Bible Study Monday 25 December, 2000

<ready2> heavenly Father as we gather together this day we are ever so grateful to give you thanks and praise for all your spiritual blessings you have blessed us with, and your gift of life which is eternal through Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:16 16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  (KJV)

<opentext> Acts 17:24-25, God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; (KJV)

<opentext> yet, how often do people think more of a building, then their body, in being the temple of God?

<steph> most do

<miz-judy> many people do that...most in fact

<ready2> those that would think it is by works and not grace

<his> they look at what is external

<opentext> Any time that we neglect the spiritual well being of ourself, haven't we also then forgot that fact?

<steph> yes <miz-judy> yes <h-c-j> yes <his> yes

<opentext> John 4:23-24, But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV)

<opentext> our conversation, our communication with Father....must be in the Spirit, and according to the truth of His Word. Yet, most try to do it according to tradition and doctrine, and then wonder why they cannot hear God, or be heard by Him.

<opentext> Heb 9:24, For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, (KJV)

<opentext> Learning to live, operate, and walk in the Spirit at all times, not only when one thinks that it is convenient.

<opentext> If any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:17 17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. (KJV)

<opentext> Often, one only thinks of defiling the temple....as to causing damage or harm to the building, however, we need to apply that in the proper sense.

<opentext> Paul tells us in the epistle to the Philippians...to think on the proper things...anything other then that, would defile or cause damage to the temple in which God is dwelling.

<opentext> Once we start to neglect the mind...the Bible tells us, as a man thinks in his heart, so is he.

<opentext> Thus why we are told to pray without ceasing. Yet, how often are we in prayer?

<miz-judy> we should be praying without ceasing...always in communication with Father

<ready2> we are Gods building, the light needs to be shining as well as praying without ceasing

<h-c-j> we are always in prayer...we are always conversing with Father

<his> always  striving...only way to grow to point where am praying without ceasing

<opentext> The Bible also tells us that we "should" rejoice ever more. Yet, can one consider grumbling as rejoicing?

<h-c-j> no

<ready2> that would come under the def of defiling

<his> no <matti> no

<miz-judy> no, that is not spiritual righteousness

<opentext> When we neglect His Word, it causes the mind to become weaker. As the mind becomes weaker, the less we think of God, and all of the spiritual blessings that we have been blessed with.

<miz-judy> Christ Jesus never grumbled or complained

<opentext> What would happen if you went without food for 3 or 4 days?

<miz-judy> i would have a very short tolerance for anything...like a snapping turtle

<h-c-j> one would become weak

<his> get very weak

<steph> would get physically weak 

<opentext> In other words, you are saying that you would start to get weak, or start to pine or wither away. Your strength would begin to lessen, and your thoughts would only be on eating.

<miz-judy> yes, indeed

<ready2> it would cause one to appreciate what they have once they were able to eat again

<his> yes

<opentext> When we neglect our spirit man, it also grows weak. The difference though, is that as one allows the spirit to grow weak, it does not seek the spiritual food that is essential for our well being. Rather the flesh starts to take over, and that does not bring about a pretty picture.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:18 18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. (KJV)

<opentext> How often have you tried to tell God, how you think things should be run?

<miz-judy> a bit too often, like once is enough

<steph> probably a few too many times

<miz-judy> er...too much

<ready2> when i have allowed my spirit man to starve, thinking i can fill the void with something else

<his> have a lot when was not paying attention

<opentext> One often forgets, that we have been delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of His Son. So, by the example that jesus Christ set for us, we need to learn to apply the Word to our life, so that we are able to overcome all of the obstacles of the devil.

<opentext> After all, the devil comes to steal, kill and destroy.

<opentext> The old ways of the flesh...try to get us to return to life the way it was before Christ.

<opentext> And the devil will try to get us to keep our mind renewed in and on those old ways that were contrary to the Word.

<opentext> Ever grumble or complain about your surroundings? Looking at what others have?

<his> yes <steph> yes

<miz-judy> sometimes when our focus isn't on what Father has completed in our own life

<matti> yes

<h-c-j> not so much as what they have,,,but what they waste

<h-c-j> but even that is grumbling

<his> not much in word, but in thought at times

<opentext> IF...you are seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, why are you concerned about these earthly things? Where are your thoughts and affections supposed to be?

<miz-judy> they should be on Him...on those things above

<his> above, on Father and His Word

<ready2> where our treasure is, there will the heart be also

<opentext> Matt 8:20 20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. (KJV)

<opentext> As Paul said, learning to be content, or independent of the external circumstances.

<opentext> How often is it the external circumstances that control us? Rather then being led by the Spirit of Christ?

<ready2> when one is more concerned about the outward temple, rather than seeking the things of the inward

<miz-judy> whenever we get overwhelmed by things around us, or make decisions based on circumstances, we know then, we are not being led by the Spirit of Christ.

<steph> every time that we focus our eyes on them and not on His promises

<his> when we do not seek Him first

<opentext> Any time the flesh is in control, we are defiling the temple. We are allowing the spiritual life within us to lessen or die. Thus why we are to communicate with God in Spirit, according to the truth of His Word.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:19 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. (KJV)

<opentext> How many decisions do you make, based in and on the wisdom of this world?

<miz-judy> the ones that i made while walking in the flesh and not allowing the Spirit of Christ to guide me

<opentext> The wisdom of this world, says that you cannot feed thousands of hungry people, with a few loaves and fishes. Would you follow the flesh or the Spirit in this type of circumstance?

<ready2> when we are no longer seated in the heavenlies, but decide to go for a walk in the flesh

<miz-judy> the Spirit...it's been done in the spirit, but can never be done in the flesh

<ready2> follow the Spirit, or go hungry

<opentext> The wisdom of this world says that a withered hand cannot be restored. What would you do if Father asked you to pray for that person?

<his> without Him i can do nothing

<his> pray <h-c-j> pray

<steph> pray without ceasing

<miz-judy> pray believing that it would be restored and thanking Him for it

<opentext> and when you prayed, would you expect the hand to be restored, or hope that it would be restored?

<his> expect  <h-c-j> expect

<miz-judy> pray knowing that it would be restored

<his> and thank immediately

<opentext> The truth be known, we would hope that it would be so. 

<opentext> It is always easy to talk about in theory. Thus why Paul tells us to be instant in season and out of season. Often one will only study or pray diligently when obstacles are in the path. Thus why we need to stay in fellowship with Father at all times, not just when it seems or appears convenient.

<opentext> Today, will you seek his wisdom throughout the day?

<miz-judy> yes <his> yes <matti> yes <steph> yes <h-c-j> yes <d-g> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if no questions or comments, we will open the channel for fellowship
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