Bible Study Tuesday 3 April, 2001

<chosen> Father we thank you and praise you for all that you have done for us this day, through your Word,...we pray that we will each be ready to hear and obey your words and allow them to continue to mold us into a vessel fit for your use, we thank you for this time together and give you the praise and glory for all that you have for us, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 8:12-13 12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. (KJV)

<opentext> One does not always think about the others that maybe around, let alone whether or not one may set the wrong example.

<opentext> Using Father's wisdom on how we should answer, rather then from the book of "pat" answers. The problem is, that most times, one answers from what they have memorized or rehearsed.

<opentext> And we should all remember, that the definition for a hypocrite, is and actor, role player, or stage player.

<opentext> God does not need or want any actors. He wants those that are sincere, those that want to fellowship with Him out of a pure heart. It is only those with the pure heart, that are able to worship Father in Spirit and in truth.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:1-2 1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? 2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, why would Paul have to explain himself to the Corinthians?

<diligently> they were not getting it..he was helping them to understand.

<d-g> i would say those that didnt want to hear the truth would question his calling

<at-peace> because they were looking at the man, and sizing him by man's credentials

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 9:1 [Am I not an apostle?] It is sufficiently evident that there were persons at Corinth who questioned the apostleship of Paul; and he was obliged to walk very circumspectly that they might not find any occasion against him. It appears also that he had given them all his apostolical labours gratis; and even this, which was the highest proof of his disinterested benevolence, was produced by his opposers as an argument against him. "Prophets, and all divinely commissioned men, have a right to their secular support; you take nothing:-- is not this from a conviction that you have no apostolical right?" On this point the apostle immediately enters on his own defense. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Being confident of this very thing, that He which has begun a good work in you, will bring it to perfection!

<opentext> How confident are you of the work that He has begun in you?

<at-peace> grow more confident each day

<chosen> much more confident than i was a year ago

<his> more...i can do nothing without Him

<diligently> when in Spirit, very much at peace and confident.more flesh dies daily

<rhoumai> i know He has begun a good work in me, and if i stay out of the way, i will continue to grow in Him

<his> nothing

<d-g> more and more each day, have learned that one needs only to please Father and not anyone else

<h-k> it will keep growing.....if it is not neglected

<opentext> Do you find the need to explain or justify yourself to others?

<his> no

<h-k> no

<diligently> yes,if they ask me..

<rhoumai> used to...not anymore

<chosen> we are answerable to Father, not to man

<his> well...stifle such thoughts if they arise

<at-peace> at times have thought i needed to

<opentext> Remembering who it is we are to please! We study for God's approval. We rightly divide the Word of truth, so that we never have to be ashamed when we stand before Him.

<opentext> What can another man do for or against you in front of God? It is by your words that you will be justified or condemned.

<his> nothing..i have to work out my own salvation

<at-peace> only that which we allow

<opentext> 1Cor 9: 1 Am I not free? Am I not an Apostle? Can it be denied that I have seen Jesus, our Lord? Are not you yourselves my work in the Lord? 2 If to other men I am not an Apostle, yet at any rate I am one to you; for your very existence as a Christian Church is the seal of my Apostleship. 3 That is how I vindicate myself to those who criticize me.(Weymouth)

<opentext> Eph 3:9 9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> And a few years later, Paul came to a fuller understanding of what it was all about. It is to get all men to see and understand the mystery.

<opentext> It does not matter what they think of us, a matter of pointing them to Father through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Not looking for the rewards or pats on the back here, but rather waiting for the recognition from Father when we get home.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:4-5 4 Have we not power to eat and to drink? 5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? (KJV)

<opentext> How often do people get caught up in what they can or cannot eat?

<h-k> still see that sometimes

<now-faith> physically--a lot 

<rhoumai> the religious world does that most of the time

<diligently> am sure ,they do

<his> it is a big thing with some denominations

<opentext> We see it both physically and spiritually. Most preachers do not want their people listening to anyone else, for fear they may hear the truth.

<opentext> But then too, you have those with itching ears, and only stay in each place for a season, and have to keep jumping from one place to another, to try to keep feeding their emotions.

<opentext> and then you have the "looky lou's", those that always have to see what everyone else is doing, but never make a commitment themselves.

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 9:4 [Have we not power to eat and to drink?] Have we not authority, or right, exousia  (grk 1849), to expect sustenance, while we are labouring for your salvation? Meat and drink, the necessaries, not the superfluities, of life, were what those primitive messengers of Christ
required; it was just that they who laboured in the Gospel should live by the Gospel; they did not wish to make a fortune, or accumulate wealth; a living was all they desired. It was probably in reference to the same moderate and reasonable desire that the provision made for the clergy in this country was called a living; (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 9:4  PP1 When the apostle speaks of leading about a sister, a wife, he means first, that he and all other apostles, and consequently all ministers of the Gospel, had a right to marry. For it appears that our Lord's brethren James and Jude were married; and we have infallible evidence that Peter was a married man, not only from this verse, but from <Matt. 8:14>, where his mother-in-law is mentioned as being cured by our Lord of a fever. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:6  6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working? (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 9:6 [Or I only and Barnabas] Have we alone of all the apostles no right to be supported by our converts? It appears from this, 1. That the apostles did not generally support themselves by their own labour. 2. That Paul and Barnabas did thus support themselves.
(from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Paul, would not be held accountable to any man. Thus, why he would work with his hands when necessary.

<opentext> And i am sure that Barnabus followed Paul's example, even though he was not always in agreement with Paul, as we find out a short time later.

<opentext> So, each day, we have to ask ourselves, what kind of example are we setting? Is it pointing to Father by and through Jesus Christ?

<opentext> Even though not all of us are called to be preachers, yet, one can still doubt or question their call. Do you question where you stand with the Lord this day? Only you can prevent eternal fires.

<opentext> The time one spends with Father in the Word, is what causes one's confidence to grow. They begin to become rooted and grounded in the Word of truth.

<opentext> How sure are your standing with Father today?

<opentext> any  questions or comments from today's study?

<d-g> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<d-g> most of what Paul has been addressing in these verses actually comes down to others not sure of where they stand, and rather take the time to establish themselves in the word, they question Paul for his stand

<d-g> and i am sure most of what was said was not to Pauls face either

<opentext> correct, as much of what Paul is answering in this epistle, is the results of a letter that was written Paul from Corinth.

<d-g> if they were sure of their salvation, they wouldnt be pointing the finger at him or others he associated with, but rather take the time to examine themselves

<opentext> And thus why we have to have confidence, or know who we are in Christ, otherwise we will never be able to answer anyone with the reason of the hope within us.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<h-k> good study

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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