Bible Study Wednesday 3 January, 2001

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come boldly before Your throne of grace this day to obtain mercy in our time of need.  Father we praise you and thank you for your faithfulness and your Word that leads and guides us in and through all things.  May we have open hearts and willing minds to receive all that you have prepared for us through Christ Jesus........

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:3-5 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. 4 For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 5
Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.
(KJV)

<opentext> Being confident of your relationship with Father by and through Christ Jesus. Not dependent on what man says or does, because you know His voice, and the voice of another you will not follow.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:5 Therefore form no premature judgements, but wait until the Lord returns. He will both bring to light the secrets of darkness and will openly disclose the motives that have been in people's hearts; and then the praise which each man deserves will come to him from God. (Weymouth)

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:5, So do not criticize at all; the hour of reckoning has still to come, when the Lord will bring dark secrets to the light and to reveal life's inner aims and motives. Then each of us will get his meed of praise from God. (Moffatt)

<opentext> [Judge nothing before the time] God, the righteous Judge, will determine everything shortly: it is his province alone to search the heart, and bring to light the hidden things of darkness. If you be so pure and upright in your conduct, if what you have been doing in these divisions, etc., be right in his sight, then shall you have praise for the same; if otherwise, yourselves are most concerned. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> [Therefore] Inview of the danger of being deceived in your judgment, and the impossibility of certainly knowing the failings of the heart. 
[Judge nothing] Pass no decided opinion; see the note at <Matt. 7:1>. The apostle here takes occasion to inculcate on them an important lesson-- one of the leading lessons of Christianity--  not to pass a harsh opinion on the conduct of any man, since there are so many things that go to make up his character which we cannot know; and so many secret failings and motives which are all concealed from us. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> How often do we look to ignore the beam in our own eye, while we strain to find the sliver in those around us?

<diligently> have done that

<rhoumai> usually, one will overlook the beam in one's own eye, but see clearly the sliver in another

<his> we look for faults in others when we are looking the wrong way...giving heed to the accuser of the brethren...often if mind not renewed

<opentext> The apostle takes occasion hence to caution the Corinthians against censoriousness-- the forward and severe judging of others: Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, v. 5. It is judging out of season, and judging at an adventure. He is not to be understood of judging by persons in authority, within the verge of their office, nor of private judging concerning facts that are notorious; but of judging persons' future state, or the secret springs and principles of their actions, or about facts doubtful in themselves. To judge in these cases, and give decisive sentence, is to assume the seat of God and challenge his prerogative. Note, How bold a sinner is the forward and severe censurer! How ill-timed and arrogant are his censures! But there is one who will judge the censurer, and those he censures, without prejudice, passion, or partiality. And there is a time coming when men cannot fail judging aright concerning

<opentext> (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> What amazes me, is the servant that Paul was, and yet the opposition that he always faced.

<opentext> What do you do when faced with opposition?

<steph> sometimes allow ourselves to get distracted by it

<h-d-g> ask Father to help see me through it

<diligently> am learning to cling to the rock..and give to Father.

<rhoumai> the right answer: go to Father, see if we are out of line, and if not, ignore it...but, we don't always do that

<h-d-g> i can do all things

<his> should keep mouth shut until have heard from Father...do not always do this :-(

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:15 15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul followed the example that jesus Christ set for Him. Though he fell short from time to time...he pressed on.

<opentext> Do you get discouraged and want to quit when you fall short?

<his> at times

<rhoumai> get discouraged, but not wanting to quit...shouldn't get discouraged, either

<diligently> yes, dont want to quit..but get very very discouraged.

<h-d-g> ask Father for forgivness and start again

<his> at that moment want to quit..then come to senses

<at-peace> had in past and then always realized i had no where else to go

<his> as Charlene

<opentext> once we see and know the mystery, where else is there to go? hell is not an option. So that means seeking His forgiveness, asking His guidance, and return to the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> At Paul's first answer...none stood with him. What if he would have gave up, because no one would listen?

<rhoumai> we wouldn't have the instructions or encouragement to keep going, like we do

<diligently> it would of been not good for us.

<diligently> we are thankful he did not give up.

<opentext> so with that which Father has opened or revealed to you; how imperative is it that you be the example of the believer that He has asked you to be?

<diligently> a matter of life or death

<diligently> and we chose life.

<rhoumai> most imperative...we don't know who is watching our example and how that may be encouragement for them, as well as living to please Father

<at-peace> very

<steph> absolutely imperative... no half effort

<his> very...life and death for self and others

<opentext> All to often, we want to respond to that which God asks, by the circumstances around us, rather then walking by faith. 

<opentext> We are more concerned with what people will say or think, rather then by what Father's response may be. Have we forgotten Who it is that has the final say?

<diligently> Father

<rhoumai> we haven't forgotten...Father as the final say

<h-d-g-k> we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ

<at-peace> no, for all will give account of themselves before Him in the day of judgment

<his> no, which is why i press on..come to senses

<now-faith> if Father has asked something of us, He will take care of the rest (ie: what others might say or think), so we have not need to let thoughts and imaginations to get in the way

<opentext> Was the criticism by the Corinthians of Paul,  just?

<rhoumai> nope <diligently> no <h-d-g-k> no <steph> no <at-peace> no

<his> no of each other, of others

<opentext> This should make them now cautious of judging others, and careful in judging themselves. There is a time coming when the Lord will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and make manifest the counsels of the hearts-- deeds of darkness that are now done in secret, and all the secret inclinations, purposes, and intentions, of the hidden man of the heart. Note, There is a day coming that will dispel the darkness and lay open the face of the deep, will fetch men's secret sins into open day and discover the secrets of their hearts: The day shall declare it. The judge will bring these things to light. The Lord Jesus Christ will manifest the counsels of the heart, of all hearts.  Note, The Lord Jesus Christ must have the knowledge of the counsels of the heart, else he could not make them manifest. This is a divine prerogative <Jer. 17:10>, and yet it is what our Saviour challenges to himself in a very peculiar manner <Rev. 2:23>: All the churches shall know that I am HE who searcheth the reins and hearts, and I will give to every one of you according to your works.  Note, We should be very careful how we censure others, when we have to do with a Judge from whom we cannot conceal ourselves. Others do not lie open to our notice, but we lie all open to his: and, when he shall come to judge, every man shall have praise of God.  Every man, that is, every one qualified for it, every one who has done well. Though none of God's servants can deserve any thing from him, though there be much that is blamable even in their best services, yet shall their fidelity be commended and crowned by him;  and should they be condemned, reproached, or vilified, by their fellow-servants, he will roll away all such unjust censures and reproaches, and show them in their own amiable light. Note, Christians may well be patient under unjust censures, when they know such a day as this is coming, especially when they have their consciences testifying to their integrity. But how fearful should they be of loading any with reproaches now whom their common Judge shall hereafter commend. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> When we remember that it is the body of Christ, and who it is that is head, then we will work together as God has asked us to, for our hearts desire will be to please Him.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today’s study?

<opentext> if no questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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