Bible Study Tuesday July 31, 2001

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time to gather before you by and through Christ Jesus our Lord. As we hear your Word and your voice this day, let us yield to it, that we may be partakers of your divine nature, and see the completeness of who we truly are in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:58Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> One remark I cannot help making; the doctrine of the resurrection appears to have been thought of much more consequence among the primitive Christians than it is now! How is this? The apostles were continually insisting on it, and exciting the followers of God to diligence, obedience, and cheerfulness through it. And their successors in the present day seldom mention it! So apostles preached, and so primitive Christians believed; so we preach, and so our hearers believe.  There is not a doctrine in the Gospel on which more stress is laid; and there is not a doctrine in the present system of preaching which is treated with more neglect! (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> We often forget, that the Word does tell us, that we "are complete in Him".

<opentext> If we are complete in Him, then we "have" been delivered from the power of darkness; we "have been" translated into the kingdom of His dear Son.

<opentext> We "have" redemption, even the forgiveness of sins.

<opentext> Faith (ones ability to hear the voice of God, and bowing obediently to it) is the substance of things "hoped" for, the evidence of things not seen by the physical, but grasped by the spiritual.

<opentext> So, one must see and know that they have been risen with Christ, that they are seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> If one only hopes that "this might happen" some day, how sure can they be of their relationship with Him?

<his> one cannot

<chosen> can't be

<helpmate> they can't be sure at all

<diligently> they can not

<opentext> Now, tell me, where is Jesus Christ at this day? (besides living within us)

<at-peace> seated at the right hand of God

<d-g> seated in the heavenlies, at the right hand of God

 <diligently> seated with Father

<his> on the right hand of Father, seated in His throne

<opentext> So then, how can one be a partaker of His divine nature, unless they see this as being completed? That we are risen with Him?

<chosen> can't be

<diligently> we need to see this...this is Fathers truth for us.

<his> they cannot

<opentext> Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness! Yet, may Christians seek first the things of this world, "thinking" this confirms their status with God.

<opentext> His kingdom is not of this world. And it is only by knowing that we have been risen with Him, that one can keep their affections set on things above, and not on the things that will keep them trapped here.

<opentext> Though all men shall rise again, yet it will be in widely different circumstances: some will rise to glory and honour; others to shame and everlasting contempt. Those alone who here received the salvation of God, and continued faithful unto death, shall have a resurrection to everlasting glory; not every believer, but every loving obedient believer, shall enter into the paradise of God, and have a body fashioned like unto his Lord's glorious body. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Always abounding in the work of the Lord. Here note, That the more steady and stedfast any man is in the belief of a  blessed resurrection, the more forward and zealous, the more active and industrious, will he be in the service of the work of God. (Wm. Burkitt's notes)

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:1Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.  (KJV)

<opentext> Now, unless one has presented oneself to God, a living sacrifice, how can they serve Him?

<diligently> they can not

<chosen> we can't

<his> it has to one's choice

<opentext> It is only as one seeks first His kingdom, and His righteousness, that one will be able to do all that Father asks of them. Man does not live by bread alone, but by every Word that proceeds froth from the mouth of God.

<opentext> Now, unless one sees themselves as being risen with Him, and seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, knowing that our life is not here, but above, won't they try to hang onto their worldly possessions?

<chosen> yes

<his> yes

<diligently> yes

<matti> yes

<opentext> One often forgets, that God does not need our earthly possessions, rather us. (He owns the cattle on a thousand hills; the earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof)

<opentext> So one must see the redemptive act as complete, if they are going to truly yield to all that which the Lord may ask of us.

<opentext> We often forget, that Jesus Christ did not need a visa or American express when He fed the multitudes on the hillside. What would you do if confronted with the same situation?

<his> i would pray, asking Father what to do

<diligently> would ask Father

<helpmate> ask Father and thank Him for providing

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:16For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! 17For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. 18What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. 19For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. (KJV)

<opentext> Being the example of the believers! In all manner of living, not just when it seems convenient, or when we "think" others are watching.

<opentext> At what point, is one to quit presenting themselves to God, a living sacrifice, wholly and acceptable unto Him?

<diligently> never

<chosen> we need to continue to

<his> it needs to be continually

<opentext> we are to be apples of gold, in pictures of silver. By living to please Father at all times, and in all things, then one will be that acceptable sacrifice.

<opentext> Now, also remember, that it is what Father asks of you, not what you see others doing that He expects of you.

<opentext> 2 Cor 9:7Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (KJV)

<opentext> What is there more precious that we can give to someone then the bread of life?

<chosen> nothing

<his> nothing

<helpmate> not a thing

<at-peace> not a thing

<diligently> nothing

<opentext> Yet, how often does one look to the tangible things in reference to what they have done for God?

<chosen> at times

<his> when i allow the old man's thinking to control

 <diligently> are sure we have

<opentext> Matt 25:35For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. (KJV)

<opentext> The meat of the glorious gospel of Christ. The living waters that flow out from the throne of God and the Lamb. Introducing the people to Christ in you the hope of glory, when asked a reason of the hope within you.

<opentext> Showing them how to avail themselves of the full armor of God (Christ, the power and wisdom of God). Sick and dying of sin, and pointing them to Father by and through Christ Jesus. Showing them how to be delivered from the power of darkness.

<opentext> By presenting oneself to God, a living (alive in Christ) sacrifice, one is able to be that example of the believer by the lifestyle which they live.

<opentext> Today, will you walk in the completeness which He has for you?
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