Bible Study Wednesday 4 April, 2001

<his> Our Father, thank You for the blessing of this time to gather before You through Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior to learn more of You. Thank You that You have already prepared that which You know each us has need of this day to enable us to continue in Your Word and do the work You have asked of us.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:1-3 1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? 2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord. 3 Mine answer to them that do examine me is this, (KJV)

<opentext> I find it interesting, that these very people brought to the Lord by Paul, would later question his very calling. 

<opentext> It is also easy for us to say that we would never do that. Yet, how often have we questioned those that Father uses to instruct us?

<rhoumai> when we didn't like the counsel we received...when in the flesh

<diligently> not often

<chosen> probably whenever i have tried to justify myself

<his> at times..when i knew less

<opentext> Any time we do not like the answers we receive from God. We will throw our little tantrums, tell God how foolish His rules and regulations are.

<opentext> And comment, that only someone that is brain dead, would follow Him.

<opentext> When we get into the flesh, we are not very pleasant creatures to be around.

<opentext> It is also that those that are in the flesh cannot please God, and therefore cannot enter His kingdom either.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:4-6 4 Have we not power to eat and to drink? 5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? 6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working? (KJV)

<opentext> I find it interesting, how we always establish two sets of rules.

<opentext> one set for those that we like, and another set for those that rub us the wrong way.

<opentext> And, we leave in the clause, that allows us to change or modify the rules at any time.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:7 7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?
(KJV)

<opentext> Interesting verse by Paul. He covers three different thoughts within the one verse.

<opentext> Who pays the wages of a soldier? Does he fight for free?

<helpmate> no <chosen> no <diligently> no <rhoumai> no

<his>    taxpayer, no

<at-peace> no

<d-g> the country he is fighting for covers the cost

<helpmate> the country which he is from or the highest bidder if he is a mercenary

<opentext> So, the people pay the wages of the soldier, in order that they may be defended by him.

<opentext> So then, what if one was pointing out for you, all of the strategies and plans of the enemy on when and where they would attack, would you starve that person?

<rhoumai> no <chosen> no <diligently> no <his> no <helpmate> no <at-peace> no

<opentext> This was the point that Paul was bringing out in the first part of that verse. You do not starve or cheat one that is exposing where the enemy is, and what his plans and methods of attack will be.

<opentext> Yet, for many, once they receive one plan, will think they are no longer in need of their services, and so refuse to pay from then on.

<opentext> What would happen in your country, if they refused to pay the soldiers?

<rhoumai> the soldiers would rebel and the country would be destroyed by it's enemies

<his> coup ...military takeover

<d-g> the soldiers would sojourn elsewhere

<helpmate> there wouldn't be any and the enemy would be on our home ground

<diligently> there would not be any.

<chosen> no soldiers....and so the people would feel unsafe and fear

<opentext> how long would it be, before the enemies took over your country?

<rhoumai> not long <diligently> not long <helpmate> not very long at all

<chosen> not long at all, they would be ready to pounce

<his> not long

<opentext> so then, what happens without proper instruction in the Word; or, when we ignore the instructions which we have heard?

<his> the enemy will take over

<diligently> we will die, perish

<rhoumai> the enemy begins to take over and we begin to fall rapidly

<Faithful> the enemy is allowed in

<d-g> it allows the enemy to come in like a flood

<chosen> the enemy is quick to come in and steal, kill and destroy

<at-peace> we will be overtaken

<helpmate> the same...the devil sneaks in every opportunity that he has

<opentext> who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof?   Would you plant a garden or a vineyard, and then allow everyone else to eat what was there before you?

<rhoumai> probably not

<his> no <Faithful> no

<diligently> if we all received our portion

<helpmate> no....we would share, but we would want to eat part of it too

<chosen> we would want to taste it too

<opentext> Why would one plant a vineyard, put all of the time and money into it, if they did not expect to benefit directly from it?

<chosen> they wouldn't

<helpmate> most people would not

<his> no reason to do that

<diligently> most would not

<opentext> Would you go to a restaurant, ask what the cost of their most expensive dinner is, pay the asking price, and then walk out without eating?

<diligently> some might get joy in planting

<his> no <chosen> no <helpmate> no <Faithful> no <diligently> no <at-peace> no <rhoumai> no

<opentext> why not?

<rhoumai> because it would be dishonest...stealing 

<Faithful> waste of money and food

<his> waste of money

<diligently> yes, wasting

<chosen> would want to receive that which i had paid for

<at-peace> it would be foolish if we already paid the asking price and then did not partake of the meal

<helpmate> yes... charlene because they would have to throw it away

<opentext> so in all of this, what we see is Paul showing the right according to the Word, that he had a right to be supported by the people. Yet, that he would not do anything that would put in question their walk with God.

<opentext> we  will close study here for today...and do not forget, that tomorrow is Q & A day

<at-peace> Heb 13:16-17 16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. (KJV)

<at-peace> 1 Tim 5:17-18 17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. 18 For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward. (KJV)
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