5 December 2000 Bible Study

<steph> Father we thank you for this time that you have given to us, to come and learn of you. We pray this day that we would be the example of the believer in word and deed, so that one more may ask a reason of the hope of Christ within us. Thank you for all that you have prepared for us and we give you the praise, honour and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord 

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:5That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

 (KJV)

<opentext> That "your" faith, should not exist by man's wisdom, but rather by the power and wisdom of God; as Paul had stated earlier in Chapter one.

 <opentext> [That your faith should not stand] That the illumination of your souls and your conversion to God might appear to have nothing human in it: your belief, therefore, of the truths which have been proposed to you is founded, not in human wisdom, but in divine power: human wisdom was not employed; and human power, if it had been employed, could not have produced the change. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> All too often, people try to take the credit for that which God has done.

<opentext> It is not by man's might, nor by man's power or strength, but rather it is by the power of God and His Spirit, that no flesh should glory or brag in His presence.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:6Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:  (KJV)

<opentext> Those that are perfect, or maturing in the Word. Those that want to continue to press towards the mark of the prize. They will allow nothing to deter them in their quest to get home with Father.

<opentext> Ps 37Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 5:48Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.  (KJV)

<opentext> Constantly striving to do all that Father asks of us. As Jesus Christ said, His meat was to do the will of Him that sent Him.

<opentext> Matt 19:21Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 22But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.  (KJV)

<opentext> There should be nothing, that is more important than our relationship with Father, and the quest to get home.

<opentext> Yet, all too often, we allow the things of this present evil world to cloud our vision and judgment.

<opentext> There should be nothing more valuable than our salvation.

<opentext> 2 Cor 13:11Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.  (KJV)

<opentext> One Lord, one faith, one baptism....by grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.  Being of that one mind and one accord.

<opentext> Eph 4:12For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:  (KJV)

<opentext> Col 4:12Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> Often times we hear people say..."I wish i could do more for God. Yet, how often do we forget the power of prayer? How often do we remember to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ?

<diligently> often

<his> could be more

<rhoumai> we hear to pray, but sometimes we don't pray when asked

<diligently> yes,could be more  PYF

<steph> there's always room to grow in that..should be praying for each other continually

<opentext> Have we forgot, that "in everything, by prayer and supplication", that we are to pray without ceasing?

<opentext> Many want to grow up into Him in all things. They want to grow into that mature Christian. yet, how can that come about, if one forgets the basic premise of prayer and praying?

<diligently> night and day

<diligently> can not

<help-gon> it cannot

<rhoumai> it can't happen

<steph> it cant...we cant grow much if we aren’t communicating with Father

<opentext> James 3:2For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.  (KJV)

<ready2> many want to grow up, but not on Gods terms

<opentext> IF....we were in constant communications with Father, how often would our mouth get us into trouble?

<diligently> never

<steph> never

<rhoumai> not ever

<his> never

<opentext> Eccl 5:2Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. 3For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of words.  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Pet 5:10But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.  (KJV)

<opentext> Doesn't one suffer a while, as they learn to get the flesh out of the way? Learning to keep the body in subjection to the Spirit?

<help-gon> yes       <rhoumai> yes       <his> oh yes     <diligently> yes       <steph> yes

<ready2> learning obedience through things which we suffer         <at-peace> yes

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:7But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:19But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

20Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 21Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.  (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 1:4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: (KJV)

<opentext> In Christ, we can do all things. Christ, the power and wisdom of God. Though w have known Christ after the flesh, now henceforth no we Him no more. Being that new creation in Him.

<opentext> Only God knew the master plan of salvation (mystery, prior to the resurrection of Christ Jesus from the grave. At that moment that he rose with the keys of hell and death, the devil came to understand this mystery, and why he works so hard, to blind the minds with the veil of the flesh.

<opentext> It is in our best interest, to constantly seek God for more insights into this mystery. For in Him, are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Therefore it is your responsibility to seek these things from God.

<opentext> Thus why Matthew penned that we should seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness (Christ, and as we did this, then Father would withhold no good thing from us.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that we truly seek Him with all our heart? Or, is one more apt to sit around and then wonder why His blessings are not coming upon us?

<diligently> we want to say we do  seek Father with all my heart. but know i must not at all times..to Fathers standards

<diligently> alls  i know of as of now,any ways.

<ready2> with what measure we meet, will be measured in return

<diligently> and He does bless me abundantly.daily

<diligently> more and above i ever dreamed of.

<opentext> Luke 6:38Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.  (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 12:1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, will you present yourself to God, that living sacrifice, and allow His Word to transform you?

<help-gon> yes       <diligently> yes      <rhoumai> yes, i sure will    <his> yes

<at-peace> yes      <steph> yes        <ready2> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/         <opentext> yes charlene         <at-peace> verses to share...

<at-peace> 2 Tim 3:16All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  (KJV)

<opentext> if we hear and receive God's teaching, it will tell us where we are straying, how to correct the course, and restore us to that strait and narrow path.

<ready2> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<ready2> Eph 4:14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

 (KJV)

<ready2> a sign of maturity, v14, taking the time to rightly divide the word of truth, so that we can move on,v15, to bridle the tongue, 

<ready2> 1 Cor 13:10But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

11When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  (KJV)

<ready2> and part of the childish things is idle talk

<opentext> the ability to discern between good and evil...(a judicial estimation)....so that we can separate the wheat from the chaff, and receive only that which is from above....eliminating man's traditions....and ignoring his doctrines....thus only presenting the turth of his Word..

<his> o/

 <opentext> yes graeme

<his> Hebrews 12:23  To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect   kjv

<his> heard throughout study that Father makes us perfect not us

<opentext> Rom 8:29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. (KJV)

<opentext> If...we continue in His Word...then we will be His disciples, for we will seek only the truth of His word, and it is this truth that will set us free from this present evil world, for our dependency will be in and on God, and not any man.

<opentext> any other questions or comments this morning?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> 1 Tim 4:16Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. (KJV)

<at-peace> the importance of working out our own salvation, and being an example of the believers

<opentext> work our your own salvation with reverence and respect for God, hearing the message once delivered by and through Christ....this will give us the confidence of the work that he has begun in us, which will shine as that example that Father would have us be.

<opentext> any other questions or comments this morning?

<ready2> Heb 2:1Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. (KJV)

<ready2> and holding fast our profession of faith without wavering

<opentext> def. for should let them slip....

<opentext> 3901  pararrhueo- to glide by: lest we be carried by; to pass by a) lest the salvation which these things heard show us how to obtain, to slip away from us b) a thing escapes me c) it slips my mind

yes, like with the wind, being carried away

<opentext> 3901  pararrhueo (par-ar-hroo-eh'-o); from 3844 and the alternate of 4482; to flow by, i.e. (figuratively) carelessly pass (miss): KJV-- let slip.

<opentext> floating down stream, instead of continuing swimming up-stream

<opentext> any other questions or comments this morning?
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