Bible Study Thursday 29 March, 2001

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, that we can sit and learn from you. Let us each have open hearts to hear that which you have for us, that will enable us to be more faithful servants, by and through your Son and our saviour Jesus Christ...
<opentext> 1 Cor 8:9-10 9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. 10 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; (KJV)

<opentext> Not allowing our salvation, to become a stumblingblock to anyone else. Seems like a simple enough statement, yet an area that many fall short in.

<opentext> Rom 14:20-21 20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. 21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. (KJV)

<opentext> Again, we can have the Word, one can know the Word; but, if we use the Word as a hammer to try to beat people up with it, what good does it do?

<chosen> no good at all

<h-d-k> not a thing

<his> none, it may cause them to turn away

<matti> nothing

<opentext> So one must be a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only. Many can quote the Word of God, they can talk about the Word of God, but if they do not live the Word that they preach, they are double minded, and not only have their own salvation in jeopardy, but those as well that may be watching them.

<opentext> Rom 14:22-23 22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth. 23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.  (KJV)

<opentext> Working out our own salvation, with reverence and respect for God. Most often people like to work on someone else's salvation before their own. They become fault finders. One must look in the mirror, to be sure they are doing that which Father asks of them.

<opentext> 1 Cor 8:10 10 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; (KJV)

<opentext> A way i look at this verse also is, that if the Word is idle in us, it will not produce the results that God wants from His Word, because one is doing it for show, and importance, and not as the servant God asks us to be.

<opentext> Most often as people grow in the Word, pride will get in the way. We want people to look up to us and tell us how well we are doing.

<opentext> Rather, then being a signpost that points to Father through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> James 3:17-18 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.
18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. (KJV)

<opentext> What is our attitude when we share His Word? Are you wanting the people to take notice of you or the Saviour? What kind of results are you expecting? It is His Word, so therefore if i do that which He asks, i should not be concerned with what it does, as once we have delivered that which Father asks, it is between God and that person. Yet, often we think that we should be the one that waits and watches for the results.

<opentext> 1 Cor 8:11-12 11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?  12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.  (KJV)

<opentext> So, how is it that we use this knowledge that we acquire from God? If we operate in Christ, then we will be a servant, if we operate in the flesh, then one will get puffed up, and not do the will of God.

<opentext> How easy is it for the flesh to get in the way?

<rhoumai> can be very easy, if we don't maintain our focus and purpose

<his> it is easy, one heedless word starts a fire

<at-peace> very easy if we have not kept our mind renewed in the Word

<diligently> am sure it is easy,am learning as to the times it is in the way.

<chosen> very easy if we take our focus off the Word

<diligently> seems like flesh can just take off (like habit) Father is pointing this out to me.

<opentext> How often do you see people talk down at people, rather then to them? 

<rhoumai> have seen that much...not an example of the believer in Christ Jesus

<chosen> very often...elevating themselves

<his> much

<diligently> have seen this.

<opentext> What would happen if a servant talked to their master like that, what do you think would happen?

<rhoumai> the servant would be punished severely

<his> dismissal

<diligently> Father would chasten me.

<h-d-k> if they were a hired servant...they would be a fired servant

<chosen> they would get shown to the door and told to leave

<opentext> So what should we expect, when we will use the Word in that manner?

<his> a millstone

<diligently> same thing

<rhoumai> we place ourselves in jeopardy of a just reward, and it won't be pretty

<opentext> Do we really think that we can tell God how we think His Word will work best? It reminds me of Job, when God asked him where he was, when God was doing all of the creating.

<opentext> Or, going before God, and rashly with ones mouth, telling God how we think best that things should be done.

<opentext> Often times one trips over the mote in their own eye, trying to find the splinter in others.

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:20 20 For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults: (KJV)

<opentext> definition for debates.....  2054  eris (er'-is);  of uncertain affinity; a quarrel, i.e. (by implication) wrangling: KJV-- contention, debate, strife, variance.

<opentext> wrangle = argue or dispute

<opentext> definition for envyings....  2205  zelos-  excitement of mind, ardor, fervor of spirit  a) zeal, ardor in embracing, pursuing, defending anything  1) zeal in behalf of, for a person or thing   2) the fierceness of indignation, punitive zeal  b) an envious and contentious rivalry, jealousy
<opentext> definition for wraths..... 2372  thumos-  1) passion, angry, heat, anger forthwith boiling up and soon subsiding again  2) glow, ardor, the wine of passion, inflaming wine (which either drives the drinker insane or kills him with its strength)

<opentext> definition for strifes.... 2052  eritheia- electioneering or intriguing for office  a) apparently, in the New Testament a courting distinction, a desire to put oneself forward, a partisan and fractious spirit which does not disdain low arts  b) partisanship, fractiousness;  Before New Testament times this word is found only in Aristotle where it denotes a self-seeking pursuit of political office by unfair means. Paul exhorts to be one in the mind of Christ not puttingself forward or being selfish (Phil. 2:3). James 3:14 speaks against having selfishness or self-promoting in your heart.

<opentext> definition for backbitings.....  2637  katalalos (kat-al'-al-os); from 2596 and the base of 2980; talkative against, i.e. a slanderer: KJV-- backbiter.

<opentext> defintion for whisperings.....  5587  psithurismos- 1) a whispering, that is, secret slandering 2) used of the magical murmuring of a charmer of snakes 

<opentext> definition for swellings....  5450  phusiosis- a puffing up of soul, loftiness, pride
<opentext> definiton for tumults.....  181  akatastasia-  instability, a state of disorder, disturbance, confusion

<opentext> In other words, pride comes before the fall.

<opentext> 2Cor 12: 20 For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may not find you to be what I desire, and that you may find me to be what you do not desire; that perhaps there may be contention, jealousy, bitter feeling, party spirit, ill-natured talk, backbiting, undue eulogy, unrest; 21 and that upon re-visiting you I may be humbled by my God in your presence, and may have to mourn over many whose hearts still cling to their old sins, and who have not repented of the impurity, fornication, and gross sensuality, of which they have been guilty.(Weymouth)

<opentext> This is what one sees most often within the body. The jealousy, the manipulating for position and such. 

<opentext> And yet, have we not said, that the two apostles that tried to get position at the side of Jesus Christ were sneaky and manipulative, and yet some will turn right around, and act the same way?

<rhoumai> yes <his> yes <chosen> yes <h-d-k> yes <matti> yes

<diligently> dont know,have not seen it happen.

<opentext> 1 Cor 8:12-13 12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.  (KJV)

<opentext> Thus, we should be beginning to see, why we are to be swift to hear, and slow to speak. Studying for Father's approval, so that one has taken the time to rightly divide this word of truth, so that when we are asked a reason of the hope within us, we will use Father's wisdom on how to respond about Christ within us, the hope of glory!

<opentext> Today, will you be a signpost, or a detour?

<Faithful> signpost <rhoumai> a signpost! <chosen> signpost <at-peace> signpost <his> signpost <diligently> signpost <matti> signpost <h-d-k> signpost

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verse to share...

<opentext> ok

<at-peace> 1 Tim 4:16 16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. (KJV)

<opentext> having a working knowledge of the Word....not just repeating that which we heard someone else speak

<at-peace> paying attention to our own walk and rightly dividing the Word of truth

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> 1 Peter 3:4  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. (KJV)

<opentext> being that example of the believers.....

<opentext> when one seeks to please Father, most often one will find themselves repeating the task several times, until one has the right attitude as well as motivation.

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> something i heard from the study....

<rhoumai> Matt 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God,(seeking to please Father, doing all unto Him and for His glory) and his righteousness (maintaining our walk in the Spirit, not giving way to the flesh); and all these things shall be added unto you (what we need to do this will be available to us).(KJV)

<opentext> and, taking no thought for tomorrow (not be concerned with what they may think of us) but rather doing all at this moment to please Father.

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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