Bible Study Tuesday December 19, 2000

<steph> Father we come before you at this time, with thanksgiving in our hearts for all that you have done for us, and all that you continue to open up to us within your Word...we pray that we will be still and seek your voice this day, putting aside all distractions, keeping our eyes on you....we thank you and give you the glory for all these things in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:11-12 11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
 12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; (KJV)

<opentext> Many people will look at this verse in several ways....

<opentext> Rev 3:17-18, Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest   see.(KJV)

<opentext> However, anything that is of this world, does not give the glory to God. 

<opentext> [I am rich] Thou supposest thyself to be, in a safe state, perfectly sure of final salvation, because, thou hast begun well, and laid the right foundation. It was this most deceitful conviction that cut the nerves of  their spiritual diligence; they rested in what they had already received, and seemed to think that once in grace must be still in grace. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Here observe, What a difference there was between the thoughts they had of themselves and the thoughts that Christ had of them. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> Perhaps they were well provided for as to their bodies, and this made them overlook the necessities of their souls. Or they thought themselves well furnished in their souls: they had learning, and they took it for religion; they had gifts, and they took them   for grace; they had wit, and they took it for true wisdom; they had ordinances, and they took up with them instead of the God of ordinances. How careful should we be not to put the cheat upon our own souls! Doubtless there are many in hell that once thought   themselves to be in the way to heaven. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> The mean thoughts that Christ had of them; and He was not mistaken. He knew, though they knew not, that they were wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. Their state was wretched in itself, and such as called for pity and compassion from others: though they were proud of themselves, they were pitied by all who knew their case. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:11-12 11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; (KJV)

<opentext> The foundation is Jesus Christ. It  is spiritual, not physical, as so many think and base their salvation in and upon.

<opentext> What man looks up to, the gold, silver and precious stones are what many judge their spirituality off of. And look down on any with wood, hay and stubble, the left overs of the rich.

<opentext> And yet, those often with the wood, hay and stubble, will tell the Lord that that is all that they have....and forget to present themselves, a living sacrifice wholly and acceptable unto God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:13 13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. (KJV)

<opentext> [Every man's work shall be made manifest] What every man has built on this foundation shall be seen. Whether he has held truth or error; whether he has had correct views of piety or false; whether what he has done has been what he should have done or not. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> Others build wood, hay, and stubble, on this foundation; that is, though they adhere to the foundation, they depart from the mind of Christ in many particulars, substitute their own fancies and inventions in the room of his doctrines and institutions, and build upon the good foundation what will not abide the test when the day of trial shall come, and the fire must make it manifest, as wood, hay, and stubble, will not bear the trial by fire, but must be consumed in it. There is a time coming when a discovery will be made of what men have built on this foundation: Every man's work shall be made manifest, shall be laid open to view, to his own view and that of others. Some may, in the simplicity of their hearts, build wood and stubble on the good foundation, and know not, all the while, what they have been doing;but in the day of the Lord their own conduct shall appear to them in its proper light. Every man's work shall be made manifest to himself, and made manifest to others, both those that have been misled by him and those that have escaped his errors. Now we may be mistaken in ourselves and others; but there is a day coming that will cure all our mistakes, and show us ourselves, and show us our actions in the true light, without covering or disguise: (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:11 11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> All too often, we forget the foundation that we are to build upon, and set up our own standards and guidelines.

<opentext> We began in the Spirit, but after a time revert to the flesh. One must remember, were you saved by the works of the Law, or by the hearing of faith?

<ready2> hearing of faith <at-peace> hearing of faith <diligently> hearing of  faith

<steph> by hearing of faith <rhoumai> we are saved by hearing of faith <his> hearing of faith

<opentext> Gal 3:2-3 2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?
 (KJV)

<opentext> We often times when reading the Word, only apply that which we read, to those that it was first written to; or we apply it to everyone but ourselves.

<opentext> Heb 5:11-12 11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.
(KJV)

<opentext> Others, close their ears and their eyes to what Father has for them. And in doing so miss the deep things of God.

<opentext> The foundation that has been laid, is Jesus Christ. There is no other foundation. God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him, MUST worship Him in Spirit and in truth.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one try to appease God in the flesh? Telling God to look at what they have accomplished in the flesh, and yet know not that they are poor, and blind, and naked.

<ready2> they have a form of godliness, but deny the power of God

<opentext> John 14:12 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. (KJV)

<opentext> And others might say, that the works that Jesus Christ did, were only for those times.

<opentext> And others will say that certainly God cannot expect us to do that which Jesus Christ did.

<opentext> It is a strait and narrow path that leads to Father's house. It is a constant battle to keep the body in subjection to the Spirit.

<opentext> Many think that Paul or Larry have an easier time because God is using them for the ministry.

<opentext> Many forget or ignore all that Paul went through, that this gospel message might be preached to the Gentiles (that is you).

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:14 14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  (KJV)

<opentext> John 15:4-5  4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (KJV)

<opentext> It is only by and through Christ that we can abide. 

<opentext> It is in Christ that one becomes that new creation. It is in Christ that old things are passed away, dead and buried with Him. it is in Christ that all things do become new. The only way one can see the new, is by pressing toward the mark of the prize, NOT by looking back or around to see what everyone else is doing.

<opentext> definiton for abide...... 3306  meno-  1) to remain, abide  a) in reference to place: 1) to sojourn, tarry  2) not to depart  a) to continue to be present  b) to be held, kept, continually  b) in reference to time:  to continue to be, not to perish, to last, to endure; used of persons, to survive, live  c) in reference to a state or a condition:  to remain as one, not to become another or different 2) to wait for, to await one 

<opentext> where is it that you are abiding this day? 

<ready2> in heavenly places

<helpmate> in Him

<at-peace> in Christ <rhoumai> in Christ <steph> in Christ 

<his> in Christ Jesus, the true Vine

<diligently> in Father through Christ Jesus

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<ready2> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<ready2> Luke 6:47-48 47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: 48
He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. (KJV)

<ready2> by being a doer of the word and not hearer only, it allows us to dig into the deep things of God by His spirit

<opentext> John 12:46 46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. (KJV)

<opentext> any other  questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<at-peace> verse to share

<opentext> sure

<at-peace> Col 3:2  2
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV)

<opentext> focus....

<ready2> Luke 6:49 49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great. (KJV)

<ready2> this is what happens when one sets their affection on things in this world

<at-peace> Matt 6:20-21 20
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
(KJV)

<opentext> and they have no conception of what is going on, until Father shuts the door, and the floods come

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, we will open the channel for fellowship
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