23 November 2000 Bible Study

<ready2> Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise this day for all spriitual blessings you have blessed us with, and we thank you for your word of grace which is able to build us up and make us wise unto salvation through your precious Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:11For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. 12Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 13Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?  (KJV)

<opentext> As i was meditating on these verses since yesterday, and received a letter from Steph as well this morning, and it caused me to see contentions and divisions in a whole different way.

<opentext> Divisions can come between us, if with something as simple as the things that we take for granted.

<opentext> Steph in her letter, spoke of how something as simple as the ministry channel, and how easily we can take it for granted.

<opentext> We forget the fellowship that we have available to us here, and how easily it can be something we expect, and thus take it for granted. 

<opentext> Instead of coming together to share the Word, one begins to talk about anything and everything but the Word. Forgetting what our purpose is for being here.

<opentext> Forgetting what the purpose and function is as the body of Christ. To exhort, encourage and life one another up. True, we can not force the Word on anyone, however, salvation still must always be the most important thing to us.

<opentext> It is easy to start forming cliques, and only wanting to talk with certain people; when we get like this, don't we become as the Corinthians, in saying that we are of Paul, or Peter, or whomever we are more drawn to?

<ready2> that can happen, yes

<h-c-j> hm...never looked at it that way before

<diligently> yes

<his> yes

<opentext> we often forget to reach out with the right hand of fellowship, and be always eager to share with our brothers and sisters the hope that is within us.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:14I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; 15Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.16And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.  (KJV)

<opentext> We can see in these verses, that Paul was apologetic for getting caught up in traditions and doctrines....

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:17For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  (KJV)

<opentext> and here explains what each persons purpose is. Not getting caught up in what everyone else is doing, or trying to impress people with great swelling words, but rather preaching Christ Jesus crucified and buried, risen from the dead, and now, seated at the right hand of Father.

<opentext> There is nothing in and of ourselves that we can say or do to save anyone. Rather, it is only by doing a proper introduction to Jesus Christ, that they can be introduced to, and then intimate a personal relationship with Him.

<opentext> def. for ...to preach the gospel...2097  euaggelizo- to bring good news, to announce glad tidings 

a) used in the Old Testament of any kind of good news, of the joyful tidings of God's kindness, in particular, of the Messianic blessings  b) in the New Testament used especially of the glad tidings of the coming kingdom of God, and of the salvation to be obtained in it through Christ, and of what relates to this salvation  c) glad tidings are brought to one, one has glad tidings proclaimed to him d) to proclaim glad tidings, to instruct (people) concerning the things that pertain to salvation

<opentext> Now, to bring the good  news, is to make sure that one is a representative of Father and His kingdom at all times. Being that example of the believer. Living the life that God wants us to at all times, not just when we "think" someone else is watching.

<opentext> even though we are supposed to be the sheep of His pasture.

<opentext> Note...the joyful announcing of the glad tidings....how often do you express that? Or, are you more apt at times, to look like the back end of hard times?

<diligently> we are thankful for the joy of the Lord.and that is what we want to express.

<opentext> Note also...to instruct people concerning the things that pertain to salvation.....

<his> if one looks at the circumstances one will be  like the back end of hard times

<ready2> a difference of representing the Lords view, rather than our own, if we look like hard times we are focusing more on problems than the solutions, the good news

<opentext> If, our life is a written epistle, known and read of all men, then our life should be an open instruction book to and for them, of how God asks of them to live.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:17For Christ sent me not to baptize,  (KJV)

<opentext> Now, as we look at the Word, it tells us that God so loved the world, that he gave His Son. Yet, when we see Jesus Christ always talk, He says that the Father sent Him. First, one has to receive the gift, come to an understanding of the gift, before they can be sent. Just as Paul talks of in Eph 4:11, that God gave gifts to men....the men had to see and understand the gift, and what it represented before they could be sent.

<opentext> The greater one knows the gift, and how it is to be used, the more that one is then fit for the Masters use.

<opentext> How much, or how often Father wants to use us, is totally up to Him. The key is, in studying for His approval, that we will always be prepared...ready in what we "think" is in season or out of season.

<opentext> Ananias, we only see mentioned in when Father asked him to go and talk and pray with this man called Saul of Tarsus. Yet, even though he balked at it for a short time, he still was obedient.

<opentext> One never knows how often or when Father may use them, the key is in ALWAYS being prepared.

<opentext> The only way we can be sure of that, is spending time each and every day with Father, in His instruction manual.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:17 not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.

 (KJV)

<opentext> Another thing that one must remember.....is that we learn to present it as Father wants us to. A problem that people often have, is that they will try to share everything, the exact way that it was shared with them. They try to quote from the "book of pat answers". They try to memorize what they should say or tell other people.

<opentext> It is learning to hear Father, on how He would have you to present it. After all, each and everyone of us is different, unique. Therefore, each person is going to have to hear it in a way that they will understand.

<opentext> Phil 1:15Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will:16The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds:  (KJV)

<opentext> It does not matter what anyone, or everyone else is doing. It is what is Father asking of us. Each and every day, allowing the light of Jesus Christ to shine from us, so that one more may see.

<opentext> Keep your wisdom out of the way, and allow Father's to shine forth this day!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<ready2> o/

<h-c-j> yes greg

<ready2> Gal 6:12As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. 13For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.  (KJV)

<ready2> i see paul here addressing a similar situation with the people of galatia, presenting it in a way that they would understand

<opentext> Many preachers will try to display the people as trophies, they have forgot whose sheep they are.

<ready2> and as i was looking at the word fair shew, i was thinking of the sideshows at the fairs we have here, and how ridiculous they really are

<ready2> Gal 6:14But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 15For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.  (KJV)

<opentext> yes indeed, glorying in themselves, rather then the Word.

<ready2> but in the end of his message, it was basically the same as with the people of corinth, same message, delivered in a way that they would understand

<opentext> no new sins, just different packaging.

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> liked the idea of making an introduction ...first impressions are lasting impressions..presenting people with the truth..a good impression..then the rest is up  to them

<opentext> excellent point brother

<opentext> Rom 16:17Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.18For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.

(KJV)

<ready2> o/

<h-c-j> yes greg

<ready2> 1 Cor 3:5Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? 6I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 7So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. (KJV)

<ready2> we see we can have a part, pointing them to the truth, and then it is up to them if they choose to continue

<ready2> God is a rewarder to them that diligently seek Him, if they so choose

<opentext> simple, in Romans 16:18 refers to those that are uninstructed.....those that have NOT studied the scriptures given by the inspiration of God, to be used for their advantage.

<opentext> Therefore, they are moved and swayed by the traditions and doctrines of man.

<opentext> Heb 5:14But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  (KJV)
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