29 November 2000 Bible Study

<MrPicky> Father, we thank you for this day to hear your Word, that which you know that we have need of to sustain us this day. We give you thanks and praise through Christ Jesus for your grace and mercy that you have made available.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:21For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 22For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:  23But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;  (KJV)

<opentext> Man's wisdom, versus God's wisdom.

<opentext> And yet, how often will we listen to man's wisdom, before and above God's wisdom?

<rhoumai> sometimes i go on that trip

<diligently> in way past,often

<his> when we don't keep our mind adequately renewed

<opentext> We will read what the Word says, we will listen to what it says, and still, will do that which the Word asked us not to; and then wonder why we get ourselves in the mess that we do?

<diligently> never read Fathers word for myself,so had to rely on man,in past

<opentext> By the foolishness of preaching....to save them that believe...allowing His Word to operate in us at all times, not just when we think that it convenient.

<opentext> The religious seek more signs to affirm their relationship with God, seeing that relationship is based on physical things.

<opentext> The wise of this world, always need a more plausible explanation, and often times we try to oblige them.

<opentext> Many barter with God that are religious; if you will do this for me God, or show me another sign, then i will believe and continue on.

<opentext> Through the foolishness of preaching....by that which seems absurd or ludicrous

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:22For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:

<opentext> 23But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; (KJV)

<opentext> The Jews, in seeing the Redeemer crucified, figured that this then could not be the Messiah, as they were waiting for Him to set up His kingdom here in their timetable.

<opentext> The Greeks or gentiles, thought that it was foolishness or absurd to worship a savior that was put to death, in what was consider the worst death left for the lowest of the low.

<opentext> Where have times changed? Isn't this the same things that go on in the world today?

<diligently> yes   <h-d-g> yes    <rhoumai> yes, it sure is    <at-peace> yes    <his> yes

<opentext> Think about this: if they did not believe Jesus Christ, why would they listen to you?

<h-d-g> they won't    <diligently> right     <his> will not....will consider my actions foolishness

<rhoumai> they wouldn't listen to the truth

<opentext> It says that we are to preach the Word....to be that example of the believer....that my life and style of living will openly proclaim the gospel message of Christ.

<at-peace> John 15:20

<opentext> Thus why the writer in Proverbs say apples of gold in pictures of silver; that our life would stand out from the rest of the world.

<opentext> Now, does that mean that they will flock to ask a reason of the hope within us? NO!! Have we forgot that Jesus Christ did this perfectly, and yet for His faithfulness to Father's Word, they crucified Him.

<opentext> All to often, we read the Word, and then hear what we want it to say; or that which others have told us that it says. This is why Paul tells us that we must, rightly divide the Word of truth.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:24But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  (KJV)

<opentext> Christ, the power and wisdom of God!! There is no other way to Father, but by Him. It is in Christ that one becomes that new creation. It is in and through Christ that one is reconciled to the Father. It is in Christ that old things are past away, and all things do become new.

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:25   [The foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.] The meaning of these strong expressions is, that the things of God's appointment, which seem to men foolishness, are infinitely beyond the highest degree of human wisdom; and those works of God, which appear to superficial observers weak and contemptible, surpass all the efforts of human power. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Think about this: can you explain to me exactly what happened when you were born again?

<rhoumai> no    <diligently> words unspeakable..joy    <at-peace> no, not exactly  <his> no..i just knew

<opentext> So even after this amount of time, you can not find adequate words to describe or portray that which transpired when you allowed Christ Jesus to be Lord of your life.

<at-peace> can't even explain the time or day it happened either, seemed like one day i awoke and knew in my heart

<opentext> This is why we study and seek Father's approval each day, so that we come to a clearer understanding of that which we have received, and become partakers of.

<his> Christ entered my heart (Jn 3:16)

<opentext> Seeking God each day, that the eyes of our understanding would be further opened, so that we cn see all things that father wants to reveal to us, as we get the flesh out of the way.

<opentext> (They that are in the flesh, CANNOT please God) 

<opentext> Without faith, it is IMPOSSIBLE to please Him.

<opentext> Thus, why one needs to continue in His Word; why we must abide in Him.

<opentext> Prov 2:6For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

7He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 8He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints.  (KJV)

<opentext> Prov 2:10When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;

<opentext> 11Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:  (KJV)

<opentext> Allowing the Spirit of God to be our teacher and our guide, as we journey through His Word and this world, on our way home.

<opentext> Learning by His Spirit and His Word to look and see beyond the physical realm. One must be born again to see or enter the kingdom of God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:  (KJV)

<opentext> One needs to understand and comprehend God's plan of salvation, in order to be a partaker of it, and His divine nature. To the flesh at times it will seem foolish or absurd. People will even tell you not to get to carried away, or become to radical.

<opentext> Has God ever asked you to do something, that you thought was foolish?

<his> yes  <rhoumai> yes   <h-d-g> yes   <at-peace> yes   <diligently> yes

<opentext> Did that make a difference in your decision of whether to do that which He asked of you?

<diligently> no..we listen.once we heard Him.

<rhoumai> sometimes in stubborness or ignorance, but not while i was walking in the Spirit

<diligently> and obey   <h-d-g> no....just did not understand it at the time....but did later

<his> not now    <diligently> seemd to take time..line upon line

<opentext> What if you were having trouble with your vision, and God said get a handful of mud, and put it in your eye....what would your response be?

<diligently> lol..oh my   <rhoumai> umm...not sure   <h-d-g> oh really     <diligently> oh come on

<rhoumai> i sure would want to make sure i was hearing Father on this

<his> i would ask for confirmation

<diligently> we would wonder if we were hearing right

<h-d-g> greg....like taking a bath in the Jordan 7 times

<opentext> John 9: 6When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 7And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.  (KJV)

<diligently> yes,PYF

<opentext> What may seem foolish to us, is not always truth. If you will look at how Father had me state that... God has said to get a handful of mud....if we know His voice, and are sure that he talks with us, why would we question, or doubt, or ask for confirmation?

<his> i would ask because that is what Father has taught me

<rhoumai> because i am imperfect, and i don't always hear His voice clearly...flesh gets in the way, sometimes

<opentext> Let God be true, and every man a liar. That our words are in line with His Words, so that we are justified in our sayings.

<opentext> Holding fast our profession of faith this day.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/     <opentext> yes graeme

<his> i didn't understand the relationship between asking for confirmation and letting God be true and every man a liar

<opentext> It is called growing in confidence. How often in the life of Jesus Christ do we see Him questioning that which the Father asked of Him?

<opentext> It is a good thing, wisdom to always be sure; and yet we must grow in confidence at the same time in hearing and recognizing His voice.

<his> we do not...possibly once almost in Jn 17

<opentext> exactly....when in doubt, always be sure.

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> Many times people will ask the second and third time, not because they did not hear correctly, but rather because they do not want to do that which Father has asked; or perhaps even wonder if God will come through for them.

<opentext> does that help graeme?

<his> hmmm...some thing i will do immediately ..i know it is Father...and some things i am not so sure...understand now..thanks....(ouch :-)

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> in reference to the verse 1Cor1:25... and heard the walls of Jericho ..Joshua 6:2-5

<at-peace> to those within the city am sure it looked very foolish to them

<opentext> yes. it would seem foolish to think one could win a battle by walking around a city singing praises unto God.

<opentext> how many began to doubt after the 3rd, 5th or 6th day?

<at-peace> same as today... focusing on the way of escape, and not on the obstacle

<at-peace> hmm.. there were probably some

<opentext> Matt 19:26But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.  (KJV)

<at-peace> Rom 3:3For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?  (KJV)

<opentext> God said it. I believe it. That settles it.

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> when dieing to myself daily in what ever area Father is asking of me..why is it,that after time has past.and we have died to ourselves in that area..was just wondering why,was i hanging onto that so hard?

<diligently> because it seems to not matter any longer.?

<opentext> It is the way that we were trained and taught in the flesh. 

<opentext> Our security was built in and on things we could see, touch and handle. And any time that is threatened, we react against whatever is trying to alter our lifestyle.

<diligently> we were taught to believe in those things.

<diligently> yes

<opentext> lol...what were most of your reactions, when you found out there was no santa claus??

<diligently> lol right

<his> wah

<diligently> was upset we were taught a lie.and took some time to settle

<opentext> or in a more serious note, on when you found out the wise men never arrived at the manger

<diligently> and felt sad we had taught the lie to my children

<diligently> same thing

<diligently> had to ask Father for forgivness,for all those things.

<rhoumai> that didn't bother me as much as the  animals going two by two...i heard that and saw all the statues of that...christmas was never that big of deal for me

<opentext> we do not want to believe that we have been taught all of these lies, until we can see God as being the fountain of truth.

<diligently> the apple bothered me.    Lots….. yes,and now know the truth.which has set us free.
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