Bible Study Tuesday 16 January, 2001

<at-peace> Our Father we thank you and praise you for this day and for all that you know each of us has need of to remain faithful in our walk and relationship with you, we ask that however you see fit that you would open up to each of us our need, giving us strength and understanding through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:1-2 1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. 2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, a common response to what was happening in Corinth at this time, is wow, look at what these people are doing. Yet, what gets my attention, is how did they get to this place? In other words, how many "little" things did they allow in, to get them to this place?

<diligently> must of been many,many.

<his> a little leaven becomes a big mess very soon

<at-peace> by not continuing in the truth

<opentext> The thing that we most often forget, is that the wages of sin is death. Often times we want to grade sin. Yet, the fact is, that as we allow a "little" sin in, it grows and breeds larger sins or disobedience. How often have you reasoned that it is "only" a little sin, or only a "slight bit of disobedience?

<diligently> have thought ..well this does not matter to Father, why would it..in the past i thought that at times… Father has let me know everything matters to Him.

<steph> whenever we have tried to justify our actions

<d-g> what had manifested in the outward, began in little things

<rhoumai> when the flesh gets tired, we sometimes take a "breather"  have learned that we coast downhill when we do that

<opentext> Verse 2 shows us how their arrogance had built up within themselves. (a false pride). Rather then correcting sin and disobedience, they turned away from those that were doing wrong, and allowed it to continue.

<opentext> What can happen if you allow a sliver to remain in you finger?

<his> many times, unconsciously (i think) at first, let things slip 

<rhoumai> it will fester and become infected...could lose the whole hand...or your life

<his> painful infection very soon

<diligently> it festers and gets big.

<steph> it becomes infected, and the infection will eventually spread

<d-g> it can cause an infection through out the whole body

<at-peace> begin to fester, allowing infection in

<helpmate> the finger gets infected ...left untreated it can move to another part of the body

<opentext> and if ignored long enough, it can cause blood poisoning....which eventually can then lead to death. And yet, at the start, it was only a "little thing"!

<opentext> It is that which we allow into our hearing, that causes the mind to become blinded to the light of the glorious gospel of Christ. Then, in just a matter of time, the person is walking in darkness, and is not cognizant of how they got there.

<opentext> Now, does this mean that we become fault finders?

<his> no <diligently> no <steph> no <helpmate> no

<rhoumai> nope...being watchful for our souls

<his> look at beam in own eye

<d-g> examining ourselves

<at-peace> no

<opentext> How many have ever sat in on a study here, and thought within themselves....Larry prepared this study just to single me out?

<diligently> yes,there has been a time or two.in the past.

<steph> yep a few times in the past

<rhoumai> we know better than that, but many have been very timely...Father knowing what we have need of

<his> sometimes have thought where is larry coming from..but never saw it as being singled out

<opentext> Yet, the truth be known, Father knew exactly that which you had need of. And that is why the Word presented, either convicts us, or if in the flesh will condemn us.

<opentext> It is as one continues to harden their heart to Father's correction (for Father rebukes and chastens those whom He loves) it is only a matter of time until they are in the same straits as the church in Corinth is, as described here by Paul.

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:2-3 2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, (KJV)

<opentext> It is as one grows in a working knowledge of His Word, that is, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that as one sees or observes things that are going on, immediately God brings a scripture to remembrance, that tells you why that particular thing is wrong.

<opentext> The first thing we should do when something like this becomes obvious, is to pray for that person, and ask God to place people or things in their path that will allow them to hear the truth, and see where they are straying.

<opentext> Then, if Father asks you to speak to them, then one is going to have to ask Father for the words to present to them.

<opentext> For if the sin is not stopped, eventually it will affect, effect and infect all of the body.

<opentext> One other thing that one has to be aware of, is that one does not get pulled into the same sin. This can only be prevented by one keeping their mind renewed in and with His Word.

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:2-4 2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, (KJV)

<opentext> It is only by  always rightly dividing the Word of truth, that one will be kept from falling into error. Paul always tried to remain cognizant of where His power was from. 

<opentext> It should always cause a heavy heart when we see anyone in sin. It is not anything to be laughed at or made fun of.

<opentext> Thus why Paul asked them why they were not in mourning as to what was transpiring among them.

<opentext> Jesus Christ was moved with compassion for those that came to Him seeking help. And this is the way we need to learn to be as well.

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:5-6 5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? (KJV)

<opentext> How much does it take to affect, effect, or infect all of the body?

<d-g> little

<diligently> a speck,sliver

<rhoumai> a teeny tiny bit

<steph> only a little

<his> little

<at-peace> little

<diligently> grain of sand

<h-k> just a thought

<opentext> So then, how much can we relax or coast in our walk home?

<rhoumai> we cannot

<steph> not a bit

<h-k> we should never

<his> not at all

<diligently> none for the strait and narrow path that leads us home.

<at-peace> can't

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:7 7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:  (KJV)

<opentext> def. for purge: 1571  ekkathairo (ek-kath-ah'-ee-ro);  from 1537 and 2508; to cleanse thoroughly: KJV-- purge (out).

<opentext> Often times when we clean, do we do a thorough job? Or, do we only do what "we think" is satisfactory?

<his> what we think...and then Father points out there is more to do

<diligently> have done both.when ask Father,it is always done to His satisfaction,and not mine.

<d-g> clean enough to make the outward look good, leaving the inside a mess

<rhoumai> in the physical, sometime clean what shows, not the junk drawers and closets and such

<opentext> In everything we do, we should always be asking Father what is it that He wants accomplished. What is it that will please Him.

<opentext> John 8:29 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, will you seek to do all to please Him?

<h-k> yes <diligently> yes <rhoumai> yes, we certainly will <his> yes <steph> yes <at-peace> yes

<d-g> heartily as unto the Lord

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> verse to share

<his> John 12:48 48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. (KJV)

<his> came to mind when teaching was about being condemned if in flesh… and convicted by Word if in Spirit

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> 1 Tim 5:22 22 Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure. (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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