Bible Study Monday 9 April, 2001

<rhoumai> Father, we thank you for this opportunity to gather together to receive your Word this morning.  We ask that each heart be sensitive to the instruction you give us. We give you all the thanks, honor and glory in the name of Christ Jesus.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:11-12 11
If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? 12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Often times, we forget that we are spiritual beings. We have the tendency to walk in the flesh, rather then in the Spirit.

<opentext> John 1:4-5 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. (KJV)

<opentext> When one reverts to the flesh, and forgets the life and the light, they have forgotten what manner of man they are supposed to be.

<opentext> Just as when we get in the flesh, then we think that God is trying to control us. It is at times like this, that one tries to negotiate with God, rather then hearing the Word and being obedient to the Word.

<opentext> How often does one really remember that God is their source?

<rhoumai> not often enough, i am sure

<chosen> not enough, but learning that daily

<diligently> not like i should at times

<his> only when one's focus is truly only on Christ

<opentext> Matt 6:25-27 25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? (KJV)

<opentext> It is when we forget the health of our spirit being, then one then resorts to trying to help out God, or withhold from Him that which He asks.

<opentext> Have you ever seen a bird or a roo holding a picket sign demanding higher wages or more food?

<rhoumai> lol...no <his> no <chosen> no <diligently> no <at-peace> no 

<opentext> 1Cor 9:11 If it is we who sowed the spiritual grain in you, is it a great thing that we should reap a temporal harvest from you? 12 If other teachers possess that right over you, do not we possess it much more? Yet we have not availed ourselves of the right, but we patiently endure all things rather than hinder in the least degree the progress of the Good News of the Christ.(Weymouth)

<opentext> Now, there is but One who sows, but Father does use people at times to present this spiritual nourishment to others.

<opentext> When one presents the Word of God, what are your motives behind it?

<diligently> pleasing Father,through Christ jesus

<his> to please Father

<rhoumai> it depends if i am in the flesh or spirit...either for my gain or for the glory of Father through Christ Jesus

<diligently> sharing Fathers Word,my life

<d-g> to present it in a way they will understand

<chosen> that the listener would seek a closer relationship with Father through Christ

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 9:11 [If we have sown unto you spiritual things] If we have been the means of bringing you into a state of salvation by the divine doctrines which we have preached unto you, is it too much for us to expect a temporal support when we give ourselves up entirely to this work? (from Adam Clarke Commentary)


<opentext> One must always remember who their source is. In the life of Jesus Christ, we never see Him telling the people that He could not do that which Father asked, without the help of the people. Yet, He used everything that Father made available, to meet the need of the people.

<opentext> Often times, we are more concerned with the physical need, then we are the spiritual. One will prosper and be in health, when then keep their mind renewed in His Word.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:13-14 13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?  14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel. (KJV)

<opentext> John 6:26-27 26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that one tries to grade their spirituality, by the things that they possess in the physical, rather then the spiritual?

<diligently> that is the worlds way.

<h-k> that is the worlds ways

<rhoumai> the world does that 

<his> every time focus is wrong

<chosen> most do

<opentext> Now note verse 13, that they that live of the temple, and you are supposed to be the temple of the living God. So whatever is possessing your temple, is what you will try to survive off. If it is the flesh, one is in trouble.

<opentext> Often times when one looks at verse 14, they think that it only applies to the preacher. Stop and think for a moment...that if you are living the gospel, then that is what should be providing for you as well.

<opentext> Often times one looks to the job or the employer as the source. Have we forgot, that without Him, we can do nothing?

<opentext> God shall supply all of your need, according to His riches in glory, as one abides in Christ Jesus.

<diligently> no,at times ,have forgotten,and made many mistakes.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that you allow Him to supply the need? Or do you at times try to help Him out? Or maybe even barter or negotiate with Him?

<diligently> have tried to help Him a bit,,and at times ,have not been still long enough to Hear Father all the way .

<rhoumai> we have been guilty of trying to supply our own need

<chosen> sometimes get in His way until i hear Him ask me to move aside and follow Him instead

<opentext> Learning to thank Him for all that He provides for us. Yet, how often do we forget to be thankful for the glass of water, that is so readily available to each of us?

<rhoumai> we sometimes forget the "smaller" things Father provides for us daily

<diligently> yes, at times

<his> at times

<opentext> 1Cor 9:15 But I, for my part, have not used, and do not use, my full rights in any of these things. Nor do I now write with that object so far as I myself am concerned, for I would rather die than have anybody make this boast of mine an empty one.(Weymouth)

<opentext> We assist one another in obtaining a deeper relationship with Father through Jesus Christ. In other words, we point them to the Source where they can obtain that proper relationship with Father. Not making the people dependent on us, but rather in God.

<opentext> How often does pride get in the way, when we "think" someone knows more then we do. Isn't that when we close down our hearing, and go about to establish our own righteousness, and forget our dependency in Christ?

<diligently> yes,if they are not wanting to learn.

<opentext> It is not only those that preach the gospel that should live of the gospel, but it is all believers, for God is no respecter of persons. Yet, often times we try to apply certain verses only to preachers or teachers.

<opentext> And at times, one wants to make others dependent in and on them, "thinking" they are more spiritual.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:16 16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 9:15  PP1 [For though I preach the Gospel] I have cause of glorying that I preach the Gospel free of all charges to you; but I cannot glory in being a preacher of the Gospel, because I am not such either by my own skill or power. I have received both the office, and the grace by which I execute the office, from God. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)


<opentext> One must remember that it is the "gift" of God that gives one all of their ability. It is not anything that we can do. It is not by the physical family that one was born into. It is the gospel of Christ with which one is able to become that new creation in Him.

<opentext> Jesus Christ said that it was His meat to do the will of Him that sent Him. This is the gospel that is supposed to be our source. Is this the gospel that you will live by this day?

<his> yes <at-peace> yes <chosen> yes <rhoumai> yes <diligently> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> 2Pe 2:5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; (KJV)

<his> fact that we are all preachers by our lifestyle..and thus should live by gospel

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-13 12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. (KJV)

<opentext> our example, openly proclaims that which one believes

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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