Bible Study Tuesday 9 January, 2001

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before you this day seeking all that you have for us in your Word to lead and guide us in all conversation.  We ask that we would have open hearts and minds to not only receive but to do what you ask of us this day through Christ Jesus........

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:9-10 9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. (KJV)

<opentext> We are fools for Christ's sake; such in common account, and we are well content to be so accounted. We can pass for fools in the world, and be despised as such, so that the wisdom of God and the honour of the gospel may by this means be secured and displayed." Note, Faithful ministers can bear being despised, so that the wisdom of God and the power of his grace be thereby displayed. "But you are wise in Christ. You have the fame of being wise and learned Christians, and you do not a little value yourselves upon it. We are under disgrace for delivering the plain truths of the gospel, and in as plain a manner: you are in reputation for your eloquence and human wisdom, which among many make you pass for wise men in Christ. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> There are God's standards, and then there are the worlds standards.

<opentext> Our boasting should be in Christ, and that which He has accomplished for us.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:11-13 11Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; 12
And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: 13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. (KJV)

<opentext> We are weak, but you are strong. We are suffering for Christ's sake" (so being weak plainly signifies, <2 Cor. 12:10>), "when you are in easy and flourishing circumstances."  Note, All Christians are not alike exposed. Some suffer greater hardships than others who are yet engaged in the same warfare. The standard-bearers in an army are most struck at. So ministers in a time of persecution are commonly the first and greatest sufferers. Or else, "We pass upon the world for persons of but mean endowments, mere striplings in Christianity; but you look upon yourselves, and are looked upon by others, as men, as those of a much more advanced growth and confirmed strength." Note, Those are not always the greatest proficients in Christianity who think thus of themselves, or pass for such upon others. It is but too easy and common for self-love to commit such a mistake. The Corinthians may think themselves, and be esteemed by others, as wiser and stronger men in Christ than the apostles themselves. But O! how gross is the mistake!  

He enters into some particularities of their sufferings: Even to this present hour; that is, after all the service we have been doing among you and other churches, we hunger and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling-place, and labour, working with our own hands, v. 11, 12. Nay, they were made as the filth of the world, and the off-scouring of all things, v. 13. They were forced to labour with their own hands to get subsistence, and had so much, and so much greater, business to mind, that they could not attend enough to this, to get a comfortable livelihood, but were exposed to hunger, thirst, and nakedness-- many times wanted meat, and drink, and clothes.  They were driven about the world, without having any fixed abode, any stated habitation. Poor circumstances indeed, for the prime ministers of our Saviour's kingdom to have no house nor home, and to be destitute of food and raiment! But yet no poorer than his who had not where to lay his head, <Lu. 9:58>.  

But O glorious charity and devotion, that would carry them through all these hardships! How ardently did they love God, how vehemently did they thirst for the salvation of souls! Theirs was voluntary, it was pleasing poverty.  They thought they had a rich amends for all the outward good things they wanted, if they might but serve Christ and save souls. Nay, though they were made the filth of the world, and the off-scouring of all things. They were treated as men not fit to live, perikatharmata. It is reasonably thought by the critics that an allusion is here made to a common custom of many heathen nations, to offer men in sacrifice in a time of pestilence, or other like grievous calamity. These were ordinarily the vilest of men, persons of the lowest rank and worst character.  Thus, in the first ages, Christians were counted the source of all public calamities, and were sacrificed to the people's rage, if not to appease their angry deities. And apostles could not meet with better usage. They suffered in their persons and characters as the very worst and vilest men, as the most proper to make such a sacrifice: or else as the very dirt of the world, that was to be swept away: nay, as the off-scouring of all things, the dross, the filings of all things. They were the common-sewer into which all the reproaches of the world were to be poured. To be the off-scouring of any thing is bad, but what is it to be the off-scouring of all things! 

How much did the apostles resemble their Master, and fill up that which was behind of his afflictions, for his body's sake, which is the church! <Col. 1:24>. They suffered for him, and they suffered after his example. Thus poor and despised was he in his life and ministry. And every one who would be faithful in Christ Jesus must prepare for the same poverty and contempt. Note, Those may be very dear to God, and honourable in his esteem, whom men may think unworthy to live, and use and scorn as the very dirt and refuse of the world. God seeth not as man seeth, <1 Sam. 16:7>. We have here the apostles' behaviour under all; and the return they made for this mal-treatment: Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we entreat, v. 12, 13. They returned blessings for reproaches, and entreaties and kind exhortations for the rudest slanders and defamation, and were patient under the sharpest persecutions. 

Note, The disciples of Christ, and especially his ministers, should hold fast their integrity, and keep a good conscience, whatever opposition of hardships they meet with from the world. Whatever they suffer from men, they must follow the example, and fulfil the will and precepts, of their Lord. They must be content, with him and for him, to be despised and abused. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> The vast majority of the time, the church tries to portray the apostles as preachers and teachers that were well sought after. Well, they were, but not for the reasons that most suppose.

<opentext> Often times the walk of the Christian is portrayed as a walk in the park.....without the lions and bears roaming freely.

<opentext> The fact is that the devil goes about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. We have been warned that there are ravenous wolves out there, masquerading in sheep’s clothing.

<opentext> John 15:19-21 19If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20
Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:14 14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul was wanting to warn them of the false security that they had been given. Often times the Christian walk is portrayed as...accept Christ Jesus, and then you will have whatever you want.

<opentext> How often is it that we throw a tantrum when we do  not get our way?

<diligently> my flesh does do that.

<rhoumai> any time we are in the flesh there is that possibility

<his> when not listening and obeying, when operating in flesh

<steph> anytime that we allow our wants to control us, rather than knowing that He supplies for our need

<opentext> And, again, we must keep fresh in our mind, the problem that Paul was addressing with the Church this epistle was being written to; they were carnal...they were picking and choosing preachers that taught that which they wanted to hear.

<opentext> No different then when Moses went up the mountain to talk with God, and the people decided to do whatever they wanted.

<opentext> Paul knew the God that he served, and wanted to share these insights or revelations with the people.....however, it was not what they wanted to hear. So often this is the case with ourselves...if we do not like the message, we turn off the hearing.

<opentext> If it is not what we want to do, we keep looking for a verse that will say what we want to hear.

<opentext> Gal 3:2-3 2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)

<opentext> To me, it sounds like the people of Galatia had much the same problem as those of Corinth. A lot of fleshly pride that would get in the way.

<opentext> We begin in the Spirit, and then we allow our worldly wisdom to get in the way, and then try to justify ourselves by fleshly rationalization and reasoning.

<opentext> It is a strait and narrow path that leads to Father's house, will you allow His Spirit to lead you this day?

<rhoumai> yes <his> yes <steph> yes <diligently> yes <helpmate> yes <at-peace> yes <ready2> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> For myself, i thought Henry did a very good job outlining a clearer understanding of those verses, and was not a whole lot that could be added to his insights.

<rhoumai> agree

<his> yes

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> verse to share

<opentext> sure

<his> 2 Timothy 3:12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. (KJV)

<opentext> shall....it will happen...if we stay on that strait and narrow path

<his> yes..Henry separated disciples and minister...heard the emphasis should be "all" ministers

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<ready2> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<ready2> just wanted to say that luke 14:26-33 the Lord addresses counting the cost, and today we were able to see more of what it will cost to be a follower of Christ

<opentext> looking past the veil of the flesh

<opentext> any other questions or comments 

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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