Bible Study Tuesday 13 March, 2001

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come boldly before your throne of grace this day to seek all that you have for us to nourish and maintain our walk in Christ this day.  We come to you with open hearts and willing minds and are quick to give you all the praise, honor and glory through Christ Jesus........

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:8-10 8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I. 9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn. 10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: (KJV)

<opentext> Now, one thing we must keep in mind as we go over this letter to the Corinthians, is how carnal these people were. Much of their ideas and notions were based in and on traditions, doctrines and rituals, and we all know how tough those can be to get rid of.

<opentext> [I command, yet not I, but the Lord] I do not give my own private opinion or judgment in this case; for the Lord Jesus commands that man shall not put asunder them whom God hath joined, <Matt. 5:32; 19:6>. And God has said the same, <Gen. 2:24>. The following extracts will prove that the law among the Jews was very loose relative to the firmness of the marriage bond:  A woman might put away or depart from her husband by giving this simple reason to the elders, who would give the following certificate. "In day of week, of year, a., daughter of B., put away before us and said: My mother, or my brethren, deceived me, and wedded me or betrothed me, when I was a very young maid, to C., son of D.; but I now reveal my mind before you, that I will not have him." Sometimes they parted with mutual consent, and this also was considered legal, as was also the marriage of the separated parties to others. Witness the following story: "A good man had a good wife; but because they had no children, they mutually put away each other. The good man married a bad (a pagan) wife, and she made him bad (a pagan;) the good woman married a bad (a pagan) husband, and she made him good." (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> What we often forget, is that how can two walk together, lest they be agreed? Evil communications does indeed corrupt good morals or manners. One should try everything within the Word, before departing. One's relationship with Father through Jesus Christ is the most important relationship of all.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:11-13 11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. 12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. 13 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. (KJV)

<opentext> We often forget, that the woman at the well, (john 4), had five husbands, and the one she was now with she was not betrothed to.....and Jesus Christ primary concern was that she would have accepted the living waters.

<opentext> Paul in Ephesians chapter 5, talks about the marriage and its union, as to Christ and the church, this being the great mystery. And it is as we learn control over the body, that one is then able to keep the body in subjection to the Spirit.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:14 14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. (KJV)

<opentext> One must also remember, that one does not continue in sin, so that grace may more abound. There are those time that one must rid themselves of the unclean thing. Two cannot walk together lest they be agreed.

<opentext> Also, the importance of there being hope for any children. For as we all know, seldom is the children's best interest ever considered, as two file for divorce.

<opentext> The most important thing that we must all keep fresh in our heart and mind, is that if we are frivolous in or fleshly details of live, what will our spiritual nature then be like as well?

<ready2> the leaven will start to rise

<diligently> same walk in all ways.

<rhoumai> we will become complacent in our spiritual lives as well

<chosen> just the same spiritually also

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:15-20 15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace. 16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife? 17 But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches. 18 Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God. 20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, as you will notice, as Paul continues his thought here, he also addresses circumcision. Now what does this have to do with marriage?

<diligently> if there heart is right with God.

<at-peace> the circumcision of the heart

<rhoumai> it is another physical act...a symbolic gesture...the true meaning, not physical but spiritual

<at-peace> not departing from our relationship with Christ

<chosen> putting oneself under the law, by walking in the fleshly ways...or choosing to walk in the Spirit

<opentext> Paul was addressing another physical act they had done. And that they should not try to go undo that which was done, but rather just to set it aside. And just as Jesus Christ told the woman at the well, those that worship Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth.

<opentext> How many things did we used to do that we "thought " glorified God, only to learn that it was nothing more than appeasing the flesh?

<rhoumai> many things <diligently> many <chosen> most things <his> many

<opentext> Why don't you continue to do those things?

<rhoumai> because i realize those things feed the flesh, but is not worshiping Father in Spirit and in truth

<diligently> Father has brought it to my attention,,that those things are not pleasing to Him.

<Faithful> those things are not pleasing to Father

<chosen> i used to believe that which man told me i should be doing...now i chose to do what Father asks of me

<ready2> it grieved the spirit, even if the flesh felt good

<his> they are not truth

<opentext> so when we were children in understanding, we did the things that children do, such as follow the leader. But, as we mature, we put away the childish things, and then start to do only those things that please Father.

<opentext> Is that what you were trying to say?

<diligently> :-) yes <rhoumai> yes <chosen> yes <Faithful> yes <his> yes

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:20-23 20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 21 Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. 22 For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant. 23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. (KJV)

<opentext> Now note again, how Paul now addresses being a servant. And learning to walk in the calling where we are called. The key is, not to be in bondage to man and his laws, which lead a person away from God.

<opentext> You are bought with a price. We often times forget the value of the sacrifice of what was given in our behalf. If we were always cognizant of this gift, would you be as apt to act as you so often do?

<Faithful> no <diligently> no <rhoumai> no <joyful> no <chosen> no <his> no

<opentext> So then what we see and hear Paul addressing here, is learning to be more mindful of our relationship with Father by and through Jesus Christ. Nurturing and maintaining this relationship.

<opentext> How often does our spiritual relationship with Father, take the back seat to any or all of our physical relationships? (That is, whether a marriage, a job, or the friendships that we keep and maintain?)

<rhoumai> hopefully never, but i know it has happened when my focus is on me, and not on Him

<diligently> only when one is in the flesh.

<Faithful> more than it should

<his> when we have not sought Him first

<chosen> whenever we forget who it is that we belong to

<ready2> no man can serve two masters

<opentext> If one can not give themselves fully to God, how will they ever be able to keep any physical commitment? Let alone a spiritual one?

<rhoumai> they won't be able to <chosen> wont be able to <Faithful> they wont <diligently> they cant <h-k> they cannot <joyful> it cannot happen <matti> they cant

<his> they will be doing it under there own strength

<opentext> So then, they that worship Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth, for His Word is truth. For the words that Jesus Christ spoke are indeed spirit and they are life, and so one must make the choice to walk in the Spirit, so they will not fulfill the lusts or desires of the flesh.

<diligently> yes <h-k> yes <his> yes 

<opentext> Eph 2:2-4 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, (KJV)

<opentext> Note, the former manner of living. Led by the spirit of disobedience. the results being, fulfilling the lusts and desires of the flesh.

<opentext> So what Paul is saying to us in this seventh chapter to the Corinthians, is what kind of relationship do you have with Father? Today, will you make this relationship, the most important one in your life?

<chosen> yes <his> yes <joyful> yes <rhoumai> yes <diligently> yes <h-k> yes <Faithful> yes <matti> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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