Bible Study Wednesday 24 January, 2001

<char-judy> Our Father we thank you and praise you for this day, and this time you have provided in fellowship, Father we ask that you would open up to each of us that which you know we have need of that will keep and sustain us through this day and enable us to remain faithful in our walk and relationship with you, through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:11-13 11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. 12 For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within? 13 But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person. (KJV)

<opentext> One other thing we should bring up about verse 11, is that you should notice that it says that if any man that is called a brother......

<opentext> Defintion for is called......  3687  onomazo (on-om-ad'-zo);  from 3686; to name, i.e. assign an appellation; by extension, to utter, mention, profess: KJV-- call, name.

<opentext> So we can see that Paul is making it clear, that this applies to anyone....that even mentions themselves as being a Christian....and then acts contrary to it, according to the standards Paul brought forth.

<opentext> Adam Clarke has some interesting comments as an overview of this chapter, which i want us to look at today.

<opentext> There are several important subjects in this chapter which intimately concern the Christian church in general. 1. If evil be tolerated in religious societies, the work of God cannot prosper there. If one scandal appear, it should be the cause of general humiliation and mourning to the followers of God where it occurs; because the soul of a brother is on the road to perdition, the cause of God so far betrayed and injured, and Christ recrucified in the house of his friends. Pity should fill every heart toward the transgressor, and prayer for the backslider occupy all the members of the church. (AC)
<opentext> In other words, prayer should be the main topic, rather then defending the persons actions.

<opentext> It also shows that for that kind of thing to come in, there had to be a part of laziness within the body, to bring about such actions. For we know that if we hold fast our profession of faith, that attacks will come, but the devil should not get the upper hand.

<opentext> 2. Discipline must be exercised in the Christian Church; without this it will soon differ but little from the wilderness of this world. But what judgment, prudence, piety, and caution, are requisite in the execution of this most important branch of a minister's duty! He may be too easy and tender, and permit the gangrene to remain until the flock be infected with it. Or he may be rigid and severe, and destroy parts that are vital while only professing to take away what is vitiated. A backslider is one who once knew less or more of the salvation of God. Hear what God says concerning such: Turn, ye backsliders, for I am married unto you. See how unwilling He is to give them up! He suffers long, and is kind: do thou likewise; and when thou art obliged to cut off the offender from the church of Christ, follow him still with thy best advice and heartiest prayers. (AC)

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> what is the def. for vitiated, please ?

<opentext> injured, corrupted

<his> ok thanks

<opentext> In this section by Clarke, one can see the requisite for rightly dividing the Word of truth, so that the Word is brought forth, and not personal agendas or grudges. It is the truth that will set one free, and by continuing in that truth, is what will maintain that liberty.

<opentext> 3. A soul cut off from the flock of God is in an awful state! his outward defense is departed from him; and being no longer accountable to any for his conduct, he generally plunges into unprecedented depths of iniquity; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. Reader, art thou without the pale of God's church?  Remember it is here written, them that are WITHOUT God judgeth, <1 Cor. 5:13> (AC)

<dave-greg> 0/

<opentext> yes greg

<dave-greg> we touched on the verse last week, turn them over to satan for the destruction of the flesh, would this be similar then in letting them try their way out in the world so to speak, without the protection of God

<opentext> Jer 11:14-15 14 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will not hear them in the time that they cry unto me for their trouble. 15 What hath my beloved to do in mine house, seeing she hath wrought lewdness with many, and the holy flesh is passed from thee? when thou doest evil, then thou rejoicest. (KJV)

<opentext> A big misconception that is within the Church, is that if we pray, we can turn or change anyone's mind. Yet, how can we violate the free-will of any person, any more then God can or will?

<his> we cannot

<dave-greg> for some, they have already made up their mind, being in rebellion

<dave-greg> and once they willfully sin, there remains no more sacrifice for it

<opentext> Yes, many think that by giving God a few scraps of their time, they are still in His graces. And do not realize that they are in rebellion. And yet think, that as soon as the business, or the job straightens up a bit, then i will give God more time. Yet, all the while they are treading in and on dangerous ground.

<opentext> God is to get the first-fruits, not our left-overs.

<dave-greg> and as long as they are seeking first the outward, that day will never come for them

<opentext> Once God takes the second place in our life, the decline becomes very fast.

<opentext> And then it is just as Paul wrote to the Galatians, that you began in the Spirit, and NOW think you are made perfect by the flesh.

<opentext> 4. Christians who wish to retain the spirituality of their religion (Christianity) should be very careful how they mingle with the world. He who is pleased with the company of ungodly men, no matter howsoever witty or learned, is either himself one with them, or is drinking into their spirit. It is impossible to associate with such by choice without receiving a portion of their contagion. A man may be amused or delighted with such people, but he will return even from the festival of wit with a lean soul. Howsoever contiguous they may be, yet the church and the world are separated by an impassable gulf. (AC)

<opentext> How can two walk together, unless they be agreed?

<h-k> they cannot <rhoumai> they can't <steph> they cant <char-judy> can't <his> they  cannot <now-faith1> cannot

<opentext> And usually it is a greed, that brings the two together, since there is no longer trust or reliance in God as source!

<opentext> 5. If all the fornicators, adulterers, drunkards, extortioners, and covetous persons which bear the Christian name, were to be publicly excommunicated from the Christian church, how many, and how awful would the examples be! If however the discipline of the visible church be so lax that such characters are tolerated in it, they should consider that this is no passport to heaven. In the sight of God they are not members of his church; their citizenship is not in heaven, and therefore they have no right to expect the heavenly inheritance. It is not under names, creeds, or professions, that men shall be saved at the last day; those alone who were holy, who were here conformed to the image of Christ, shall inherit the kingdom of God. Those who expect it in any other way, or on any other account, will be sadly deceived. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> The Word is clear in it's message. The problems is that it has been watered down, and made to fit personal beliefs, rather then people taking a stand for God and His Word.

<opentext> The result is that most have tolerance for anything that appears to be close to God and His Word. Thus why there is so much division as well as perversion within the so-called church today.

<opentext> Why does this happen?

<dave-greg> as long as the outward needs are met for most, they dont consider the inward man that important

<rhoumai> they tolerate sin because they themselves live in sin, wanting to fulfill the lust of the flesh rather than walk in the Spirit

<char-judy> most become lazy, and do not take the time each day in the Word or to check out that which has been taught, they take man at his word, instead of God at His Word

<his> the people dont check everything out in the Word themselves; no personal relationship with Father

<dave-greg> the inward man is an afterthought, basing their relationship with God on the number of people that attend or believe in the same doctrine they do

<opentext> Maybe, because we defend people and ideas, rather then holding fast His Word??

<h-k> 2 Cor 6:16-17 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  (KJV)

<his> yes

<opentext> Anything that comes before God...is an idol. 

<opentext> Paul says to touch not the unclean thing; so what does the church do....it embraces them, and asks for toleration, rather then showing them they have to want to give up the former ways, to become a part of His kingdom.

<opentext> Today, will you listen to God, or to man?

<his> God <steph> God <h-k> to God <joyful> God <rhoumai> God <char-judy> God

<dave-greg> a stangers voice we will not follow

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<dave-greg> 0/

<opentext> yes greg

<dave-greg> james 4:4 was a verse that came to mind

<opentext> James 4:4-6 4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. (KJV)

<char-judy> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<char-judy> verse to share...

<opentext> ok

<char-judy> Matt 6:24 24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 12:25 25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<dave-greg> God has dealt to every man the measure of faith, or the wages of sin is death, our choice which hand we choose to receive this day

<opentext> always the choice; life or death!
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