28 November 2000 Bible Study

 <at-peace> Our Father we thank you and praise you for this day to serve you through Christ Jesus our Lord, we ask Father that you would open up to each of us that which you know we have need of to remain faithful, and to grow in all your wisdom, knowledge, and truth through the simplicity of your Word, with all praise and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord

 <opentext> 1 Cor 1:17For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 18For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> One must believe before they can see. Yet, often people want to try to impress people with great swelling words; or with rhetoric.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one try to use wisdom of words to get the people to see, rather then presenting the truth? It is the truth that sets one free, and keeps them free

] <opentext> 1 Cor 1:19For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  (KJV)

<opentext> The wisdom of this world, is foolishness with God. This worlds wisdom tries to tell God, the Creator, how and why things should be.

<opentext> How often have you tried to tell God, "how you think things should be, or go?"

<rhoumai> a bit too often

<diligently> i,have,and at times have tried to figure God out.

 <his> at times by actions not in agreement with Word

<diligently> in the past.

 <opentext> Many of us are like Thomas the apostle...show me Lord, and then i will believe. We use all of our human wisdom to argue or debate with God.

<opentext> John 20:28And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 29Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.  (KJV)

<opentext> Something as simple as this, and yet we often miss what is being said here. One must be born by the Spirit of Christ to see or enter the kingdom of God. We have to believe it because God's Word is truth and tells us so.

<opentext> One has to accept God's Word for themselves (working out one's own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God). Your salvation can not be based in and on what anyone else is doing, it is YOUR relationship with God.

 <opentext> How often do we use the worlds wisdom to debate Father?

<rhoumai> i try not to do that, but know that i do sometimes...it doesn't work

<diligently> dont think i have.

<his> o/

<opentext> Have we forgot so soon, to let God be true, and every man a liar, that you may be justified in your sayings (in full agreement with God)?

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> could you give an example

<his> please

<opentext> but Lord, the doctor said......but Lord, the bank said.....

<opentext> but Lord, so and so said

<his> that is what i thought...yes have done that too often

<diligently> yes,have done that.

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:16And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  (KJV)

<opentext> To debate with someone when they are not seeking the truth, gives credence to their cause.

<rhoumai> owie

<opentext> That is why the Word says come out from among them, be separate.....for two can not walk or talk together unless they be agreed.

<opentext> If, you know in your heart, God's Word and what He has spoke to you is true, why do you have to prove it to anyone? Usually when we argue or debate, it is because one is still unsure. They do not yet have confidence in what God has said. (Phil 1:6)

<opentext> Be an example of the believer...in word, in conduct, in conversation....in other words, your life is an living example of the Word.

<opentext> Being a written epistle, that people can read, and then make their own decision on what they will do with their life and eternity.

 <opentext> 1 Cor 1:20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.  (KJV)

<opentext> God's plan is spelled out plainly within His Word, for anyone that will seek God on it. Yet, with as plain as it is, how many see the truth? Not many, because they want God to prove Himself to them. They want Him to give them plausible explanations that their friends and family will agree with.

<opentext> For many, it is ridiculous, that a God so strong and supreme, would go to such lengths to bring redemption to man.

<opentext> How often have you "thought" that you had to do more for God, then what he asks of you within His Word?

<rhoumai> sometimes have thought that, but was corrected quickly

<diligently> yes,have .but that was before ,taking time to study ..and know what Fathers word says to me.

<his> applying carnal understanding results in "works" mentality

<opentext> For most, they can not even do that which he asks of them, because they are to busy trying to figure out what they think they should do to be justified. (This is the wisdom of this world).

<diligently> i,based what i thought Father asked of me..off what i learned in the world.  in past.

<opentext> The fleshly wisdom, and the spiritual wisdom of God....as graeme pointed out, the difference between operating in the flesh and Spirit....they that are in the flesh, cannot please God.

<opentext> Those that are in the flesh, try to justify themselves with Him, by the works they think they have done; or by what they think that they have accomplished for God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:22For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:  (KJV)

<opentext> Those that are religious look for signs and wonders....those that consider themselves intelligent look for plausible explanations.

<his> some look for both :-)

<opentext> John 12:37But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him:  (KJV)

<opentext> Luke 22:67Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not believe: 68And if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go. (KJV)

<opentext> Now in these verses, we see and hear the Son of God answering the people with Father's answers, yet did they believe the signs? Did they believe the wisdom and salvation of God?

<his> no

<diligently> no

<h-d-g> no

<at-peace> no

<rhoumai> no

<opentext> When ones life is based on signs and wonders, you will always need "one more" for God to prove Himself to you.

<opentext> When listening to the wisdom of this world, it will cause one to be blinded by the god of this world.

<opentext> Seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness (Christ), and then that which you have need of will be added unto you. Allowing the Holy Spirit to be our teacher and our guide, as we journey through God's Word.

<opentext> Faith come by hearing, the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ. It is only the truth of His Word that will set us free, and keep us free, if we continue in it.

<opentext> Who's wisdom will you seek today?

<his> Father's

<h-d-g> Father's

<diligently> Fathers through Christ Jesus my Lord

<at-peace> Father's

<rhoumai> Father's through Christ Jesus

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> came to mind when talking about seeking signs and wonders: John 15:5 (Moffat translation) 

<his> I am the vine, you are the branches. He who remains in me, as I in him, bears rich fruit (because apart from me you can do nothing)

<opentext> God confirms His word, with signs following His Word.....being a useable vessel

 <opentext> Ps 23: 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. (KJV)

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verses to share...

<opentext> ok

<at-peace> James 3:17But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 18And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.  (KJV)

<at-peace> if we are seeking Father's wisdom, then we will be at peace with Father, ourselves and others
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