Bible Study Monday 1 January 2001

<his> Our Father, thank You for the blessings of this time to gather together to learn more of You and the means to do so. Thank You that You have something prepared for all that partake of this bible study as You know their need. With all praise and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:1 1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> Let people see the example we set, because we have been wise servants of Christ, in taking inventory and presenting of that which God has revealed to us. (Larry paraphrase)

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:2 2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. (KJV)

<opentext> It means that which had been concealed, or hidden, but which was now revealed. The word "faith" here, is synonymous with "the gospel;" and the sense is, that he should hold firmly the great doctrines of the Christian religion which had been so long concealed from people, but which were now revealed. The reason is obvious. Though not a preacher, yet his influence and example would be great, and a man who held material error ought not to be in office. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> Often times people forget the awesome responsibility of knowing the mystery. Once that has been revealed to a person, the proper respect and diligence toward God and His secrets, in learning to whom, and when to present.

<opentext> A servant in the Master's house, will only present things when they are asked to; at the proper time, and in the proper order.

<opentext> Thus why we see that jesus Christ only spoke that which He heard Father speak, and did only those things He saw Father do. He did all, to please Father.

<opentext> What greater thing can we do, then to be pleasing to Father?

<diligently> nothing is greater. <steph> no other thing  <h-c-j-k> not a thing  <his> not a thing <rhoumai> nothing <matti> nothing

<opentext> So then, if Father asks one thing of us, and we decide to help Him out, and do "more" than He asks, would that be pleasing?

<h-c-j-k> no <rhoumai> nope <steph> no <diligently> no <his> no <matti> no

<opentext> we are then getting into the area of meddling, or being a busybody.

<opentext> Matt 13:45-46, Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. (KJV)

<opentext> The meaning of this parable is the same with the other; and both were spoken to impress more forcibly this great truth on the souls of the people:-- eternal salvation from sin and its consequences is the supreme good of man, should be sought after above all things, and prized beyond all that God has made. Those merchants who compass sea and land for temporal gain, condemn the slothfulness of the majority of those called Christians, who, though they confess that this salvation is the most certain and the most excellent of all treasures, yet seek worldly possessions in preference to it! Alas, for him who expects to find anything more amiable than God, more worthy to fill his heart, and more capable of making him happy! (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Often times, we forget how valuable, how precious it is, that Father has opened up, or revealed to us.

<opentext> If we spent the rest of our life, studying for His approval, that we would be ready to have the answer for "one" that would ask, would it all be worth it?

<his> yes <rhoumai> yes <diligently> yes <steph> yes <h-c-j-k> yes <matti> yes

<d-g> it would

<opentext> Yet, how often do we complain to Father, that "we think" that we are not doing enough?

<h-c-j-k> sometimes

<steph> quite a bit

<diligently> yes,at times i want to do more to please Father then He has asked of me.

<rhoumai> as often as we look at what we are doing, instead of hearing what Father would have us do

<his> when we are judging ourselves by visible "achievements" ..by our old worldly thinking

<d-g> when ever we think it is by works and forget grace

<matti> quite often

<opentext> The meaning is, that the proper seeking for salvation, or the proper conduct in reference to religion, is like the conduct of a "merchantman." In his searches he found one pearl of great value, and sold all his possessions to obtain it. So, says the Saviour, people seeking for happiness and finding the gospel-- the pearl of great price-- should be willing to sacrifice all other things for this. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> What is of more value to you, then God and His plan of salvation?

<diligently> nothing <his> nothing <steph> nothing <h-c-j-k> not a thing <rhoumai> not a thing <matti> nothing

<opentext> We say nothing, but how often are we content to sit and learn at Father's feet?

<diligently> i get very impatient at times..my flesh wants Father to move faster..

<steph> we fail Him often

<his> the more Father reveals, the desire to listen and do grows

<rhoumai> sometimes get ancy...wanting immediate answers

<diligently> (used to having it judys way wanting to under stand fast.

<opentext> When, one will keep the flesh in subjection to the Spirit, then we will do that which Father asks. It is when the flesh gets the upper hand, that we then get ahead or behind God, and start doing things "our way", which is contrary to the strait and narrow way.

<opentext> We often forget, that Jesus of Nazareth had to listen and obey as well, as He was tempted in every manner as we are, but always chose to hear and obey the Spirit of God within Him.

<opentext> Luke 2:40 40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.  (KJV)

<opentext> What if you were asked to study and be content for 30 years before Father chose to use you? How content would you be?

<rhoumai> :-x

<diligently> through Christ we will learn daily..to be content,where Father has me.

<diligently> keeping my flesh in subjection. .dieing daily.

<d-g> would understand what paul meant by learning to be content, that would be a lesson in patience

<his> asking Father for help with being content daily helps me

<opentext> Most want to change what they did yesterday, do more tomorrow, and then in all that, neglect today.

<opentext> What is there that you place before Him and His Word?

<diligently> at times my flesh i  have.

<diligently> in past

<rhoumai> anything that occupies us when Father asks us to do something for Him, or study, listen, etc.

<opentext> Not only to be a servant, but one that is also wise to all of His master's wishes. 

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:3 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self.  (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 4:3; It matters very little to me that you or any human court should cross-question me on this point. (Moffatt)

<opentext> As Father takes us deeper into the mystery, how often are we concerned with what other people think or say about us?

<diligently> am learning fast ,to not be concerned at all.

<rhoumai> learning to be only concerned with what Father thinks of me

<his> need to be always aware of when focus has or is straying to that direction

<opentext> Today, how valuable is His Word to you? Is it as that pearl of great price, that you give up all to obtain it, and then maintain it?

<diligently> oh my yes,with all my heart.

<h-c-j-k> above anything else

<rhoumai> yes <h-c-j-k> yes <steph> yes <his> yes <matti> yes

<d-g> it is   

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> verse to share

<his> 16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  John 3:16 kjv

<opentext> God loves, so He gave; will you receive, and then follow the instructions in righteousness.

<his> was thinking how much i have and am giving up..that verse came to mind....nothing i can give matches what Father has done for me

<diligently> yes,with a willing heart.

<h-c-j-k> 1 Pet 4:10 10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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