and thus envy, division and strife had infiltrated and settled in among them.

<opentext> And thus Paul reminds them, that there is but one foundation that will stand before God, and that is the foundation built upon Christ Jesus. This is the Rock upon which He will build His church.

<opentext> In chapter four, Paul reminds them of the responsibility involved in being a steward of the mysteries of God. When one forgets or neglects that which has been in trusted to them by God, then it is easy to allow the Word to slip in ones' life.

<opentext> In chapter five, Paul tells them how they have begun to allow the religious attitudes of the area, to again infiltrate their body of believers, and this can not, and should not be. And thus reminds them that they are the temple of the living God. If they would keep this in remembrance, they would not be so quick to revert to their former ways.

<opentext> In chapter six, Paul is clear to tell them, that those that following the leadings and working of the flesh, "shall not" inherit the kingdom of God. This is the pattern of life that you were delivered from, do not return to it. Remember that you have been delivered from the power of darkness, remain in the Light where you have been translated to.

<opentext> In chapter seven Paul tells them they have allowed the customs of their area to govern the marriage relationships, and this cannot be. Rather they must hear and obey God's instructions in these matters.

<opentext> In chapter eight, Paul talks to them about setting and being that example of the believer. If they hear and obey Father's instructions, then they will not be a stumbling block in front of others.

<opentext> In chapter nine, Paul shares with them, the responsibility that every believer has in presenting this gospel message without any hidden agendas. God has freely given us this gift, and thus we should then also present it to others without trying to put them in any kind of bondage.

<opentext> In chapter ten, he reminds them that Christ is the basis of God's plan of restoration for those that will serve Him. As such, one must become a partaker of His divine nature. In other words, learning to walk in the Spirit of the living God, so one will not revert to the cravings of the lower nature.

<opentext> In chapter eleven, Paul shows us that Christ is the perfect example for us to follow. If one operates by and through Christ, then they will not get pulled into the traditions and doctrines of man.

<opentext> In chapter twelve, Paul reminds us that there is but one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, all by and through the Spirit of God. In seeing and understanding this, them one must realize that the signs and wonders follow the Word.

<opentext> In chapter thirteen, Paul then shows us that the Spirit of God operates by and through His love. For God so loved the world, that He gave of Himself for our restoration. If one sees and understands this, then they too will lay their life on the line for this gospel message.

<opentext> In chapter 14, Paul again tells them that this message of faith, works and operates by the love of God. Present the Word, and God will confirm it.

<opentext> In chapter 15, Paul reminds them, that there is a resurrection, of both the just and the unjust. Stay close to the truth of God's Word, and then wrong communications will not lead you away from the truth.

<opentext> In the closing chapter, Paul reminds them that as the Lord allows, he will come to them again. And tells them to also accept those that he sends to them as well. And closes reminding them that without Christ Jesus as their Lord and saviour, they will end up being accursed.
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