Bible Study Tuesday 20 March, 2001

<his> Our Father, thank You for the blessing of this time to come before You though Jesus Christ to share in the meal that You have prepared for us this day. Thank You that You have already prepared that which You know each one of us has need of to serve You in the work that You have asked of us.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:25-27 25 Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful. 26 I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, I say, that it is good for a man so to be. 27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. (KJV)

<opentext> All too often, when we see people that have accepted the Lord....they have that initial enthusiasm for the Lord, and then the next thing you know, people tell them the need to be looking for a husband or a wife. Have you ever seen that happen?

<rhoumai> yes

<ready2> it seems to be doctrine with some people

<Faithful> yes <his> yes <diligently> yes

<chosen> yes, they almost think they need a physical partner to share their salvation with

<opentext> We begin in the Spirit, that new beginning in Christ, and then as our  initial joy starts to subside, (since most are operating in and on emotions) since they have not continued in the Word....they wonder why their focus has changed.

<opentext> Learning to be content in where we are at, and remaining focused on the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> How do these kinds of teachings get started? How and why do they continue? Profane and vain babblings, because people are not taught to study the Word. Rather they are taught to rely on what is not, and not to be as the Bereans, and go to the Word, and be sure all that they have heard, is according to the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ.

<opentext> Even in where each of us are at today; how often are we content, as well as trusting, in where Father has us at this day?

<rhoumai> learning more and more to be content, yet stay hungry to grow more

<diligently> daily we learn to be content

<opentext> Are you as quick to study the Word for His approval this day, as you are to look for satisfaction in the physical things?

<rhoumai> probably not as much as i should be

<chosen> His Word is far more precious than anything or anyone physical

<diligently> we do seek to please Father daily,in all He asks of me.

<diligently> to the best of my understanding.

<opentext> Phil 4:12-13 12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)

<opentext> It is only as our focus is in and on the Word, that one will constantly be seeking those things that are of the Lord. Being content in where Father has us, but yet hungry for the deep things of God.

<opentext> Matt 11:29-30 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. (KJV)

<opentext> As the truth (Christ) is in Jesus, the example or pattern that we too should follow. Being led by the Spirit, so that the desires of the flesh will not be in control.

<opentext> Yet, having the confidence to step out when the Lord asks us to, and not wanting Him to do everything for us.

<opentext> How many of you would cross the street, if there is a steady stream of cars and trucks traveling there?

<rhoumai> i wouldn't <diligently> not me <his> would not <chosen> not me <at-peace> not me <Faithful> nope

<opentext> You have been taught to use wisdom, and look all ways before attempting to do it. Something that you have learned already. SO then you would not have to ask God, "should i cross the street Lord"....for you have already been taught in that area, and now have to apply the wisdom you already have.

<opentext> Many times, rather then using that which we have already developed, and are sure of the answers, one will stop and ask God, even though they already know His answer. However, since they lack confidence, they will hesitate instead of stepping out with confidence.

<opentext> How can one press towards the mark of the prize of that high calling, if they are going to wait for God to give all of the directions? If we have been learning of Him, shouldn't some of those things now be a way of life?

<Faithful> yes <h-k> they cannot......yes <diligently> yes <his> yes <chosen> yes <rhoumai> yes <at-peace> yes they should be 

<ready2> we become partakers of His divine nature

<opentext> Are you going to ask God if you should breathe at this present moment?

<his> no <Faithful> no <rhoumai> no <diligently> no <at-peace> no <chosen> no

<opentext> Why not?

<Faithful> because we know that Father would not want us to stop breathing

<diligently> He has given it to us already.we have the ability to breath from Father.

<his> would die

<chosen> we already know what His answer and will, is to that

<rhoumai> He gave us lungs for that purpose...we know that, so we don't have to ask Him

<ready2> we know what we need to keep the flesh functioning, and now we should know the things that keep the spirit man alive and well

<opentext> And most of the time, we do that without even thinking about it. And we would not think anything of it, unless someone covered our nose and our mouth.

<opentext> This is the way we want to become in the Word. We want it to be a way of life, because we have learned of Him, and have made His Word the way of life, for our life. And when anyone would try to cover our spiritual nose and mouth, we should immediately call their intentions into question.

<opentext> It is just as the verses that we started with this morning, we should be in tune with God and His Word, and not be looking for other people to tell us how to live; that is whether we should be married or single. Whether we should be at this job or that job. Rather we should be so intent on serving God, and hearing His voice clearly, that we know that which He wants for us.

<opentext> Does that mean that we never ask questions? NO! For none of us are at the same place of growth in our walk with the Lord. We do learn and grow together.

<opentext> And just as none of you would cross the busy street until it was clear to do so, so we should know not to step out on somethings, until we have the peace of God which passes all of our fleshly understanding.

<opentext> Much of what we have "thought " we have learned, are old wives fables, or the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. It is no different then most of you were taught that there were 3 wisemen at the manger, and you believed what people had told you, without questioning it. 

<opentext> We have to study the Word seeking Father's approval, rightly dividing the Word of truth. Rightly dividing a lie, will still result in a lie. Rightly dividing the truth, will bring one into a closer relationship with Father, and enable one to maintain their walk on that strait and narrow path.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:28-30 28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you. 29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none; 30 And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not; (KJV)

<opentext> One must remember, how carnal this church was, and the problems that they had there. One has to see the correction that is being given them.

<opentext> Knowing Father and His Word, because we have allowed His Spirit to lead us and guide us into all truth. And because we have followed His Spirit, we go into this day, being confident of the things He has showed us, and yet hungry for more instruction in His way.

<opentext> Today, the Lord is asking you....will you come follow me?

<h-k> yes <at-peace> yes <his> yes <chosen^> yes <rhoumai> yes <diligently> yes.with great  joy. 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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