Bible Study Monday 8 January, 2001

<his> Our Father, thank You for the blessing of this time to gather together to learn more of You. Thank You that You have already prepared that which You know each of us has need of that will enable us to serve You in the Body of Christ, with all praise and thanks through Christ Jesus our Lord……….

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:6 6 And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another. (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 4:6 In writing this much, brethren, with special reference to Apollos and myself, I have done so for your sakes, in order to teach you by our example what those words mean, which say, "Nothing beyond what is written!" --so that you may cease to take sides in boastful rivalry, for one teacher against another. (Weymouth)

<opentext> 1Cor 4:6, Now I have applied what has been said above to myself and Apollos, to teach you...that you are not to be puffed up with rivalry over one teacher as against another. (Moffatt)

<opentext> When operating in the flesh, we will pick and favor personalities that appease the flesh, rather then recognizing who is supposed to be our teacher and guide into all of the truth.

<opentext> We must remember what part of the problem was here at Corinth. They were carnal Christians; which explained their envy (jealousy), division (picking sides) and strife (finding fleshly things to argue and debate over). How often do we resort to playing or making favorites? 

<steph> when we cease walking in the Spirit

<diligently> when in flesh

<his> when we are not following Christ

<rhoumai> anytime we are trying to appease the flesh 

<opentext> 1 Tim 5:21-22, I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality. Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure. (KJV)

<opentext> We can not play favorites, but at the same time, we must always take the time to rightly divide the Word of truth. <Mt 23:8-11>

<opentext> Are you always partial in your decisions?

<diligently> if they come from me and not Christ..no

<opentext> Are you quick to make alliance with anyone or everyone?

<rhoumai> nope

<diligently> no

<opentext> Doubtless there were persons at Corinth who, taking advantage of this spirit of innovation among that people, set themselves up also for teachers, and endeavoured to draw disciples after them. And perhaps some even of these were more valued by the fickle multitude than the very apostles by whom they had been brought out of paganish darkness into the marvellous light of the Gospel. I have already supposed it possible that Diotrephes was one of the ringleaders in these schisms at Corinth. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Often times though, we have not been delivered as far as we think we have. In today's society, the church as a whole, hangs onto and defends the paganish traditions, and ignore the truth of God's Word.

<opentext> It is the truth, God's Word that is supposed to set us free and keep us free, as we continue in it. The key is, that it has to be the pure Word, not a watered down version.

<opentext> One cannot grab onto every wind of doctrine that blows through town....

<opentext> That there WERE parties in the church at Corinth that were called by the names of Paul, and Apollos, and Peter; and Paul's design here was to show the impropriety of this by mentioning HIMSELF, APOLLOS, and PETER, and thus by transferring the whole discussion from INFERIOR teachers and leaders to show the impropriety of it. He might have argued against the impropriety of following other leaders. He might have mentioned their names. But this would have been invidious and indelicate. It would have excited THEIR anger. He therefore says that he had transferred it all to himself and Apollos; and it IMPLIED that if it were improper to split themselves up into factions with THEM as leaders, much more was it improper to follow others; that is, it was improper to form parties at all in the church. "I mention this of OURSELVES; out of delicacy I forbear to mention the names of others"-- And this was one of the instances in which Paul showed great TACT in accomplishing his object, and avoiding offence. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> Our salvation is by and through Christ Jesus our Lord. It is in Him we have been delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into His kingdom by His ultimate sacrifice.

<opentext> It is then a matter of keeping ones mind renewed by and through His Word, so that one's affections remain seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Yet, how often does Father give us our daily bread, gives us the exact portion that we have need of; and then a matter of hours or days later, we are negligent of that which we heard?

<diligently> have done this at times.

<rhoumai> when we start looking at circumstances instead of walking in the spirit

<steph> when we don't obey that which we have heard Him asking of us

<d-g> it is the things which we have heard, which we need to give the more earnest heed to, so we don’t let them slip

<his> when i pay heed to any distraction, when i focus on self

<opentext> It is then that we start blaming people or circumstances for "our" problems. One has now become exactly as these people of Corinth. Carnal...full of envy, division and strife.

<opentext> So then, why do we wonder why we have all of the different denominations today?

<opentext> Many defend that which they have heard other people say; however, few have a working knowledge of God and His Word.

<diligently> it is very clear as to why.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:7 7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?
(KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 4:7 Why, who gives you your superiority, my brother? Or what have you that you did not receive? And if you really did receive it, why boast as if this were not so? (Weymouth)

<opentext> [For who maketh thee to differ] It is likely that the apostle is here addressing himself to someone of those puffed up teachers, who was glorying in his gifts, and in the knowledge he had of the Gospel, etc. As if he had said: If thou hast all that knowledge which thou professest to have, didst thou not receive it from myself or some other of my fellow helpers who first preached the Gospel at Corinth?  God never spoke to thee to make thee an apostle. Hast thou a particle of light that thou hast not received from our preaching? Why then dost thou glory, boast, and exult, as if God had first spoken by thee, and not by us? (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> [For who maketh ...] This verse contains a reason for what Paul had just said; and the reason is, that all that any of them possessed had been derived from God, and no endowments whatever, which they had, could be laid as the foundation for self-congratulation and boasting. The apostle here doubtless has in his eye the teachers in the church of Corinth, and intends to show them that there was no occasion of pride or to assume pre-eminence. As all that they possessed had been given of God, it could not be the occasion of boasting or self-confidence. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> It is when we do not believe God, that we then do things by partiality. God is not a respecter of persons. So what He opened to Paul, He has to open to you. 

<opentext> Yet, how often do you "think", that God has given more to someone (anyone) else, but to what He made available to you?

<rhoumai> have thought that many times

<h-k> He has given the measure of the gift of Christ to all

<diligently> have done that

<his> when i am not as confident of the good work He has begun in me as i ought to be....when operating by sight not by faith

<steph> when we are not content in Christ

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:8 8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you. (KJV)

<opentext> [Now ye] Corinthians are full of secular wisdom; now ye are rich, both in wealth and spiritual gifts; <1 Cor. 14:26>: ye have reigned as kings, flourishing in the enjoyment of these things, in all tranquillity and honour; without any want of us: and I would to God ye did reign, in deed, and not in conceit only, that we also, poor, persecuted, and despised apostles, might reign with you.-- Whitby. Many associate praise and worship with grumbling and complaining. Though this paraphrase appears natural, yet I am of opinion that the apostle here intends a strong irony; and one which, when taken in conjunction with what he had said before, must have stung them to the heart. It is not an unusual thing for many people to forget, if not despise, the men by whom they were brought to the knowledge of the truth; and take up with others to whom, in the things of God, they owe nothing, Reader, is this thy case? (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Today, will you hear and obey, all of Father's counsel for you?

<his> yes <steph> yes <rhoumai> yes <h-k> yes <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<d-g> 0/

<opentext> yes  greg

<d-g> a comment on the last verse there

<opentext> sure

<d-g> Rev 3:17 17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: (KJV)

<d-g> i have seen many come to God seeking help for the things they think will make them prosperous, only to find out that friendship with the world is enmity with God

<opentext> Often times people use the outer garb to hide the inward mess.

<opentext> any other  questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> many verses on mind..but main thought is ....

<his> that one should learn to accept Father's order in doing things (Eph 4:11-16)

<opentext> God's wisdom is always greater than ours....however, when the flesh gets in the way.....the flesh thinks that it has a better course plotted.

<opentext> any other  questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> Matt 6:24 24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. (KJV)

<at-peace> if we are seeking to please men, then we are not the servant of Christ

<opentext> No middle ground, one or the other.

<opentext> any other  questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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