27 November 2000 Bible Study

<his> Our heavenly Father, thank You for this time to gather together and learn of You. Thank You that You have already have prepared that which You know each of us has need of this day to keep our eyes on You and do that which you have asked of us. With all our praise and thanks through Christ Jesus

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:17For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul tells us clearly, that Christ sent him not to baptize..

<opentext> John 4:2(Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)  (KJV)

<opentext> After all. it is His Word that He sent to all the world.

<opentext> def. for....to preach the gospel 2097  euaggelizo (yoo-ang-ghel-id'-zo);

from 2095 and 32; to announce good news ("evangelize") especially the gospel: KJV-- declare, bring (declare, show) glad (good) tidings, preach (the gospel).

<opentext> To announce, how often when someone enters a room, are they commented about, even though they have said nothing?

 <helpmate> almost always

<at-peace> most often

<rhoumai> nearly always

<his> much

<opentext> Being the example of the believer, in word, in conduct, in conversation. Our life style speaks louder than any words that we can speak. An apple of gold in a picture of silver.

<opentext> Not with wisdom of words. One does not need to use big and fancy words to confuse or baffle the people.

<opentext> As Paul said, using great plainness of speech. 

<opentext> It is the simplicity of the gospel of Christ. 

<opentext> Yet, often we forget this. Often, we try to impress people, rather than keeping the gospel message simple.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:17For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 18For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> Any time one tries to get the people to look at themselves, they are taking the peoples focus away from Father. There is but one mediator between God and man, and that is Christ Jesus.

<opentext> To those that are lost, this gospel message is foolishness. The Greeks thought so, because why would anyone follow a person that was put to death in the most hideous manner.

<opentext> The Jews thought so, because He did not fit their thoughts of what a Messiah should be.

<opentext> And again, all we can do is present the gospel message as Father gives us words by His Spirit....avoiding our own wisdom.

<opentext> To those that are saved; to those that have accepted Father's terms for salvation, it is in Christ they have become that new creation. It is by Christ they have been delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son.

<opentext> One must remember who it is that is the redeemer. Often times we think more highly of ourselves than we ought. It is only the power of God that can save. And that power of God is Christ.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:19For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  (KJV)

<opentext> As smart as man "thinks" that he is, it is God's power and wisdom that will prevail.

<opentext> The "smarter" man "thinks" that he gets, the further it takes him away from God.

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:19  of the philosophers who in their investigations seek nothing less than God, and whose highest discoveries amount to nothing in comparison of the grand truths relative to God, the invisible world, and the true end of man, which the Gospel has brought to light. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> John 1:5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.  (KJV)

<opentext> For most, they choose to run away from the light. They choose to listen to man's wisdom, and explanations of how they think things should be. One must learn to hold God and His Word true above anything and everyone else. The scriptures than have been God inspired and given to us, have to be the final authority in one's life.

<opentext> What purpose is there for life, if we work and slave to accumulate all of these worldly things, and then die, and before one is cold in the ground, have people fighting over what we had acquired?

<at-peace> none

 <diligently> none

<his> none

<rhoumai> none

<helpmate> ne

<g-d> vanity

<opentext> Matt 6:26Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 27Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:21For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.  (KJV)

 <opentext> Man's wisdom, and God's wisdom are two different things.

 <opentext> God's masterful plan of salvation seems foolish to those that have placed all of their trust in this world. Yet, for most, they seldom see how they have put their trust in this world, rather then in God and His plan of redemption.

 <opentext> How often have you had people think the message of salvation that you live by is foolishness? Don't many people think that the Christian goes a bit overboard?

<rhoumai> oh, they sure do

<diligently> oh...yes often

<now-faith> yes, to the extreme

<helpmate> they do

<opentext> Yet, it was those that trusted the wisdom of this world that were left off of the ark. They perished in the flood.

<his> some have told me i am not living the way God intended

 <g-d> lets be practical is their response

<opentext> graeme, how many Christians do you know that would ,live as Jesus Christ and Paul the apostle did?

<his> very few..only those that really know the truth

<opentext> And yet, Paul tells us to be followers of him, as he is of Christ. Jesus Christ set the example for us to live by.

<opentext> Yet, the foolishness of this world tells us, that we should not live that way. They tell us to get rid of the holier than thou attitude.

<opentext> The god of this world has blinded their eyes, and choose rather to live and walk in darkness.

<opentext> Why do you think the people wanted to criticize Paul, the message he brought, and the way that he lived?

<diligently> they were going against Christ,living for the father of lies.

<rhoumai> because they weren't willing to live the example that Christ Jesus left for us to live by

<his> because if they said he was following the truth they would have to admit they were living against the Word

<helpmate> it went against everything they were doing

<g-d> it contradicted their worldly idea's of how they thought the plan of salvation should work

<opentext> If people can get you to look at the messenger, rather then the message, then people will see the flaws and frailties of the messenger, and ignore the message. That is the wisdom of this world.

 <opentext> For us, the preaching of the gospel message, it is the wisdom and power of God, but for those that choose to ignore the light and walk in darkness, it is foolishness.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verses to share...

<opentext> sure

<at-peace> 1 Cor 14:9So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air. 10There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification. 11Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.  (KJV)

<opentext> John 10:27My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  (KJV)

<opentext> John 10:5And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.  (KJV)

<rhoumai>

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> I was thinking about how the preaching of the cross is foolishness to them that perish. so many people today wear a cross around their neck, but back then, the cross was like the electric chair is today. and the people that wear it, don't comprehend what the cross signifies. satan's way of causing people to become complacent about the work that Christ Jesus did

<opentext> very much so, just as 65% of this country says that they are born again.....

<rhoumai> the cross has just become one more piece of jewelry to the world

<opentext> physical fashion statements, rather then a change in heart

<rhoumai> yep

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> <opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:19

<his> <opentext> of the philosophers who in their investigations seek nothing less than God, and whose highest discoveries amount to nothing in comparison of the grand truths relative to God, the invisible world, and the true end of man, which the Gospel has brought to light. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<his> <opentext> John 1:5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

<his> brought to mind:

<his> 2 Peter 2:5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

<his> that is being a "living epistle" of Christ

<opentext> showing the way that leads to eternal life....a sign post on the path of life, pointing to Father through Jesus Christ
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